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W e lcom e  to th e  D e ce m be r is sue  of . 2008 is  alm ost 
h e re  and it's  am azing to th ink  th at w e 've  be e n doing th is  now  
for just ove r e igh t m onth s . I re m e m be r saying in an IRC 

m e e ting for is sue  tw o or th re e  th at I'd be  de ligh te d if w e  m ak e  it to 
is sue  five . W e  did, and I am !

W h e n I put th at initial post up on Ubuntu Forum s as k ing for h e lp in 
m ak ing an Ubuntu m agazine  I ne ve r, , th ough t it w ould be  
anyw h e re  ne ar as popular as it is . Each  m onth  w e  s e rve  up 
approxim ate ly 30,000 copie s  of FCM and th at's  not e ve n counting th e  
translations! I w ant to th ank  all of you w h o tak e  th e  tim e  to dow nload 
and re ad FCM and contribute  w ith  le tte rs  and article s , it re ally couldn't 
com e  toge th e r w ith out all th e  input w e  re ce ive .

I also w ant to th ank  all th e  FCM te am , in particular Robe rt Clips h am  
and Rob Ke rfia w h o h ave  be e n m y h e nch m e n s ince  day one . W ith out 
th e ir support and guidance  th is  m agazine  w ould ce rtainly ne ve r h ave  
h appe ne d! Th ank s  also go out to  and th e  Ubuntu Mark e ting 
Te am  for th e ir input, h e lp and advice .

Editor, Full Circle  Magazine
ronnie @ fullcircle m agazine .org

EEDD IITTOO RRIIAALL

Th is  m agazine  w as cre ate d us ing :

Ubuntu is  a com ple te  ope rating 
syste m  th at is  pe rfe ct for laptops, 
de s k tops and s e rve rs . W h e th e r at 
h om e , sch ool or at w ork  Ubuntu 
contains all th e  applications you'll 
e ve r ne e d including w ord 
proce s s ing, e m ail application and 
w e b brow s e r.

 You do not pay any 
lice ns ing fe e s . You can dow nload, 
us e  and s h are  Ubuntu w ith  your 
frie nds , fam ily, sch ool or bus ine s s  
for absolute ly noth ing.
O nce  installe d, your syste m  is  re ady-
to-us e  w ith  a full se t of productivity, 
inte rne t, draw ing and graph ics  
applications , and gam e s .

mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.scribus.net
http://www.gimp.org
http://www.openoffice.org
http://creativecommons.org/
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/7e8944
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NNEEWW SS Fe e l fre e  to e m ail ne w s storie s  
to: ne w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org
Ple ase  include  a source  URL.

e e e Xubuntu: Ubuntu distille d for 
your Ee e

For all you Ee e  
us e rs  out th e re  
w h o've  be e n 
trying to s q ue e ze  
Ubuntu into th e  
little  w h ite  box, 

som e  h e lp is  on th e  w ay. A k ind and 
e nte rpris ing Linux e nth us iast h as  us e d 
th e ir pre cious tim e  and e ne rgy to put 
toge th e r an Ee e -custom ize d build of th e  
m uch -love d O S, w h ich  include s  fully-
inte grate d h ardw are  support, native  
w ire le s s  drive rs , functioning Eth e rne t 
support, tw e ak s  for low -re solution 
de s k top e nvironm e nts , and a bunch  of 
oth e r little  e nh ance m e nts th at w ill m ak e  
us ing Canonical's pow e rh ous e  a lot m ore  
ple asant on your tiny laptop. W ord on 
th e  stre e t is  th at de ve lopm e nt and 
re fine m e nt continue s  on th e  build, so 
e xpe ct im prove m e nts as tim e  w e ars  on.

'

 Engadge t
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/7b2320

M PAA's Piracy- Busting Toolk it 
Force d Offline

Th e  Motion 
Picture  
Assosciation of 
Am e rica (MPAA) 
h as  be e n force d 
to stop 

distributing its  "Unive rs ity Toolk it" online  
afte r just one  m onth  be caus e  it m ay violate  
copyrigh t law s .
Th e  atte m pt to q uas h  m ovie  piracy via 
BitTorre nt w as tak e n offline  on th e  3rd D e c.
A suite  of ope n source  applications w as 
cobble d toge th e r to m ak e  colle ge s  spy on 
th e ir stude nts' file -s h aring h abits  and 
e ncourage  block ing. Th e  pack age  w as 
bas e d on Ubuntu, th e  de s k top Linux 
distribution.
Th at w ould h ave  be e n fine , e xce pt th at th e  
MPAA did not re le as e  th e  source  code  or 
provide  a w ritte n offe r for th e  code  - 
pote ntially in violation of th e  GPL. All 
m odifications to softw are  lice nce d unde r 
th e  GPL, h ow e ve r m inor, m ust be  re le as e d.

 Th e  Re giste r
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/3f24dd

 Fire fox 3 be ta 2 Officially 
 Re le as e d

Mozilla h as 
announce d 
th e  official 
re le as e  of 
Fire fox 3 
be ta 2, th e  
te nth  m ajor 
de ve lope r 
m ile stone  in 
th e  Fire fox 3 
de ve lopm e nt

 tim e line . Th e  ne w  be ta, w h ich  is  
available  for dow nload from  Mozilla's 
w e b s ite , include s  inte rface  
im prove m e nts and a lot of e xtra polis h .
Mozilla's q uality standards for be tas 
re q uire  th at all of th e  planne d fe ature s  
be  fully im ple m e nte d and robust 
e nough  for daily brow s ing by a large  
num be r of pe ople . Th at standard w as 
fulfille d last m onth  by th e  Mile stone  9  
re le as e , w h ich  w as th e  first to be ar th e  
be ta de s ignation. Additional be tas w ill 
be  re le as e d on a cons iste nt bas is  until 
all of th e  im ple m e nte d fe ature s  are  
finalize d and pe rform ance  m atch e s  or 
e xce e ds  th at of Fire fox. At th at point, 
Mozilla w ill trans ition to re le as e  
candidate s  to re solve  last-m inute  
re gre s s ions be fore  th e  official re le as e .

 Ars Te ch nica
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/a81c71

mailto:news@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/a81c71
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/3f24dd
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/7b2320
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NNEEWW SS Brough t to you by th e  , dow nload th e  pilot e pisode  at: 
w w w.fullcircle m agazine .org. If you h ave  any ide as for th e  podcast or w ant to tak e  
part th e n ple as e  e m ail Matth e w  Ross i at: podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org

H ardy H e ron Tribe  1 re le as e d.
Th is  is  th e  first 
alph a ve rs ion for 
th e  upcom ing 
Ubuntu 8.04 
(code nam e  H ardy 
H e ron) w h ich  w ill 
be  com ing out in 

April as a long te rm  support (LTS) 
ve rs ion tak ing ove r from  Dappe r Drak e .

You can find m ore  inform ation at 
h ttps ://w ik i.ubuntu.com /H ardyH e ron/Alph
a1

KDE 4 to s h ip in January.
Th is  is  good ne w s  for 
th os e  Kubuntu us e rs  out 
th e re  (Ed: can't w ait!). 
Mark  your cale ndars on 
Jan 11 2008 as th e  day 
th at KDE 4 Stable  is  
re le as e d. Th e  te am  
de cide d to m ove  th e  

re le as e  forw ard to allow  som e  tim e  to 
e radicate  som e  is sue s  in th e  softw are . KDE 
are  also calling for th e  ope n source  
com m unity and oth e r us e rs  of KDE to h e lp 
out w ith  th e  bug te sting th at ne e ds  to be  
done .

You can find m ore  inform ation at: 
h ttp://dot.k de .org/119 6525703/

M ace donia to us e  Edubuntu
Mace donia h as  
de cide d to install 
Edubuntu 7.04 Fe isty 
Faw n onto th e  
com pute rs  involve d in 
th e  Com pute r for 
Eve ry Ch ild program . 
Th e ir goal is  to 

provide  180,000 Prim ary and 
Se condary stude nts w ith  acce s s  to 
about 20,000 Edubuntu com pute rs . 

You can find out m ore  at 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/c19 870

And don't forge t: on Friday th e  14th  
D e ce m be r th e  pilot e pisode  of th e  

 w as re le as e d. If you 
h ave n't alre ady h e ard it, h e ad ove r to 
w w w.fullcircle m agazine .org and 
dow nload it.

https://wiki.ubuntu.com/HardyHeron/Alpha1
http://dot.kde.org/1196525703/
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/c19870
http://www.fullcirclemagazine.org
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FFLLAAVVOO RR  OO FF  TTHH EE  MM OO NNTTHH

Th is  m onth  w e  s h ow  you h ow  to install Myth buntu. Myth buntu is  th e  Ubuntu variant th at incorporate s  Myth TV by de fault. Myth TV allow s 
you to utilis e  th e  m e dia ce nte r capabilitie s  of your Ubuntu PC, giving you control ove r your TV!

D ue  to th e  le ngth  of th e  
Myth buntu install, I w ill 
s k ip th e  bas ic installation 

ste ps (language , location, 
k e yboard type , us e r de tails and re -
partitioning), and go straigh t to 
ste p 6. If you w ould lik e  a 
re fe re nce  for th e  oth e r installation 
ste ps ple as e  re fe r to a pre vious 
is sue  of .

Th e  
first ste p 
just 
re q uire s  
you to 
ch oos e  a 

standard or advance d s e tup. 
Standard w ould be  too s im ple , so I 
w e nt for advance d. Th e  ne xt ste p 
is  to ch oos e  th e  type  of 
Myth buntu install you w ant. If you 
are  planning to us e  th e  PC as a 
m e dia ce nte r PC, th e n th e  first 

option is  w h at you ne e d, oth e rw is e  if 
you w ant to us e  it to stre am  m e dia 
to your m e dia ce nte r, just ch oos e  
back e nd.

I ch os e  
"Prim ary 
Back e nd w / 
Fronte nd", as 
th is  is  lik e ly to 
be  th e  option 
you ch oos e . 

Th e  follow ing ste p le ts you ch oos e  
th e  plugins you w ould lik e  to us e . If 
you are  unsure  w h ich  you ne e d, or 
can't be  both e re d re ading th e  
de scriptions , just s e le ct all of th e m , 
to give  you all th e  available  fe ature s . 
You can add e xtra plugins late r if you 
de cide  not to install th e m  all at th at 
point.

I'm  not sure  w h y th e  ne xt ste p 
e xists . It h as  one  ch e ck  box to install 

one  th e m e  - s e le ct it and m ove  
on.

Ste p 10 
give s  som e  
us e ful 
options , 
allow ing you 
to ch oos e  
w h ich  

s e rvice s  you w ould lik e  to 
e nable . Th e s e  include  VNC, SSH , 
Sam ba, NFS and th e  Myth TV 
s e rvice . VNC allow s you to 
conne ct to Myth buntu re m ote ly 
us ing a graph ical inte rface , so 
you can us e  th e  PC from  anoth e r 
com pute r. SSH  doe s  th e  sam e  
th ing, but give s  com m and line  
acce s s  rath e r th an Graph ical 
acce s s . Unle ss  you h ave  
e xpe rie nce  w ith  a com m and line  
you s h ould disable  th is  one . 
Sam ba le ts you file  s h are  w ith  
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W indow s PCs on your ne tw ork , 
NFS doe s  th e  sam e , but for 
Linux/Oth e r Unix clie nts . If you 
are  us ing a s e parate  back  e nd 
and front e nd th e n you ne e d to 
s e le ct th e  last option so th e y can 
conne ct.

Ste p 11 is  an 
im portant ste p. 
You s h ould s e t 
passw ords for 
all th e  th ings 
liste d, m ak ing 

sure  th e y are  all se cure d. Mak e  
sure  you don't forge t th e  
passw ords .

Th e  ne xt ste p 
allow s you to 
configure  your 
Myth buntu 
re m ote  control. 
If you don't h ave  

one , or yours isn't liste d, s k ip th is  
ste p. If it isn't liste d th e re , don't 
w orry – you m ay be  able  to install 
it late r, once  it Myth buntu is  
installe d.

Ste p 13 allow s 
you to install 
proprie tary drive rs  

for your graph ics  card, to allow  you 
to us e  O pe nGL e ffe cts and TV output. 
It also give s  you th e  option to install 
som e  back  e nd drive rs  – install th e  
one s  you ne e d.

Ste p 14 is  th e  
last ste p be fore  
th e  installation. 
It just give s  you 
an ove rvie w  of 
all your options 
so you can 

ch e ck  th e m  be fore  you install.

Th e  syste m  now  installs, th e n you 
w ill ge t th e  final ste p. If you are  in 
North  Am e rica, s e le ct th e  first option 
and s e t up an account if you don't 
alre ady h ave  one . Afte r s e tting up an 
account, or if you are n't in North  
Am e rica, ch oos e  to launch  th e  
Myth TV s e tup.

O nce  th e  Myth TV s e tup h as  
loade d, us e  th e  arrow  k e ys  to s e le ct 
your language . Th e n s e le ct e ach  of 
th e  options in turn. In th e  Ge ne ral 

s e ction, you 
ne e d to s e t 
th e  m ach ine 's  IP addre s s . If it 
w ill be  th e  only back e nd, th e n 
127.0.0.1 is  fine , oth e rw is e  s e t 
your route r to give  it a static IP 
addre s s , and e nte r th at in both  
boxe s  (unle ss  you h ave  a 
diffe re nt m aste r s e rve r). You can 
also ch oos e  diffe re nt ports for 
Myth buntu to us e  for m ore  
advance d options .

O n th e  
ne xt ste p, 
ch oos e  
w h e re  you 
w ould lik e  to 
save  

re cordings . Th e  de fault is  fine  
unle ss  you w ant to save  th e m  
som e w h e re  e lse . Th e  follow ing 
ste p is  for th e  global back  e nd 
s e tup. Ch oos e  th e  corre ct TV 
form at for your country (NTSC 
for US us e rs , PAL for Europe ). 
You also ne e d to ch oos e  th e  
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corre ct ch anne l fre q ue ncy table  
for your re gion too.

Th e  ne xt 
ste p allow s 
you to 
configure  
your DVB 
tune r if you 
h ave  one . Th e  

follow ing ste p is  to allow  you to 
m ak e  th e  back  e nd autom atically 
s h utdow n, h ibe rnate  or standby 
afte r a ce rtain am ount of 
inactivity. Se e  
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/9 8
10cf for inform ation on th e  
diffe re nt s e ttings .

Ne xt you 
h ave  to s e t 
up Myth TVs 
W ak e  on LAN s e ttings . If you h ave  
only one  back  e nd th is  is  
unne ce s sary. Afte r th is , in th e  
ne xt fe w  ste ps , you can de fine  

us e r de fine d scripts to run and oth e r 
Myth TV scripts to run at th e  sam e  
tim e  as  re cordings . Th e  built in one s  
allow  Myth TV to atte m pt to auto-
de te ct com m e rcial adve rtis e m e nts , 
and if you ch oos e , re m ove  th e m  too.

O nto th e  s e cond 
stage  of th e  
configuration. Th is  
stage  allow s you to 
s e t up a capture  
card. As I do not 

h ave  a TV capture  card I cannot give  
m uch  advice  for th is , so us e  your 
intuition, and look  at th e  guide  I w ill 
m e ntion late r on.

Afte r th is  you 
can configure  your 
Vide o source s . Us e  
XMLTV as your 
"Listings Grabbe r" 
unle ss  you are  in 

North  Am e rica. Continuing onw ards , 
you can link  your vide o source s  to 
inputs on your capture  card; s e le ct 
th e  corre ct option from  th e  list 
be fore  dow nloading a ch anne l list. 
O nce  th e  ch anne l list is  s e t up you 
are  done  w ith  th e  configuration, and 
just h ave  to click  a fe w  buttons to 
finalize  th e  s e t-up, installing th e  

databas e  e tc.

W h e n you 
re boot you 
w ill be  le ft 
w ith  th e  
Myth buntu 
front e nd (if 

you installe d it). From  th e re  you 
can te st your s e t-up and m ak e  
sure  e ve ryth ing is  w ork ing. If you 
us e d a diffe re nt type  of 
installation, e .g. just a back  e nd 
install, th e n you w ill h ave  to do 
som e  m ore  configuration.

If you e ncounte r any proble m s 
w h ile  installing Myth buntu, or 
are  unsure  about any of th e  
stage s , th e re  is  a w e alth  of 
inform ation available  on th e  
Inte rne t to h e lp you solve  your 
proble m s . You can also find m ore  
com ple te  installation guide s , 
w ith  m ore  de taile d instructions 
for installing, and instructions for 
diffe re nt type s  of installation.

h ttp://w w w.m yth buntu.org/
h ttp://w w w.m yth tv.org/
h ttps ://h e lp.ubuntu.com /com m unity/My
th TV
# ubuntu-m yth tv on ch at.fre e node .ne t

http://www.mythbuntu.org/
http://www.mythtv.org/
https://help.ubuntu.com/community/MythTV
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HH OO WW -- TTOO

In th is  article  I am  going to try to w alk  you th rough  us ing th e  W ubi installe r to install Ubuntu onto your m ach ine  w ith out any partitioning. 
W ubi w ill be  installe d as a s ingle  file  on your W indow s (9 8-Vista)-bas e d com pute r. Ple as e  note  th at I am  us ing an Alph a ve rs ion (W ubi 
7.10 Alph a Re v377) of th e  W ubi installe r for Ubuntu 7.10

IINNSSTTAALLLL  WW UUBBII

First, launch  th e  W ubi installe r 
application.

Th e  first 
option you'll 
se e  is  your 
installation 
drive . H e re  
you'll just 
w ant to 

ch oos e  th e  drive  you w is h  to 

install your Ubuntu “ file ”  onto. Mak e  
sure  you h ave  e nough  space  on your 
drive . I re com m e nd th at you h ave  
8GB or m ore  of fre e  space  to re ally 
e njoy your Linux e xpe rie nce .

Install 
s ize  is  
w h e re  you 
spe cify th e  
s ize  of 
your 
Ubuntu 
installation.
 Th e  s ize  

you spe cify h e re  is  th e  total s ize  of 
th e  file  th at w ill re s ide  on th e  drive  
you w ant to install it on. Lik e  I said, 
8GB or large r is  m y re com m e ndation 
for s ize .

Th e  ne xt option is  to ch oos e  w h ich  
flavor of Ubuntu you w ould lik e  to 
install. W ubi can install any of th e  

th re e  bas ic Ubuntu ve rs ions :

•  – Gnom e  bas e d D e s k top 
Environm e nt
•  – KDE bas e d D e s k top 
Environm e nt
•  – Xfce  bas e d D e s k top 
Environm e nt

W h e n 
you 
ch oos e  
th e  
flavor of 
Ubuntu 
to install 
W ubi 

w ill autom atically dow nload th e  
corre sponding ISO . O nce  th e  ISO  
is  done  dow nloading W ubi w ill 
com ple te  th e  installation, but I'll 
e xplain th at late r in th e  tutorial.

Language  is  pre tty bas ic, 
ch oos e  th e  de fault language  
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you'd lik e  in 
your Ubuntu 
installation.

Th is  ne xt 
are a is  
w h e re  you 

w ill ch oos e  your de s ire d 
us e rnam e  and passw ord (be low ) 
for your Ubuntu installation. For 
s e curity re asons “ Root”  is  not an 
option w h e n logging in for th e  first 
tim e  on a de fault Ubuntu 
installation. You w ill h ave  to fill 
th is  out to continue  w ith  your 
installation.

O nce  you h ave  s e t your options 
and cre ate d your us e rnam e  and 
passw ord, click  on th e  “ install”  
button.

Now  s ince  
you've  
click e d on 
th e  install 
button and 
W ubi is  
be ginning 
th e  

installation of Ubuntu on your 
com pute r, you s h ould s e e  it be gin to 
dow nload th e  ISO  ve rs ion th at you 
ch os e  in th e  installe r options . O ne  
th ing can be  said: Th e re  are  tw o 
w ays to ge t th e  ISO  of Ubuntu 7.10 
for a W ubi install. You can m anually 
dow nload it and if you ch oos e  to do 
th is  you w ill w ant dow nload th e  ISO  
into th e  dire ctory w h e re  you h ave  
your W ubi install program  locate d. 
Th is  ne e ds  to be  done  be fore  you 
launch  th e  W ubi installe r so th at it 
s e e s  th at th e re  is  an ISO  th e re  w h e n 
you click  th e  “ install”  button. If it's  
not th e re  or you h ave  ch os e n to 
install Ubuntu afte r dow nloading a 
Kubuntu ISO , for e xam ple , W ubi w ill 
autom atically dow nload th e  Ubuntu 
ISO .

O nce  th e  installation of W ubi is  
done  you ge t th is  gre at ne w s  (righ t):

Ch oos e  w h at you w ant to do 
and click  finis h . O n your ne xt 
pow e r up you'll se e  a love ly boot 
scre e n w ith  th e  option in it to 
boot to Ubuntu. Afte r you ch oos e  
your ne w  Ubuntu installation 
you'll se e  th e  Ubuntu boot 
scre e n and th e  progre s s  bar. 
Th at bar m ay stop for q uite  a bit 
but le t it go, w alk  aw ay and ge t 
a cup of coffe e . W h e n you ge t 
back  you s h ould be  up and 
s e e ing th e  Ubuntu Login scre e n.

Congratulations on your ne w  
adve nture  in com puting and 
ch oos ing Ubuntu to be  th at 
adve nture . If you're  lik e  m e  or 
th e  re st of us Ubuntu fans you 
w ill not be  disappointe d. 
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HH OO WW -- TTOO

I just saw  m y first Ch ristm as ligh ts  a fe w  days ago. Do you k now  w h at th at m e ans? I'm  scram bling on m y ste e p roof and putting up 
th os e  “ w onde rful”  icicle s and de corating our te n foot h igh  tre e s  w ith  ligh ts  up to th e  top. Not to m e ntion th os e  dang candle s in th e  
w indow s (w h ich  m e ans putting out th e  ligh ts  on th e  upstairs  w indow s and clos ing th e  s h ade s). But Ch ristm as tim e  isn't all doom  and 
gloom . It brings a ve ry spe cial tim e : de corating your GNU/Linux-bas e d PC.

GGEETT  CCHH RRIISSTTMM AASS  OO NN
YYOO UURR  DD EESSKK TTOO PP

I'll start off w ith  m y colle ction of 
Ch ristm as w allpape rs  (all 
re late d in som e  w ay to 

GNU/Linux). H e re 's  a list of m y 
favorite  w allpape rs :

 cre ate d by 
k ane 77 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazi
ne .org/6c61e 5

 
cre ate d by g33z
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazi
ne .org/582666

 
cre ate d by Marce lo 
Me nde s
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazi
ne .org/368106

 cre ate d by an 
anonym ous auth or
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazi
ne .org/cb8e 9 e

 cre ate d by 
bass e .
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .o
rg/2b22f9

 
(Re m ak e ) cre ate d by 
ve nde ttare d.
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .o
rg/8c87a2

(Re m ak e ) cre ate d by 
ve nde ttare d.
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .o
rg/cf31fd

 
cre ate d by LinuxH ous e .tk .
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .o
rg/14ac86

h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .o
rg/0b6184

Dow nload th e m , put th e m  in a 
folde r (lik e  /usr/s h are /w allpape rs), 
and m ak e  Gnom e  or KDE s e t to 
rotate  be tw e e n th e m  e ve ry 
m inute . 

W h ile  you're  custom izing your 
look , you'll w ant to add a nice  
th e m e :

 If you us e  Be ryl, grab th e  
 by 

tuxram one
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/5b228f
GTK us e rs  w ill e njoy th e  

 by 
Th e e Mah n.
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/627269
If you us e  Gnom e , you'll also w ant th e  

 by 
th e ce llodude .
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/53855c

http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/6c61e5
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/582666
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/368106
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/cb8e9e
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/2b22f9
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/8c87a2
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/cf31fd
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/14ac86
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/0b6184
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/5b228f
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/627269
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/53855c
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KDE us e rs  on th e  oth e r h and s h ould 
install th e  

 by Th e O ne AndO nlyFoo.
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/f5c86f
And Fire fox us e rs  w ill w ant to try out th e  

 by Th om as McMah on (ak a 
Tw iste rMc).
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/9 4c83a
Lastly, if you're  dual booting and us ing 
GRUB, cre ate  a splas h  scre e n us ing 

 (by arte m isfow l2007) and 
one  of th e  w allpape rs  in th e  pre vious 
s e ction.
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/3bd325

Tux-Ch ristm as splas h  scre e n (above )

Lastly, a little  program  for th os e  
w h o lik e  w idge ts and such . 

 (cre ate d by Rick  Jans e n, you 
can dow nload it from : 
h ttp://w w w.e urone t.nl/~ rja/Xsnow /) is  
a re ally old program  for GNU/Linux 
th at s e nds snow  flak e s , w ind, and 
som e tim e s  Santa's  sle igh  across  your 
de s k top. If you us e  KDE, you ne e d to 
m ak e  sure  program s can run in th e  
de s k top w indow  
(KControl> De s k top> Be h avior and 
ch e ck  'Allow  program s in de s k top 
w indow ').

Xsnow  (above ) 

So go forth  and w h e th e r you us e  
GNOME or KDE you've  no e xcus e , not 
only s h ould you de corate  your h ous e  
but de corate  your de s k top too!

w w w .UbuntuForum s.org

http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/f5c86f
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/94c83a
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/3bd325
http://www.euronet.nl/~rja/Xsnow/
http://www.ubuntuforums.org
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HH OO WW -- TTOO MM UULLTTII  BBOO OO TT  
LLIINNUUXX

Mak ing your com pute r boot a num be r of ope rating syste m s can be  a ve ry s im ple  or com ple x is sue . If you just w ant to s e t up a dual boot 
w ith  Ubuntu and W indow s th e re  are  lots of guide s  to h e lp you do th at, and ofte n you don't e ve n ne e d to ch ange  any s e ttings . Th is  guide  
is  not about th at, alth ough  th e re  is  no re ason one  of th e  partitions could not be  W indow s . Anoth e r th ing you s h ould k now  be fore  us ing 
th is  guide , is  th at you can s e t up a virtual m ach ine , w h e re  an ope rating syste m  can run in a w indow  on your com pute r, and th at is  both  
a lot e as ie r and safe r.

O K, so if you still w ant to s e t 
up a dual or m ulti boot 
syste m , th e re  is  one  m ore  

th ing you s h ould k now. Th is  guide  
w ill not give  ste p by ste p 
instructions , but w ill rath e r 
e xplain w h at you ne e d to do in 
ge ne ral. For e xam ple , inste ad of 
saying som e th ing lik e  "Se le ct th e  
gre y box re pre s e nting fre e  space  
in th e  top of th e  w indow , and 
pre s s  ne w ..." th is  tutorial w ill just 
say "You ne e d to cre ate  a ne w  
partition and form at it e xt3." If 
you th ink  you ne e d a m ore  ste p 
by ste p tutorial, I re com m e nd you 
as k  for h e lp on a forum , lik e  
UbuntuForum s .org. And one  last 
th ing, th is  tutorial w ill assum e  you 
are  us ing an e m pty h ard drive . I 
don't re com m e nd you do th is  for 
th e  first tim e  on a h ard drive  you 

can't just re form at and start ove r. I 
m e s s e d up m ore  th e n once , and I still 
don't e ve n k now  w h at w e nt w rong. 
Luck ily, it w as a blank  h ard drive , so I 
just starte d ove r.

Be fore  you install anyth ing, it is  
e as ie st to s e t up th e  partitions 
(pie ce s  of your h ard drive ) in 
advance . Dow nload and burn a 
Live  CD th at allow s you to 

FORM ATTING TH E DRIVE
 sw ap.  prim ary.  Approx. tw ice  your RAM or 1.5GB to 2GB on a m ode rn 

com pute r.  Sort of lik e  e xtra RAM. Ge ne rally a good ide a on Linux syste m s .  None .
 e xt3.  prim ary.  D e pe nds on w h at distro you w ant to install. For te sting 

purpos e s  I re com m e nd 10-12GB for CD distributions and 15GB+  for DVD distributions .  O ne  
of th e  distributions goe s  h e re .  None .

 e xt3.  prim ary.  D e pe nds on w h at distro you w ant to install. For te sting 
purpos e s  I re com m e nd 10-12GB for CD distributions and 15GB+  for DVD distributions .  O ne  
of th e  distributions goe s  h e re .  If you only e ve r ne e d th re e  distributions , m ak e  anoth e r of 
th is  type  and th e n you are  done .

 N/A.  e xte nde d.  All avaliable  space . O th e r partitions can go 
ins ide  of th is , but you can only h ave  4 prim ary/e xte nde d partition. Don't as k  m e  w h y. Go try and 
Google  it or som e th ing if you m ust k now.  All follow ing partitions go ins ide  th is  partition.

 e xt3.  logical.  D e pe nds on w h at distro you w ant to install. For te sting 
purpos e s  I re com m e nd 10-12GB for CD distributions and 15GB+  for DVD distributions .  O ne  
of th e  distributions goe s  h e re .  Goe s  ins ide  th e  e xte nde d partition. Mak e  as  m any of 
th e s e  as  you ne e d.

http://www.linuxloop.com
http://www.UbuntuForums.org
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partition your drive . I re com m e nd 
th e  GParte d Live  CD. Th is  CD doe s  
partitioning, and just about 
noth ing e lse , th at's  w h at m ak e s  it 
gre at. W h e n you h ave  boote d it 
up th e s e  are  th e  partitions you 
ne e d to m ak e  (s e e  'Form atting th e  
Drive ' box on pre vious page )

You m ay w ant to m ak e  a logical 
fat32 (or e xt3 if you only plan to 
h ave  Linux on th e  com pute r you 
are  w ork ing on) for data storage  
be tw e e n ope rating syste m s .

Now , afte r you w rite  th e  
partitions to th e  dis k  (YOU W ILL 
LOSE ALL YOUR DATA), you s h ould 
s e e  nam e s  such  as  /de v/sda1. 
(Th e s e  nam e s  w ill vary from  
syste m  to syste m  de pe nding on 
your h ard drive .) W rite  th e s e  
nam e s  dow n along w ith  w h at 
partition th e y corre spond to. At 
th e  ve ry m inim um  you ne e d to 
k now  th e  nam e  of th e  partitions 
you w ant to put Linux on.

Also, if you m e s s  up and w ant 
to re start, just put th e  CD back  in 
th e  drive  and de le te  all th e  
partitions and m ak e  th e m  again.

I h ope  th at w as cle ar, if not ple as e  
e m ail m e  at 
w e bm aste r@ linuxloop.com .)

To start out you ne e d to install one  
"m ain" ope rating syste m . Th is  is  th e  
only ope rating syste m  you w ill allow  
to w rite  th e  "Maste r Boot Re cord" 
(MBR). Th e  MBR is  a portion of your 
h ard drive  w h e re  your com pute r 
look s  for a "boot loade r" to te ll it 
w h e re  to go to boot an ope rating 
syste m . In th is  tutorial w e  w ill us e  
GRUB. GRUB is  a boot loade r th at 
com e s  w ith  m ost Linux distributions 
by de fault.

I norm ally us e  
Ubuntu, but any 
Linux th at can 
install a GRUB 
boot loade r 
(alm ost all of 
th e m ) w ill w ork . 
Th e  only th ing 
you ne e d to do 
diffe re ntly is  th at 
you ne e d to 
ch oos e  "Manual" 
(or "Custom " or 
som e th ing) 

w h e n you ge t to th e  partitioning 
options . Th e n you ne e d to 
ch oos e  to install to th e  first of 
th e  e xt3 partitions and ch oos e  
m ount point "/". You can le t it 
form at it if you w ant. Ch oos e  
e xt3 or ,if th at is  not an option 
e xt2 (or w h ate ve r th e  distro 
pre fe rs , it w ill not m atte r a lot).

Th is  is  going to be  th e  sam e  as 
installing th e  m ain O S, e xce pt for 
tw o th ings . Th e  first is  th at you 
don't w ant to us e  th e  sam e  
partition, so just pick  th e  ne xt of 
th e  e xt3 partitions e ach  tim e , 
but still us e  th e  m anual m ode  

mailto:webmaster@linuxloop.com
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and stuff. Th e  s e cond diffe re nce  is  
th at you don't w ant it to w rite  
GRUB to th e  MBR. Th is  varie s  from  
distribution to distribution and on 
a fe w  distributions , you can't do it 
at all. Bas ically, m ak e  sure  th at at 
som e  point in th e  install proce s s  
you w ill ge t a ch ance  to do one  of 
th e  follow ing:

•  Install GRUB to 
th e  sam e  partition th at you 
installe d th e  O S to. Th is  w ill be  
ph ras e d diffe re nt w ays , but if you 
h ave  an option to w rite  GRUB to 
th e  sam e  partition you put th e  O S 
on, th at is  th e  be st ch oice .

•  Don't 
install any boot loade r anyw h e re .

Th e  only be tte r th ing th e n 
installing GRUB to th e  sam e  
partition, is  installing it to th e  
sam e  partition AND adding th e  O S 
to th e  e xisting GRUB 
autom atically.

O K, so you got som e th ing 
installe d, now  w h at to do ne xt:

 Go back  into your m ain 

O S, and ope n a te rm inal w indow. As 
root (or in Ubuntu just add sudo to 
th e  be ginning) type  ge dit 
/boot/grub/m e nu.lst. If you us e  KDE 
you w ill ne e d to us e  k e dit or anoth e r 
te xt e ditor inste ad. Now , go to th e  
bottom  of th e  file  and add (on a ne w  
line ):

title  th e  nam e  of th e  ne w  O S

root (hd0,partition number) 
chainloader +1

Th e  nam e  of th e  O S can be  
anyth ing, but I re com m e nd just 
us ing, for e xam ple , "Ubuntu 7.04."

To ge t th e  corre ct partition num be r 
find th e  nam e s  of th e  partitions , th at 
you w rote  dow n. Tak e  th e  num be r at 
th e  e nd of th e  nam e  and 
subtract one . Th at s h ould be  
it. For e xam ple , if th e  nam e  
of th e  partition w as 
/de v/sda5, I w ould w rite  

root (hd0,4)

 Go back  
into your m ain O S, and ope n 
a te rm inal w indow. As root 
(or in Ubuntu just add sudo 

to th e  be ginning) type  ge dit 
/boot/grub/m e nu.lst. If you us e  
KDE you w ill ne e d to us e  k e dit or 
anoth e r te xt e ditor inste ad. At 
th e  e nd of th is  file  you ne e d to 
add som e  line s  of te xt. In th is  
cas e  your be st be t is  to ge t 
som e one  w h o h as  th e  distro 
(both  ve rs ion and distro m atte r) 
installe d norm ally to te ll you 
w h at h is/h e r e ntry(s) say.

I h ope  th is  w ork s  for you. If 
you ne e d addition h e lp, ple as e  
contact m e  at: 
w e bm aste r@ linuxloop.com  or 
look  in w w w.UbuntuForum s .org

     
be low : 

mailto:webmaster@linuxloop.com
http://www.UbuntuForums.org
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In th is , th e  last part of th e  Le arning Scribus s e rie s , w e  w ill discuss  e xporting to th e  Adobe  PDF 
form at. W h ile  PDF is  not e xactly an 'ope n' file  form at it is  e as ily th e  m ost w ide ly us e d file  form at and m e ans th at your file  w ill be  
vie w able  on Linux, Mac and W indow s . Many profe s s ional print h ous e s  also acce pt PDF file s for printing.

HH OO WW -- TTOO

PART 8 - TH E FINALE

As  e ve r, le t's  s e e  w h at w e  
h ave  in Scribus first:

To e xport to PDF w e  go to m ain 
m e nu and ch oos e  File  >  Save  as 
PDF

W h ich  give s  
us  th e  Pre -
Fligh t Ve rifie r:

Th is  w indow  m ay 
s e e m  lik e  a pe st at 
tim e s , alw ays 
inte rrupting your 
PDF e xports , but it 
is  absolute ly 
crucial th at your 
docum e nt is  
cre ate d and 

e xporte d prope rly to ge t a valid, and 
usable , PDF.

Th e  drop dow n m e nu at th e  top 
righ t of th e  Pre -Fligh t Ve rifie r w indow  
is  to le t you ch oos e  w h ich  ve rs ion (or 
Profile ) of PDF you w ant to e xport to. 
'PDF 1.4' is  about th e  be st option to 
ch oos e  h e re . If you ch oos e  'PDF 1.3' 
or any of th e  oth e r options you run 
th e  ris k  of los ing any fancy 
transpare ncy e ffe cts you m ay h ave  
done .

Be low  th e  drop dow n m e nu is  
a list of your docum e nt page s  
and any conflicts th at Scribus 
finds be tw e e n your docum e nt 
and th e  PDF Profile  you've  
ch os e n in th e  drop dow n m e nu. 
H e re  I've  ch os e n th e  profile  for 
'PDF 1.3' and you can s e e  it h as  
give n m e  a long list of e rrors , 
th is  is  due  to th e  s e m i-
transpare nt num be rs  I put on th e  
blank  page s  in a pre vious 
tutorial.

W h e n I 
ch ange  th e  
profile  back  to 
'PDF 1.4' I only 
h ave  one  e rror 
and th at is  a 
te xt ove rflow  
on page  one . 
Th at is  
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acce ptable  as th e  te xt is  inde e d 
too long for th e  te xt boxe s  on 
page  one  but it is  only fille r te xt 
and not im portant. You w ill also 
ge t w arnings if any te xt or s h ape  
obje cts are  not on a page  prope rly.

So th at's  m y one  e rror and it's  
totally acce ptable  so I click  th e  
'Ignore  Errors ' button.

 You can call up th e  
Pre -Fligh t Ve rifie r w indow  
any tim e  by click ing its  
button be low  th e  m ain 
m e nu.

Now  w e  h ave  th e  actual e xport 
s e ttings :

At th e  top 
of th e  w indow  
is  'O utput to 
File '. Th is  is  
w h e re  you 
w ill save  th e  
PDF and w h at 
you w ant to 

nam e  it. If you w is h  you can 
e xport e ach  page  as a s e parate  
file  by s im ply ch e ck ing th e  box 
be low  th e  file  location box.

Th is  w indow  h as  s ix tabs (a 
s e ve nth  w ill be  available  if you 
ch oos e  th e  'PDF/X-3' Profile ) w e 'll 
w ork  th rough  th e s e  from  le ft to righ t 
starting w ith  th e  Ge ne ral tab.

Export Range  
le ts you e ith e r 
e xport th e  e ntire  
docum e nt (All 
Page s) or e xport 
s e le cte d page s  
(Ch oos e  Page s), 
w ith  th e  button 
ch e ck e d for 

Ch oos e  Page s  you can e nte r 
som e th ing lik e : 1-3,5. Th at w ould 
e xport page s  one  th rough  to th re e  
and also page  five . Rotation, as it 
sounds , le ts you rotate  th e  page s  in 
th e  e xporte d PDF.

File  O ptions le ts you ch oos e  a ne w  
PDF Profile  (Com patibility) and a 
m argin for binding. You can th e n 

ch e ck  boxe s  for ge ne rating 
th um bnails, including book m ark s  
and so on. Last option h e re  is  
th e  re solution for EPS (ve ctor) 
graph ics , 300 dpi is  for 
profe s s ional q uality printing, if 
you are  cre ating a docum e nt for 
vie w ing on scre e n or w ant to 
k e e p your file  s ize  dow n you 
could s e t th is  to 100dpi.

Com pre s s  Te xt and Ve ctor 
Graph ics  w ill dram atically 
ch ange  your file  s ize . 
Com pre s s ion Me th od is  s e t, by 
de fault, at Autom atic and 
Quality is  s e t to Maxim um . 
Again, th e s e  are  for profe s s ional 
q uality printing. I can't say I'd 
re com m e nd 'Lossy JPG' for th e  
be st Me th od but if you h ave  to 
ch ange  it from  Autom atic I'd say 
ch oos e  'Lossle s s  Z IP'. For Quality 
I'd re com m e nd you k e e p it at 
Maxim um  as oth e rw is e  it w ill 
start to h e avily com pre s s  your 
im age s  and your PDF w ill look  
q uite  dirty and grainy.

Fonts is  th e  tab w h e re  w e  can 
s e e  w h ich  fonts w e 've  us e d and 
m ost im portantly w h ich  fonts w ill 
be  e m be d into th e  PDF.
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If a font you've  us e d in your 
docum e nt is  not available  on th e  
re ade r's  com pute r th e n you'd h it 
proble m s , th ank fully th is  is  
ove rcom e  by e m be dding th e  fonts 
into th e  PDF file  so it is  im portant 
to click  th e  Em be d All button to 
save  ge tting e rrors .

In th is  
instance , 
Scribus 
h as  
e m be dde d
 th e  
'D e jaVu 

Sans Book ' font. Be  care ful h e re  
as  you can not e m be d all fonts, 
som e  bough t fonts com e  w ith  
lice ns e s  th at do not allow  
e m be dding.

Th e  
Extras tab 
give s  
acce s s  to 
pre s e ntation
 e ffe cts :

Th is  is  to e ffe ctive ly cre ate  a PDF 
slide s h ow . Som e th ing I doubt w ould 
be  w e lcom e  at your local print s h op!

Th e  Vie w e r tab is  ve ry im portant 
for th e  display of your docum e nt.

Som e  PDF file s w ill com e  as 'Single  
Page ' w h e re  you scroll dow n vie w ing 
one  page  at a tim e . But som e  
docum e nts com e  displaye d as an 
ope n book  (Double  Page ) w ith  tw o 
page s  on scre e n at once . Docum e nt 
Layout is  w h e re  th is  s e tting is  
s e le cte d. Double  Page  h as  a Le ft and 
Righ t option, th is  is  w h e re  your front 
page  w ill be . Righ t is  w h at m ost 
Europe an publications w ould us e . 
Visual Appe arance  is  w h e re  you can 
us e  th e  PDF vie w e r applications' 
de fault s e ttings or force  oth e r 
options such  as  full scre e n, display 
th um bnails and so on. Spe cial 
Actions is  rare ly us e d but m ay com e  
in h andy if you w ant to e xe cute  som e  
Javascript on ope ning a PDF.

Se curity is  w h e re  you can 
e ncrypt your PDF w ith  a 
passw ord. You can also allow  or 

pre ve nt 
such  th ings 
as printing, 
copying te xt 
and such  
lik e .

Colour tab h as  som e  s e ttings 
for e ith e r 'Scre e n/W e b', 'Printe r' 
or 'Gre yscale '. Most of th e  tim e  
you w ill us e  Scre e n/W e b.

Afte r you h ave  s ifte d th rough  
th e  options you click  Save  and 
h ope  for th e  be st! If it's  your first 
tim e  e xporting a docum e nt to 
PDF th e n it w ill tak e  a fe w  trie s  
to ge t it just th e  w ay you w ant it.

In clos ing, th e re  are  som e  
th ings you m ust re m e m be r w h ile  
e xporting your docum e nt:

 • Do not re ly on us e r ch ange able  
options - such  as  m e nu bars - for 
pre s e ntation as th e  us e r can e as ily 
turn th e s e  back  on again poss ibly 
m ak ing your docum e nt look  ugly.
 • It is  be st not to le t your docum e nt 
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 coding, h ack ing and s e curity, non-W indow s 
ope rating syste m s or gam ing? Still in ne e d of plans for your 
2008 sum m e r h oliday? Re ad on, be caus e   m igh t be  just 
th e  th ing for you!

 is  a nine -day LAN e ve nt tak ing place  in th e  
Ne th e rlands in th e  sum m e r of 2008. Th e  first diffe re nce  w ith  

m ost re gular LAN partie s  is  th at ETH 0 tak e s  place  outdoors . You bring, not only your 
com pute r, but your ow n te nt (or caravan) to an ope n fie ld in th e  north e rn tip of H olland 
approxim ate ly 30 m ile s  north  of Am ste rdam .
Many LAN partie s  are  aim e d sole ly at gam e rs  – and ofte n W indow s only gam e s  at th at - 
at ETH 0, w e  are  h osting a LAN e ve nt th at cate rs  to a w ide r audie nce  th an just gam e rs , by 
h aving inform ative  spe e ch e s  and discuss ion pane ls on a varie ty of subje cts .
Th e  LAN are a w ill be  divide d into four village s :
• : e ve ryth ing on O pe n Source , O pe n standards , 
s e curity, Unix, Ubuntu and oth e r non-W indow s ope rating syste m s .
• : h oste d by w w w.s im uze .nl, a com m unity for 
s h aring m us ic unde r th e  Cre ative  Com m ons lice ns e , th is  village  cate rs  to 
pe rform e rs  and e nth us iasts of m us ic, vide o and oth e r m ultim e dia re late d th ings .
• : as  th e  nam e  sugge sts , th is  village  is  about e ve ryth ing re late d 
to w ire le s s  te ch nology.
• : of cours e , just be caus e  th e  focus of th e  e ve nt is  
not on gam ing, it doe sn't m e an w e  w ant to e xclude  gam e rs  com ple te ly. 
Th e re fore , one  village  w ill be  de dicate d to gam e s  and gam ing 
tournam e nts .
Each  village  h as  its  ow n stage , w h e re  discuss ions w ill be  h oste d. Th is  e nsure s  a targe t 
audie nce  truly inte re ste d in th e  pre s e ntation, and for th e  vis itors it's  e asy to w alk  to a 
diffe re nt village  to le arn about ne w  subje cts w ith out h aving to go to a s e parate  e ve nt.
As w e ll as m ajor spe ak e rs , e ve ry m e m be r of th e  public is  invite d to s h are  th e ir 
k now le dge . If you h ave  e xpe rie nce  in a particular subje ct, you are  invite d to join our 
discuss ions or pre s e nt a spe e ch  of your ow n. If you just w ant to liste n and le arn, and 
h ave  fun w ith  lik e -m inde d pe ople , you're  m ore  th an w e lcom e  to join us  at ETH 0 as a 
vis itor.
For m ore  inform ation, including various spe e ch e s  w e  plan to h ave  and h ow  to s ign-up, or 
if you can h e lp us in any w ay, ch e ck  our w e b s ite  at w w w.e th -0.nl.

go full scre e n as som e  vie w e r 
applications m ay not as k  or give  a 
w arning w h ich  m ay frigh te n vie w e rs  
w h e n th e ir scre e ns  go black  and flick e r!
• Th e  Pre -Fligh t Ve rifie r is  your frie nd, 
h e e d its  w arnings! You can click  on an 
e rror in th e  Ve rifie r w indow  and it w ill 
jum p to th at page  and h igh ligh t w h at, or 
w h e re , th e  e rror is  locate d.
• Th ink  about your re ade rs , if th e y are  
vie w ing your docum e nt on a slow  
com pute r or an old laptop th e n you 
re ally do not w ant to us e  th e  'ope n 
book ' form at as th e ir m ach ine  m ay be  to 
old to q uick ly display tw o page s  at once .
• To e dit w h at is  ch e ck e d or unch e ck e d 
in th is  docum e nt's  Export PDF w indow  
you can go to th e  File  → Docum e nt Se t-
up m e nu. 

And th at brings us  to th e  e nd of 
m y Le arning Scribus s e rie s , I h ope  
you've  e njoye d it, I've  s e e n som e  
gre at th ings cre ate d by pe ople  
w h o've  follow e d th is  s e rie s  so 
ple as e , k e e p th e  e m ails com ing!

 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/49 4f53 
Scribus vide o tutorials. 

ADVERTISEM ENT

http://www.simuze.nl
http://www.eth-0.nl
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/494f53
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RREEVVIIEEWW

A re lative ly ne w  application 
h as  found its  w ay into th e  
re ce nt ve rs ions of m any 

Linux distributions . It is  calle d 
Tom boy. It contains s e ve ral parts : 
a post-it application, a note  pad, a 
cross -inde xing tool and a q uick  
publis h e r. It is  also ve ry addictive , 
e asy to us e  and doe s  aw ay w ith  
th e  h as sle  of nam ing file s  and 
re m e m be ring dire ctory path s . 
Tom boy is  an e volving application 
and th e  late st re le as e  is  still 

ve rs ion 0.6. Eve n at th is  e arly stage , 
h ow e ve r, it is  ve ry robust. Th e re  are  
e ve n m any official and unofficial 
plugins available  to e nh ance  th e  
application e ve n furth e r.

Start Tom boy by click ing 
Applications >  Acce s sorie s  >  Tom boy 
Note s . Th is  launch e s  Tom boy as an 
apple t on your m e nu tool bar. O nce  
launch e d it re m ains  active  and you 

can acce s s  your note s  q uick ly 
from  th e  apple t icon until you log 
out or q uit th e  apple t. You can 
also launch  Tom boy e ve ry tim e  
you log in by adding th is  
application in auto-start m e nu 
acce s s e d from  Syste m  >  
Pre fe re nce s  >  Se s s ions >  Start-
up Program s . Click  th e  ne w  
button to add “ Tom boy ”  in nam e  
box and “ tom boy ”  in com m and 
box. Ne xt tim e  you log in 
Tom boy w ill start autom atically.

Ove r tim e  you m ay te nd to 
forge t th e  file  nam e  in w h ich  you 
h ave  save d your w ork  or th e  
dire ctory w h e re  your file  w as 
locate d. For th is  purpos e , 
de s k top s e arch  tools are  us e ful 
but com parative ly cum be rsom e . 
W ith  Tom boy, you do not h ave  to 
re m e m be r and ope n any 
particular file  unde r your 
dire ctory tre e . All your note s  are  
store d unde r th e  nam e  of th e  
h e ading. Eve n be tte r, th e y are  

TTOO MM BBOO YY
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inde xe d. Tom boy cre ate s  its  ow n 
h idde n dire ctory unde r you h om e  
dire ctory. To s e e  th e  conte nts of 
th is  dire ctory you can "e nable " 
vie w  h idde n file s  option in 
Nautilus and brow s e  th e  conte nts , 
alth ough  th e re  is  no re al ne e d to 
do th is .

W ork ing on any Tom boy note  
can be  accom plis h e d w ith  just tw o 
click s . First click  on apple t icon (in 
th e  tool bar). Th is  give s  you a list 
of all note s  th at you h ave  m ade  in 
orde r of re ce nt us e . For th e  
s e cond click , s e le ct th e  note  from  
th e  list to start w ork ing. You can 
launch  m ultiple  note s  at th e  sam e  

tim e  and you can ope n close  or ope n 
note s  as  ne e de d. Th e  list of note s  
th at are  displaye d is  lim ite d. If you 
w ant a note  to alw ays appe ar in th e  
list you can m ak e  it stick y by click ing 
on th e  “ pin”  icon against th e  note  so 
th at e ve n if is  not of re ce nt us e  it w ill 
not disappe ar from  vie w . Th e  list also 
allow s you to cre ate  a ne w  note  or to 
s e arch  for a te xt patte rn in e xisting 
note s . Saving note s  is  as  e asy as just 
clos ing th e  note . Th e re 's  no ne e d of 
giving a file  nam e  or a dire ctory to 
store  it in as Tom boy doe s  th at on its  
ow n.

W h e n you start a ne w  note  Tom boy 
give s  it a s e q ue ntial h e ading 
autom atically. To ch ange  th e  h e ading 
all you h ave  to do is  ove rw rite  th e  
de fault h e ading w ith  your ow n. In 
e ffe ct th e  h e ading of th e  note  is  also 
th e  file  nam e . Be caus e  of th is , 
Tom boy doe s  not allow  you to h ave  
tw o note s  of th e  sam e  nam e  and 
w arns you w h e n clos ing a note  w ith  
sam e  h e ading to ch ange  th is . Th e  
inte rface  is  ve ry s im ple  as th e re  are  
only five  s im ple  m e nus and a place  
to w rite  your note . Th e  m e nu ite m s 
in th e  note s  w indow  are  Se arch , Link , 
Te xt, Tools and D e le te . As th e  nam e  
im plie s , th e  Se arch  m e nu ope ns th e  

s e arch  dialog box w h e re  you can 
de fine  s e arch  crite ria. It re turns 
a list of all note s  th at contain 
your ite m  w ith  num be r of 
occurre nce  in e ach  note . You can 
dire ctly click  on s e arch  re sults to 
ope n any note .

W h ile  
w riting a 
note , if you 
s e le ct a 
w ord (or 
s e ve ral 
w ords) th e  

link  m e nu be com e s  active . if you 
click  on th is  a ne w  note  w ith  th e  
h igh ligh te d w ord(s) as note  
h e ading is  starte d. Th e  
h igh ligh te d w ord can also be  
give n spe cial form atting from  
th e  options available  unde r th e  
Te xt m e nu. Alth ough  lim ite d, th e  
te xt form atting options are  
sufficie nt. Standard s h ort cuts of 
copy, cut, paste , bold, and italic 
also w ork . Th e  D e le te  m e nu 
option de le te s  th e  curre nt note . 
To pre ve nt accide ntal de le tions a 
confirm ation box appe ars . Th e  
Tools m e nu give s  ris e  to m any 
m ore  poss ibilitie s  and w e  w ill 
discuss  th is  a little  late r.
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To m ak e  
life  e as ie r 
Tom boy h as  
som e  cool 
fe ature s  lik e  
spe ll ch e ck , 
auto-link ing 

and h ype r-link ing. Additionally, 
th e re  are  m any plugins available  
th at can e nh ance  functionality. 
Th e  spe ll ch e ck e r w ill h igh ligh t 
any w ord th at you spe ll w rong by 
unde rlining in re d. By bringing th e  
m ous e  cursor on top of th e  
m is spe lle d w ord and righ t click ing 
you ge t a m e nu for look ing at 
alte rnative  w ords . You can also 
add custom  w ords to th e  
dictionary so th at th e y do not 
s h ow  up as spe lling e rrors .

Auto-link ing is  one  of th e  be st 
fe ature s  of Tom boy. Th is  
application inde xe s  all w ords th at 
are  w ritte n in a note  and 
com pare s  th e m  w ith  h e adings of 
all note s  th at you h ave  m ade . If it 
finds any w ord (or com bination of 
w ords) m atch ing h e ading of an 
e xisting note  th e n th is  w ord(s) is  
autom atically h igh ligh te d in re d 
and a link  is  cre ate d to th at note . 
O n click ing th e  link e d note  is  

ope ne d. Th is  m ak e s  a gre at w ay of 
m ak ing cross  re fe re nce d note s . Not 
only th is , if you ch ange  th e  h e ading 
of a note  w h ich  is  link e d from  som e  
oth e r note  th e  w ords in th at note  w ill 
also ch ange  to s h ow  th e  ne w  
h e ading! W atch  out as th is  can h ave  
uninte nde d cons e q ue nce s  too. Th is  
is  also th e  re ason th at you s h ould 
k e e p h e adings uniq ue  and not us e  
s ingle  w ords .

Tom boy also w ork s  w ith  h ype r-
link s , inte rnal as w e ll as e xte rnal. For 
instance , if you w rite  th e  full path  to 
a local file  lik e :

file://home/sudev/test.odt

A h ype r link  is  autom atically 
cre ate d w ith in your note . W h e n you 
click  on th is  your syste m  w ill fire  up 
th e  as sociate d application and ope n 
th e  targe t file . In th is  e xam ple  th e  
O pe nO ffice .org W rite r program  w ill 
be  launch e d w ith  te st.odt file . Th is  is  
a gre at w ay of e m be dding your file s  
into note s  and so th at you don't h ave  
to re m e m be r th e  e ntire  dire ctory 
tre e . You can h ave  m ultiple  file  
(link s) in one  note  and m ultiple  note s  
m ay link  to one  file .

Sim ilarly, w h e n an e xte rnal 
h ype r-link  to a w e b page  is  
click e d, it fire s  up your brow s e r 
and th e  URL is  ope ne d w ith in 
th at. Th e  m om e nt you w rite  a 
w e bs ite  URL or an e m ail addre s s  
it autom atically cre ate s  a h ype r-
link . Click ing on an e m ail 
addre s s  starts a com pose  (w rite  
to) w indow  in your m ail program .

Th e  "Note  of th e  Day" plug-in 
is  not turne d on by de fault. O nce  
th is  fe ature  is  turne d on th e n 
e ve ry day a ne w  note  is  
ge ne rate d giving date  as th e  
h e ading w ith  tw o s e ctions for 
tas k s  and appointm e nts . If you 
do not add any conte nt th e n th is  
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note  is  autom atically de le te d. Th is  
is  s im ilar to m aintaining your daily 
diary.

Installing 
a plug-in is  
e asy. A 
rath e r 
inte re sting 
and 
im portant 
plug-in is  th e  
“ Re m ind ”  

plug in and follow ing th e  
de scription be low  you can also 
start us ing th is . First, dow nload 
th e  binary from  
h ttp://raph ae l.slinck x.ne t/file s/tom
boy-re m inde r.dll. Now  ope n th e  
plug-in folde r by righ t click ing on 
apple t icon, it is  th e  first m e nu 
ch oice . Drag and drop th e  
dow nloade d file  in to th is  folde r. 
Quit and re start Tom boy and th e n 
us e  th e  Pre fe re nce s  m e nu to 
e nable  th e  Re m ind plug-in. Now  if 
in any note  you w rite  "Re m ind 15 
August" th e  w ords w ill 
autom atically h igh ligh te d in 
ye llow  indicating th at a re m inde r 
h as  be e n s e t. O n th e  15th  August 
th is  note  w ill autom atically pop up 
w h e n Tom boy is  running. If you 

are  busy and close  th e  note  it w ill 
k e e p popping ope n e ve ry h alf an 
h our until you de le te  th e  re m inde r. 
Such  conve nie nce ! You can w rite  
re m inde rs  in m any form ats . “ Re m ind 
Sunday ”  “ Re m ind 23 August at 
11:30am ”  are  all valid form ats . Look  
up Tom boy h om e  page  or ch e ck  out 
on th e  inte rne t on additional 
inform ation and oth e r plug-in th at 
are  available .

Th e re  is  no lim it to le ngth  of note  
and you can w rite  page s  w orth  of 
te xt in one  note . H ow e ve r, practically 
it is  e as ie r to bre ak  up note s  in to 
m any sm alle r note s . O r you can 
w rite  long de tails in a file  and give  a 
file  a link  in a note  th at sum m arize s  
th e  de tails.

Now  w e  com e  to th e  Tools m e nu. 
O ne  bas ic ch oice  is  printing note s  
w h ich  ope ns th e  print dialogue  w ith  
th e  usual printing options . Anoth e r 
option is  to s e e  w h at note s  link  to 
th e  curre nt note . You can navigate  to 
any of th e s e  note s  by just click ing on 
th e  nam e . Th e  m ost inte re sting 
option unde r th is  m e nu is  Export to 
H TML. W ith  th is  you can cre ate  a 
w e b page  from  your note  w ith  just 
click  of a button. Th e  pop up box also 

offe rs  you th e  ch oice  of 
e xporting only th e  curre nt note  
or all note s  th at are  link e d w ith  
th e  curre nt note . Not only are  
link e d note s  are  publis h e d in th e  
w e b page , but intra-link s  are  
also cre ate d so th at you can 
click  and navigate  from  th e  .h tm l 
page .

H ow  can th is  be  a k ille r 
fe ature  th at can e nh ance  th e  
functionality of Tom boy? Sim ple , 
just copy paste  th e  output .h tm l 
page  to your w e b dire ctory and 
you h ave  a publis h e d docum e nt! 
In our organization w e  h ave  
configure d w e b-s e rve r to allow  
pe rsonal page s . W e  cut and 
paste  th e  .h tm l output to our 
pe rsonal w e b-folde r and s e nd 
out e m ails w ith  th e  link  to 
pe ople  w e  w ant to s h are  w ith . 
Th is  w ay w e  can s h are  
inform ation and in th e  sam e  w ay 
by re -publis h ing from  update d 
Tom boy note . 

More  inform ation on  can 
be  s e e n at th e  h om e page : 
h ttp://w w w.gnom e .org/proje cts/tom
boy/

http://raphael.slinckx.net/files/tomboy-reminder.dll
http://www.gnome.org/projects/tomboy/
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MM YY  OO PPIINNIIOO NN GGAAMM EESS,,  WW HH EERREE  
AARREE  TTHH EEYY??

H one stly th at is  m y q ue stion, w h e re  are  th e y? Sure , th e re  are  a lot of fre e w are  gam e s  out th e re  th at are  fun and re ally put toge th e r 
w e ll. But w h e re  are  th e  big nam e  title s? W h e re  are  Crys is , H e llgate  London, W orld of W arcraft, Age  of Em pire s , Guild W ars or any of th e  
oth e r block buste r title s th at are  out for th e  W indow s bunch ?

W h at is  it th at k e e ps  th e  
EAs of th e  w orld (and by 
EAs I spe ak  of publis h e rs  

lik e  Ele ctronic Arts , UbiSoft e tc.) 
from  re cognizing our love ly stable  
ope rating syste m ? Th at is  a 
q ue stion th at I k now  h as  be e n 
th row n around for age s  now. But 
it's  still som e th ing th at I 
constantly as k  m ys e lf w h e ne ve r I 
fire  up m y W indow s box to play 
W orld of W arcraft or Battle fie ld 
2142. W h y can't w e  s e e  th is  
support for Ubuntu Linux and 
Linux in ge ne ral?

I h ave  be e n a fan of Linux s ince  
I playe d w ith  Re d H at w ay back  in 
th e  day. I h ave  follow e d a lot of 
distributions such  as  Sus e , 
O ne bas e  (now  de funct), Ge ntoo, 
Re d H at, and a fe w  of th e  sm alle r 
distributions . My curre nt love  is  
Ubuntu w h ich  I've  us e d off and on 

s ince  4.10. I h ave  alw ays k e pt up 
w ith  w h at w as going on in th e  re alm  
of Ubuntu. But m y re al love  on th e  
PC is  th e  gam ing are a, from  First 
Pe rson Sh oote rs  to Fligh t Sim ulators 
to RPGs. If th e y've  be e n re le as e d I've  
trie d to play th e m . From  th e  good to 
th e  bad to th e  ugly, th e y've  cross e d 
m y de s k top. I just love  gam e s ...

And th is  is  w h e re  in m y e ye s  
(w h ich  re m e m be r are  m y e ye s  not 
your e ye s) Linux is  lack ing just w ay 
too m uch . I k now  for one  w e  can 
count on say id Softw are , de ve lope r 
of th e  Doom  and Quak e  franch is e s , 
to re le as e  an update  afte r th e ir 
product is  re le as e d to give  us  a 
w ork ing copy of a W indow s bas e d 
gam e  for Linux. And i'm  sure  th e  
de ve lope rs  of th e  Unre al franch is e  is  
anoth e r one  of th os e  com panie s  th at 
w ill support Linux. Unfortunate ly, lik e  
id Softw are , it is  w ith  a boxe d ite m  

but w ith  a patch . I don't w ant to 
ge t a patch  to m ak e  a W indow s 
bas e d gam e  run on Linux. I w ant 
a box w ith  a CD or a DVD w ith  
th e  gam e  on it, re ady for 
installation on m y Linux syste m . 
“ But w ait, w e  can us e  W ine  or 
Ce de ga to run our favorite  
m ode rn W indow s gam e s!”  I 
k now  and I h ave  us e d to run a 
fe w  of m y gam e s , but th at's  
adding an e xtra le ve l of 
“ com ple xity ”  th at re ally 
s h ouldn't e ve n e xist for th e  
ave rage  de s k top us e r. Pe ople  
th at are  com ing ove r from  th e  
W indow s w orld are  so us e d to 
sliding in th e  CD or DVD into 
th e ir drive , installing th e  gam e , 
and h aving an icon on th e ir 
de s k top w ith out h aving to k now  
anyth ing te ch nical about th e ir 
com pute r or ope rating syste m . 
W h e n th e y m ak e  th e  trans ition 
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to Ubuntu th e y e xpe ct th e  sam e  
th ing. W e  ne e d native  Linux 
gam e s  from  big nam e  com panie s  
w ith  big nam e  title s and w e  ne e d 
th e m  boxe d and re ady for 
purch as e  off our local gam e  store  
s h e lve s or from  
an online  store .

Do you guys 
re m e m be r Lok i 
Gam e s? Th e y 
w e re  in m y 
opinion one  of 
our h ope s  for 
boxe d gam e s  
from  th e  big 
guys out th e re . 
Lok i re le as e d 
good products th rough  th e ir 
life span and I alw ays th ough t th e y 
w ould garne r e nough  inte re st in 
th e  Linux com m unity th at th e y'd 
stick  around longe r th an th e y did. 
Th e y w ould tak e  a W indow s bas e d 
gam e  and port it to Linux, w ith  a 
custom  installe r for e asy 
installation on any Linux com pute r 
capable  of running th e  gam e . I 
th ink  th e  last boxe d Linux native  
gam e  I bough t w as iD  Softw are 's  
ow n Quak e  3 w h ich  w as “ porte d ”  
ove r to Linux by Lok i and a fine  

one  at th at, and in all h one sty I 
bough t th at, not for th e  de ath m atch  
bas e d gam e play but for th e  fact th at 
it w as going to support a com pany 
trying to bolste r Linux's  appe al as a 
gam ing platform . Unfortunate ly in 

2002 Lok i de cide d 
to close  up s h op 
and w ith  th at w e  
lost our one  ability 
to ge t a boxe d 
native  Linux gam e .

My oth e r inte re st 
is  w h y is  it th at th e  
m ain gam e s  th at 
do ge t “ porte d ”  to 
th e  Linux platform  
are  s h oote rs? W h y 

is  th at? W h y do w e  not s e e  Blizzard 
give  th e  com m unity a Linux clie nt 
for th e ir 10 m illion us e r m ass ive ly 
popular MMORPG W orld of W arcraft; 
but w e  do ge t Unre al Tournam e nt 3 
re le as e d for th e  Linux platform ? And 
w h ile  w e  are  spe ak ing of Blizzard 
w h y is  it th at th e y w ill re le as e  a 
clie nt for th e  Mac ope rating syste m  
and on th e  Inte l platform  w h e n w e  
all k now  O S X h as  a foundation of 
BSD? Grante d, Blizzard h as  alw ays 
re le as e d both  Mac and W indow s 
ve rs ions of th e ir gam e s , but w h y not 

for Linux? W h y is  it th at Ole g 
Maddox of Maddox 1c, de ve lope r 
of th e  IL2 franch is e , w ill not do a 
“ port”  of IL2 to th e  Linux 
platform  e ve n w h e n h e  h as  be e n 
as k e d num e rous tim e s  about it? 
Ye t on th e  oth e r s ide  of th e  coin 
iD  softw are  h as  re le as e d a fre e  
clie nt for it's  ne w  Quak e  
franch is e  e ntry and Battle fie ld 
s e rie s  com pe titor Ene m y 
Te rritory: Quak e  W ars . W h y is  it 
th at th e  FPS ge nre  w ill support 
th e  Linux com m unity and 
platform  to an e xte nt but ge tting 
a com pany lik e  Blizzard (W orld 
of W arcraft), Gas Pow e re d 
Gam e s  (Supre m e  Com m ande r), 
Re lic (Com pany of H e roe s) to 
e ve n th ink  about it is  a ch ore  
unto its e lf?

I th ink  th e  m ain de tractor to 
th e  EAs of th e  w orld supporting 
th e  Linux syste m s out th e re  is  
th e  m ark e t s h are . Th e  Linux 
de s k top m ark e t s h are  just isn't 
th e re . W ith  Apple  h aving 8%  
m ark e t s h are  now  I can s e e  th e  
Mac garne ring m ore  inte re st in 
th e  gam e  re alm , e ve n th ough  
Ste ve  Jobs h as  an off again on 
again inte re st in gam ing for h is  
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syste m s (re m e m be r th e  unve iling 
of Doom  3?). Fact is , Mr Jobs just 
doe sn't care  about gam ing on h is  
syste m s . But if you look  at Apple 's  
m ark e t s h are , and it's  curre nt 
“ h ot”  status w ith  th e  consum e r, I 
could de finite ly s e e  th e ir s h are  of 
th e  de s k top m ark e t incre as ing 
e ve n m ore  and fact be  k now n 
Microsoft's  s h are  w ill not drop 
anytim e  soon. And w ith  th at, in 
m y opinion th e  proble m  w ith  th is  
is  th at I don't s e e  th e  Linux 
de s k top incre as ing to th e  point 
th at it can catch  up to Apple . 
W ith out th e  ave rage  W indow s or 
Mac us e r k now ing about Ubuntu 
or Linux I don't fe e l it can catch  
up, and in e s s e nce  w on't gain th e  
inte re st of th e  big EAs of th e  
gam ing w orld. And th at m e ans 
adve rtis e  on TV and in 
m agazine s , not just on th e  w e b. 
W ord of m outh  is  good, but to ge t 
our pe nguin on m ore  m ach ine s  
and gain its  m ark e t s h are  I fe e l 
th at th e re  s h ould be  Ubuntu 
adve rtis e m e nts in m ost com pute r 
m agazine s , te le vis ion 
com m e rcials (Le t's  s e e  a Ubuntu 
vs. W indow s vs . Mac ad. Now  th at 
w ould be  inte re sting), e tc. But 
th at's  just m y opinion of cours e .

Anoth e r of th e  de tractors is  th e  
ove rall support by th e  gam ing 
com panie s  for Microsoft's  D ire ctX 
API. A m ajority of th e  gam e s  th e s e  
days , no m atte r w h at ge nre , are  
de s igne d w ith  D ire ctX in m ind. Ye t if 
you look  at th e  bas e  e ngine  of both  
th e  Quak e  s e rie s  and th e  Unre al 
s e rie s  th e y are  
built around th e  
O pe nGL API, 
w h ich  is  an 
ope n graph ics  
API and is  
totally 
supporte d by 
th e  Linux 
platform . 
Ubuntu (and 
Linux in 
ge ne ral) doe s  not h ave  an D ire ctX 
com patible  API s e t, so gam ing 
com panie s  w ould ne e d to re de s ign 
th e ir gam e s  in O pe nGL or Microsoft 
w ould h ave  to h ave  D ire ctX support 
Linux to h ave  a full fe ature d 3D 
gam e  e ngine . And again th is  is  
w h e re  Ce de ga com e s  in and allow s 
Linux us e rs  to run D ire ctX e nable d 
gam e s , but it is  not a foolproof w ay 
of playing th os e  gam e s . Th e re 's  a lot 
of te ch nical is sue s  w ith  playing th e s e  
gam e s  th rough  Ce de ga such  as  

vide o is sue s , cras h e s , graph ics  
card incom patibilitie s . Th e  
ge ne ral de s k top us e r w ill not 
w ant to h aggle  w ith  th os e  
is sue s; it's  a just w ork  m e ntality. 
W h ich  you can't blam e  s ince  
th e y are  com ing from  a W indow s 
w orld w h e re  th e  softw are  is  

de s igne d for it 
and pre tty 
m uch  w ork s  
out of th e  box.

In clos ing, if 
w e  are  to ge t 
Ubuntu (or 
Linux in 
ge ne ral) 
s e riously into 
th e  gam ing 

m ark e t and th ough t of as a 
s e rious platform  for gam ing w e  
ne e d m ark e t s h are . To ge t th at 
m ark e t s h are  w e  ne e d 
adve rtis ing and w ith  adve rtis ing 
w e  w ill s e e  inte re st from  th e  
de s k top us e rs  th at w ant ch ange  
and as th e y com e  ove r and 
boost m ark e t s h are  th e  EAs of 
th e  w orld w ill s e e  our platform  
as a w e ll rounde d and stable  
gam ing e nvironm e nt. Is  w h at I'm  
saying so w rong? Absolute ly not! 
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MM YY  SSTTOO RRYY UUBBUUNNTTUU  AANNAALLOO GGYY

I am  not th e  k ind of pe rson w h o fe e ls a s e ns e  of pride  in Microsoft bas h ing. I re spe ct Microsoft as th e y put in a lot of e ffort in orde r to 
m ak e  a stable  ope rating syste m  w h ich  th e y update  re gularly w ith  s e rvice  pack s  and fixe s . For th is  re ason I us e d w indow s for about 
th re e  or four ye ars . But th e n I h e ard from  a frie nd, th at th e re  is  an O S nam e d Ubuntu th at is  s h ippe d fre e  of cost w ith  no postal ch arge s . 
So, I de cide d to give  it a try. W h e n I starte d us ing Ubuntu, I le arne d ove r tim e  th at Ubuntu is  a far be tte r ope rating syste m .

O n a cozy little  h ill unde r a 
large , le afy oak  live d a 
com m unity of ants . Th e  ants 
w ork e d toge th e r to m utual 
advantage . W h e n one  ant h ad an 
ide a h e  w ould cre ate  a blue print 
and post it on a com m unity 
m e s sage  board. O th e r ants w ould 
th e n pitch  in to h e lp bring th e  
plan to fruition. It w as a s im ple  
and e ffe ctive  approach  to life . Th e  
ants w e re  h appy and prospe rous .

O n th e  oppos ite  s ide  of a ne arby 
stre am  live  a bunch  of unruly 
grass h oppe rs . Th e s e  grass h oppe rs  
did not live  as a com m unity but 
inste ad did as th e y w ante d, ofte n 
acting in th e ir ow n s e lf inte re st. 
Som e tim e s  an aspiring grass h oppe r 
w ould com e  up w ith  w h at h e  
be lie ve d w as a uniq ue  tool or 
structure . Motivate d by gre e d, h e  
w ould file  a pate nt for h is  "inve ntion" 
w ith  th e  local pate nt office . Now , th e  
pate nt office  w as run by m ole s w h o 
live d in ancie nt tunne ls by ancie nt 
rule s and unde rstood little  of bugs , 
tools or building code s . W h e n th e s e  
odd grass h oppe rs  w ould file  th e ir 
applications , th e  m ole s s im ply 
approve d th e m  be caus e  it w as e as ie r 
th an trying to unde rstand. Be lie ving 
th e  pate nt gave  th e  grass h oppe r 
e xclus ive  righ ts , e ach  w ould fie rce ly 
de fe nd h is  ide a by e ith e r de stroying 

anyth ing th at look e d s im ilar or 
re q uiring prote ction m one y. As a 
re sult, som e  grass h oppe rs  w e re  
q uite  prospe rous but m ost live d 
in fe ar and fe w  w e re  h appy.

Eve ntually, th e  grass h oppe rs  
w e re  able  to force  m ost 
e ve ryone  e lse  to live  by th e ir 
rule s . Th e  ants , h ow e ve r, care d 
little  about th e  politics of 
grass h oppe rs  and continue d to 
build th e ir com m unity as th e y 
h ad alw ays done . In tim e , th e y 
de ve lope d an e ffe ctive  and 
h igh ly distribute d com m unity 
w ith  s e parate  but s im ilarly run 
h ills all ove r th e  are a. It w asn't 
long be fore  th e  ant com m unity 
be cam e  large  e nough  to attract 
th e  atte ntion of th e  gre e dy 
grass h oppe rs  w h o at first fe lt th e  
ants w e re  just odd and h ad little  
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future  but now  re alize d th at th e y 
actually h ad it q uite  good. Th e y 
be cam e  je alous, and de cide d th e  
be st cours e  of action w as to claim  
th e  ants h ad infringe d on th e ir 
pate nts and s h ould e ith e r be  
paying prote ction m one y or force d 
to give  up th e ir w ay of life . A fe w  
of th e  
ants w e re  
foole d by 
th is  tactic 
and fe ll 
unde r th e  
spe ll of 
th e  
grass h opp
e rs . Th e  
re st just 
laugh e d at 
th e  
grass h opp
e rs  and 
w e nt 
about building and im proving 
th e ir com m unity.

Th e  grass h oppe rs  w e re  
pe rple xe d by th is . Th e y w e re  not 
accustom e d to h aving oth e rs  
laugh  and turn th e ir back s  on 
th e m . Th e y cons ide re d appe aling 
to th e  m ole s , but it w as cle ar th e  

m ole s w ould not h e lp and w ould 
lik e ly tak e  aw ay th e ir pre cious 
pate nts rath e r th an try and figure  
anyth ing out.

Finally, gre e d and frustration le d 
th e  grass h oppe rs  to conclude  an all 
out attack  on th e  ants w as ne e de d. 

Arm e d w ith  
th e ir law ye rs  
th e y took  to th e  
s k ie s . Spotting 
w h at look e d to 
be  th e  ce nte r of 
th e  com m unity 
th e y sw arm e d 
dow n upon th e  
ants and is sue d 
w rits  and file d 
injunctions . 
Sm ug in th e ir 
supe riority, th e  
grass h oppe rs  
le ft confide nt 

th at th e y h ad w on and w ould s e e  or 
h e ar little  from  th e  ants e ve r again.

Th e  ants , of cours e , w e re  not 
de fe ate d in th e  le ast. O th e r 
com m unitie s  rallie d around th e m  and 
life  w e nt on m uch  as  be fore . Th e  
ants continue d to e xpand and 
prospe r. Th e  oth e r cre ature s  saw  th is  

and one  by one  abandone d th e  
grass h oppe rs  and th e ir 
re strictive  lice ns e s . From  tim e  to 
tim e  th e  grass h oppe rs  w ould 
is sue  ve nom le ss  th re ats but th e  
e ve r e xpanding ant com m unity 
paid little  atte ntion.

Afte r one  particularly long and 
dark  w inte r, th e  grass h oppe rs  
aw ok e  to find th e m s e lve s alone  
and irre le vant. A fe w  of th e  
brave r one s  cross e d th e  stre am  
and joine d th e  ants . Th e  re st 
stood around daze d, confus e d 
and unable  to com pre h e nd w h at 
h ad h appe ne d. 
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UUBBUUNNTTUU  YYOO UUTTHH Th e  future  of O pe n Source  is  in th e  Young Pe ople  of today; th at's  
w h y th is  corne r of th e  m agazine  is  for young pe ople  or s im ply 
th os e  w h o are  young at h e art.

I w as on Th ink Ge e k .com  th e  
oth e r day look ing for th ings to 
be g m y m oth e r for. I cam e  up 

w ith  a list of th e  m ost aw e som e  
(and ge e k y!) gifts th at your 
pare nts' cre dit card can orde r! 
H e re  it is ...

h ttp://w w w.th ink ge e k .com /h om e office /bl
ank e ts/574a/

Th is  
blank e t 
h as  a nice  
te rm inal-
gre e n on 
black  
patte rn of 
1's  and 
0's  all 
ove r it. 

Th e  blank e t is  85%  acrylic and 15%  
polye ste r. Pe rfe ct for k e e ping you w arm  
as you code  your w ay th rough  th is  
h oliday s e ason. Price : $39 .9 9  USD

h ttp://w ik i.gp2x.org/w ik i/W h e re _to_Buy
Th e  w orld's ve ry first h andh e ld ope n-
source  Linux-bas e d gam ing platform , 

now  w ith  a 
touch scre e n!
 Th e  nice  
th ing about 
th is  is  th at 
it's  fully 
h ack able . 
You can 
dow nload 
gam e s  for it 

off th e  inte rne t and e ve n de ve lop your ow n 
w ith out a lice ns e . It also plays m us ic and 
vide o, and a pe rfe ct Ch ristm as pre s e nt for 
anyone  w h o lik e s  Linux or O pe n Source . 
Price : ~ $169 .9 9  USD

h ttp://w w w.linuxform at.co.uk /
It h as  gre at tutorials, 
re vie w s , inte rvie w s , 
and a Live DVD e ve ry 
m onth  full of softw are . 
At th e  tim e  of w riting, 
th e  m ain article  of th e  
m agazine  is  “ 10 Gre at 
D IY Proje cts ” , and th e  
DVD fe ature s  Xubuntu 
7.04. It's  a gre at 
m agazine  for le arning 

as w e ll as staying in touch  w ith  th e  Linux 
com m unity. Price : $178 USD (~ 124 e uros or 
£9 0) for a one  ye ar subscription.

h ttps ://s h op.canonical.com /
H ow  could I 
poss ibly not 
include  th is  in an 
article  for an 
Ubuntu 
m agazine ? Sh ow  
off your Ubuntu 
pride  and 
prom ote  

Fre e /O pe n Source  softw are  w ith  th is  
e xce lle nt m e rch andis e ! You can ge t 
k e ych ains , note book s , T-s h irts  and 
e ve n USB flas h  drive s  w ith  th e  Ubuntu 
logo on th e m . Th e y also s e ll CDs in 
cas e  you ne e d a large  q uantity for a 
bus ine s s  or an organization. Price : 
Varie s , £7.50 UK for a bas ic T-s h irt. 

http://www.TeensOnLinux.org
http://www.ThinkGeek.com
http://www.thinkgeek.com/homeoffice/blankets/574a/
http://wiki.gp2x.org/wiki/Where_to_Buy
http://www.linuxformat.co.uk/
https://shop.canonical.com/
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UBUNTU W O M EN

Th e  Ubuntu-W om e n (UW ) 
Proje ct w as founde d by Vidya Aye r 
in January 2006 w h e n Mark  
Sh uttle w orth  grante d official 
status to th e  proje ct and by March  
w e  h ad a m ailing list and also a 
ne w  w e bs ite  : w w w.ubuntu-
w om e n.org

Curre ntly UW  com pris e s  a te am  
of volunte e rs  to provide  a 
platform  of e ncourage m e nt and 
dire ction for w om e n to contribute  
to Ubuntu-Linux, a D e bian bas e d 
fre e  and ope n-source  GNU/Linux 
softw are . Th e  Flosspols re port, 
indicate s  th at about 1.5%  of 
FLOSS com m unity m e m be rs  w e re  
fe m ale , com pare d w ith  28%  in 
proprie tary softw are , w h ich  is  
sligh tly h igh e r at 2.4%  w om e n 
according to th e  Ubuntu Ce nsus 
Surve y (June  2006). At pre s e nt w e  
h ave  m any active  w om e n 
volunte e rs  lik e  Susana, Elizabe th , 
Rom ana, Sh e ri, Isabe lle , D inda 
and m any m ore , w h o span 

diffe re nt tim e zone s  across  th e  globe . 
O ur m ain goal is  to provide  vis ibility 
to w om e n w h o contribute  and don 
diffe re nt te ch nical and non-te ch nical 
role s in th e  Ubuntu com m unity. 
Program m ing be ing h igh ly 
de ve lopm e nt-orie nte d and a ple th ora 
of distro's  m ak e s  it m ore  difficult in 
te rm s of ide ntifying a proble m  in "X" 
application, and k now ing h ow  to 'fix' 
it. W ith  UW  w e  h ave  trie d to cre ate  a 
platform  for w om e n to com m unicate  
ope nly and as k  te ch nical q ue stions 
w ith out any fe ar of be ing flam e d or 
ridicule d for as k ing s illy be ginne r 
q ue stions .

- If you are  a FLOSS de ve lope r, w e  
h ave  a Me ntoring program  along th e  
line s  of Each -O ne -Te ach -O ne , and 
w ould lik e  to h ave  volunte e rs  w illing 
to m e ntor w om e n in spe cific 
te ch nical tas k s  (such  as  w riting 
patch e s , bug te sting, w riting 
spe cifications and m aintaining 

pack age s  th e re by e nabling 
support to le arn and grow.

- Sponsor w om e n w h o w is h  to 
give  te ch nical pre s e ntations 
about Ubuntu at Inte rnational 
confe re nce s  and s e m inars .

- O rganize  Ubuntu h ack -fe sts , 
bar cam ps for w om e n at Linux 
confe re nce s  or local e ve nts .

You can us e  th e  m ailing list 
(h ttps ://lists .ubuntu.com /m ailm an
/listinfo/ubuntu-w om e n) or 
ch anne l # ubuntu-w om e n at 
fre e node .ne t to run cours e s  on 
Ubuntu-re late d de ve lopm e nt or 
any te ch nical topic.

UW  m e m be rs h ip h as  alw ays 
be e n ope n to all, irre spe ctive  of 
ge nde r and  could figure  on 
our Profile s page  by joining us 
and us h e ring in ch ange  and 
dive rs ity via Ubuntu-W om e n! 

http://www.ubuntu-women.org
https://lists.ubuntu.com/mailman/listinfo/ubuntu-women
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SSOO UUNNDD   BBIITTEESS H e re  are  som e  th ings you m ay h e ar on th is  m onth s  podcast. If 
you h ave  an ide a or w ant to tak e  part th e n e m ail our h ost, 
Matth e w  Ross i, at podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Th is  m onth  I w ill be  talk ing 
about CNR (Click  and Run), 
a pack age  m anage r from  

 w h ich  w ill be  
im ple m e nte d into Ubuntu in th e  
ne ar future . Th e y h ave  re le as e d 
th e ir first be ta for Ubuntu. Th e  
follow ing is  h ow  Linspire  de scribe s  
CNR:

So e s s e ntially all you ne e d to do is  
dow nload th e  clie nt, install it. A 
button appe ars in your Applications 
>  Syste m  Tools m e nu th at says CNR 
on it. Click  on it and it'll ope n Fire fox 
and point it to w w w.cnr.com , th e n 
s e arch  for your de s ire d softw are . 
Th e n you dow nload th e  softw are , and 
th e  CNR clie nt installs it. Th e re  is  talk  
going around about it (CNR) be ing 
put into Ubuntu. To sum  it up: th e re  
is  a com bination of ope n source  
softw are  and proprie tary softw are , a 
com bination of th e  ide as  of 
Synaptic/Apt and th e  de adly 
Autom atix.

All ope n source  and fre e  
proprie tary softw are  (such  as  Adobe  
Re ade r e tc) re m ain fre e . Subscription 
to th e  CNR Pre m ium  Se rvice  give s  
you discounts on non-fre e  softw are  
and oth e r privile ge s . You can find 
m ore  inform ation about it at 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/8f735b. 
Th e re  is  also a bas ic fre e  
m e m be rs h ip th at CNR offe rs , but you 
don't ne e d a m e m be rs h ip to install 

fre e  softw are  from  CNR.

Now  th at I've  e xplaine d w h at 
CNR is , th e  ne xt th ing is  h ow  to 
s e t th e  th ing up. Th e re  are  
instructions at 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/29 2f
f4; but be  w arne d, th e  softw are  
is  still in th e  be ta stage s  of life . 
For th e  article , I h ave  te ste d th e  
CNR softw are  on m y Ubuntu 
Gutsy Gibbon Com pute r. W h e n I 
ope ne d th e  7MB de b file , I h ad 5 
de pe nde ncie s  th at ne e de d to be  
installe d prior to installing CNR. 
O nce  it's  done , s e le ct CNR from  
th e  Applications >  Syste m  Tools 
m e nu. A gre e n orb w ith  a picture  
of a m an w ill appe ar in your 
status bar. To acce s s  th e  cnr.com  
s ite , you just click  on th e  gre e n 
button.

As a de m onstration, I 
atte m pte d to install Adobe  
Re ade r. You click  on th e  install 
button and Fire fox prom pte d m e  
to dow nload a .cnr file . I did, but 

mailto:podcast@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.cnr.com
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/8f735b
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/292ff4
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I h ad no ide a h ow  to install it. Th is  
is  w h at CNR says is  suppos e d to 
h appe n:

Advance d us e rs  can also dow nload 
CNR softw are  via th e  com m and line .

And th e n I find out th at it only 
supports Fe isty Faw n. Go figure . So I 
try O pe ra, and th e  sam e  th ing 
occurs . Now , th e re  is  a picture  of it 
actually w ork ing h e re , s h ow ing w h at 
it s h ould do w h e n you click  on th e  
Install button. Th e n I re alis e  th at I 
forgot to log out and in of Ubuntu. So 
I do th at and try it again, and O pe ra 
installs. Th e  conce pt is  inte re sting, 
alth ough  I w ould m uch  rath e r not 
re q uire  to s e arch  for softw are  us ing a 
w e b page , rath e r th e  s e arch  
capabilitie s  be  acce s s e d us ing th e  
clie nt.

Th e  clie nt is  us e d for m anaging th e  
apps th at you install th rough  CNR. It 
runs in th e  back ground and it installs 
th e  softw are  w h e n you click  on th e  
install button. It also allow s you to 
ch oos e  one  of s ix th e m e s  for th e  
clie nt (h ow  inte re sting), ch oos e  th e  
s e rve r th at you w ant to dow nload 
from , and allow s you to uninstall 
program s .

Th e  conce pt of CNR is  
inte re sting, but I do pre dict th at 
th e re  w ill be  a large  back las h  
am ongst som e  of th e  Ubuntu 
com m unity, and th at is  
e xpe cte d. H as  Ubuntu done  th e  
de al w ith  th e  de vil? H ave  th e y 
m ade  th e  righ t ch oice  in 
bundling CNR w ith  Ubuntu? 
Th os e  q ue stions w ill be  
answ e re d in th e  cours e  of ne xt 
ye ar.

 I give  CNR four out of five , 
alth ough  I'm  not convince d th at 
O pe ra is  be tte r th an Fire fox...
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LLEETTTTEERRSS Eve ry m onth  w e  lik e  to publis h  som e  of th e  e m ails w e  re ce ive . If you w ould lik e  to 
subm it a le tte r for publication, com plim e nt or com plaint, ple as e  e m ail it to: 
le tte rs@ fullcircle m agazine .org. PLEASE NOTE: som e  le tte rs  m ay be  e dite d for space  re asons.

First I w ant to th ank  you for 
an e xce lle nt online  
m agazine . I h ave  be e n 

follow ing it s ince  th e  start. You are  
doing an e xce lle nt job! 

I h ave  be e n an Ubuntu us e r 
s ince  th e  re le as e  of 7.04 and I 
h ave  to adm it, I finally found a 
distribution th at I am  h appy w ith . I 
h ave  it installe d on 3 of our 4 
h om e  PCs. My w ife  and ch ildre n 
took  to it lik e  it h ad alw ays be e n 
th e re . In addition, I h ave  installe d 
th e  Ubuntu s e rve r product and a 
fe w  w ork stations at w ork  to save  
on lice ns ing and oth e r th ings . 
(Four s e parate  h ospitals) Th e  
e xpe rie nce  h as  be e n aw e som e !

As th e  m agazine  grow s tow ard 
m aturity, I w ould lik e  to s e e  a 
little  s ide  colum n be  de ve lope d 
for th e  inte rm e diate  crow d. 
Som e th ing lik e , h ow  it w ork s . 
Maybe  title s could be : 

 

LETTER OF TH E M ONTH W rite r of Le tte r of th e  Month  w ins  
tw o m e tal Ubuntu cas e  badge s!

I w ante d to th ank  you for th e  Scribus 
tutorial s e rie s  in Full Circle . I run a s h op in 
Se cond Life  and I de cide d to put toge th e r 
a catalog for m y store . I e nde d up us ing 
Scribus to put it toge th e r, in no sm all part 
th ank s  to your s e rie s . Eve ryone  w h o s e e s  
it love s it, and pe ople  can h ardly be lie ve  
th at I've  ne ve r cre ate d a catalog, or us e d 
DTP softw are , be fore .

I've  alre ady de cide d to do 
anoth e r catalog ne xt 
m onth , and I look  forw ard 
to s e e ing th e  ne xt tutorial 
in Full Circle . I can't w ait to 
s e e  w h at I'll le arn ne xt.

 ... th ings 
lik e  th at. It s e e m s  th at th e  m agazine  
is  ge are d tow ard ne w  us e rs  to pus h  
th e ir k now le dge  e nve lope  and th at is  
w onde rful, but putting som e  
inte rm e diate  stuff in th e re  w ill pus h  
th e  k now le dge  bas e  of th e  
inte rm e diate  us e rs .

As  a confirm e d Ubuntu us e r 
from  Dappe r days , I am  
am aze d th at any article s 

publis h e d on upgrading alw ays s e e m  
to e xpe ct th at I w ill dow nload th e  
ne w  ve rs ion ove r th e  inte rne t. As I 

usually ge t th e  late r ve rs ions on 
CD or DVD I w ould lik e  to be  able  
to us e  th at m e dium  to do m y 
upgrade . I h ave  Gutsy on CD and 
I did us e : sudo apt-cdrom  add to 
add th e  CD to m y source s  file .

W h e n I trie d to upgrade , I w as 
conne cte d to th e  inte rne t and 
ubuntu de cide d to dow nload all 
1,050 or m ore  upgrade  file s .

Se ve ral h ours late r it th e n 
trie d to apply th e  dow nloade d 
upgrade s  and k e pt giving m e  
m e s sage s  about th e  ne e d to 
e ith e r k e e p or ignore  various 

mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
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pack age s  to w h ich  I re plie d.

Afte r s e ve ral m ore  h ours , th e  
upgrade  w e nt into lim bo and I le ft 
it for a fe w  m ore  h ours in th e  
h ope  th at it w ould som e h ow  w ak e  
up and com ple te .

I e ve ntually turne d th e  m ach ine  
off and w as som e w h at surpris e d 
to actually s e e  ve rs ion 7.10 k ick  
into life  w h e n I ne xt turne d it on.

W h at I w ould lik e  to s e e  is  an 
article  targe tte d tow ards us e rs  
w h o w ant to upgrade  from  th e  CD 
or DVD. It s e e m s  th at a diffe re nt 
m e th od ne e ds  to be  us e d w ith  
e ach  re le as e . Is  th is  corre ct?

Also, you m igh t lik e  to look  at 2 
program s I found re ce ntly. Th e y 
are :  w h ich  s h ow s 
installe d program s w h ich  h ave  no 
de pe nde ncie s  and  
w h ich  displays a list of installe d 
program s w ith  th e  option of 
re m oving th e m .

Ed: 

 

First of all, I love  your m agazine  
but look ing at Is sue  4, page  2, 
in th e  copyrigh t notice  te xt it 

says : "
". Th is  is  

not a URL, it is  a h ost nam e , w h ich  is  
only a part of a URL. Anoth e r part, 
for instance , is  th e  protocol nam e . 
 Se e : 
h ttp://w w w.faq s .org/rfcs/rfc1738.h tm l 
for de tails.

Ed: 

It is  a little  m isle ading to e ntitle  
th e  article  us ing th e  7.10 
distribution of Ubuntu. 

 W ubi/Ubuntu 7.10 is  not q uite  re ady 
for prim e  tim e . You w ouldn't e ve n 
gue s s  th is  from  th e  article  until 
pe rh aps th e  e nd w h e re  th e  alph a 
re le as e s  of W ubi are  m e ntione d. My 

e xpe rie nce  and oth e rs  h ave  
be e n disappointing so far w ith  
th e  ne w  re le as e  of W ubi/Ubuntu. 
I love d us ing it w ith  th e  e arlie r 
re le as e  and am  look ing forw ard 
to a stable  ve rs ion soon.

Ed: 

I h ave  just re ad your Q& A 
s e ction 7th  is sue  of Full Circle  
Magazine  and I h ave  spotte d 

an e rror: in th e  q ue stion about 
us ing 4 GB of RAM th e  answ e r 
w as th at you h ave  to us e  th e  64-
bit ve rs ion of Ubuntu. Th is  is  
plainly w rong - it is  e nough  to 
install k e rne l w ith  PAE support 
(i.e . linux-im age -VERSION-s e rve r 
pack age ) and boot it.

Ed: 

Thanks for the tip with the two deb apps, I'll definitely look in to them. And I agree with you abouthttp://www.faqs.org/rfcs/rfc1738.html
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QQ && AA If you h ave  an Ubuntu re late d q ue stion w h ich  ne e ds  answ e ring, e m ail it to us h e re  
at q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org, and w e 'll pass  th e m  to Robe rt for answ e ring in 
a future  is sue . Ple as e  include  as m uch  inform ation as you can about your proble m .

Q  W h at is  th is  Ch ristm as 
th ing anyw ay?

A According to th e  w onde rful 
source  of inform ation, 
Uncyclope dia.org, 

. I de cide d I w ould 
inve stigate  th is  m ore , and found 
out th at W al Mart re ce ntly 
unve ile d a $200 PC running 
Ubuntu w ith  th e  Enligh te nm e nt 
de s k top. H urrah  for Ch ristm as!

h ttp://uncyclope dia.org/w ik i/Ch ristm as 
h ttp://w w w.de s k toplinux.com /ne w s/NS71
14714037.h tm l

Q  And w h o's  th e  guy w ith  th e  
big be lly?

A You m ust be  talk ing about 
Santa. Santa re ce ntly 
be cam e  une m ploye d in 

favor of th e  m ore  
popular and 
adorable  Santa-
Tux. Don't w orry, 
you'll still ge t your 
pre s e nts!

Q  Are  th e re  any Ch ristm assy 
Ubuntu gam e s?

A H ow  about Snow ballZ ? It's  a 
s im ple  pe nguin-bas e d gam e  
involving th e  th row ing 

snow balls and pe nguins . W h at m ore  
could you as k  for? Th e  Top5 is  a s e t of 
Ubuntu gam e s , m aybe  w e  could just 
us e  it h e re  inste ad of dow n be low ?
h ttp://pack age s .ubuntu.com /snow ballz

Q  I've  m ade  m y de s k top all 
Ch ristm assy, and w ant to s e e  
w h at oth e r pe ople  h ave  done  to 

th e irs  for Ch ristm as - w h e re  can I go?

A Try th e  be low  th re ad on 
th e  Ubuntu Forum s . Fe e l 
fre e  to post your th e re , 

and borrow  som e  ide as! Also, 
ch e ck  out Andre w  Min's  guide  to 
ge aring up your de s k top for th e  
h olidays on page  11.
h ttp://ubuntuforum s .org/s h ow th re ad.ph
p?t=628244

Q  W h e re  w ould I find a top 5 
list of Ch ristm as Ubuntu 
apps?

A Try th e  Full Circle   
on page  37.

mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://uncyclopedia.org/wiki/Christmas
http://www.desktoplinux.com/news/NS7114714037.html
http://packages.ubuntu.com/snowballz
http://ubuntuforums.org/showthread.php?t=628244
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My com pute r is  3 ye ars  old. It's  a de ce nt com pute r. It h as  a Pe ntium  4 3GH z 
Proce s sor, 512MB RAM, 1x160GB H ard Drive  w ith  XP Pro and Ubuntu Gutsy dual 
boot (Gutsy h as  80GB and XP h as  70GB) w ith  a DVD Burne r, an nVidia 7600 GS 
graph ics  card and a w ire le s s  k e yboard and m ous e  w h ich  e ats th rough  far too m any 
batte rie s . And a Be nQ FP731 17" LCD m onitor. My w allpape r is  a picture  of a 
h oliday th at I w e nt to in th e  Australian sum m e r to a tow n calle d Inve rloch , in 
Gippsland, Victoria. Th e  bottom  pane l is  alm ost transpare nt, w h e re as  th e  top pane l 
is  le s s  transpare nt. I h ave n't done  anyth ing spe ctacular to it, just adde d icons to 
th e  top pane l as ne e de d. I love  Gutsy and w ill continue  to run it e ve n w h e n I m ak e  
th e  sw itch  to a Mac soon.

M y de s k top scre e ns h ot, running a conk y script, on 
Gnom e  w ith  Fus ions GTK2 Th e m e . Th e  w allpape r 
is  a graph ic I found on Gnom e -Look .org. I 

inve rte d th e  colors w ith  Th e  GIMP.

Curre ntly, I run an AMD 64 Anth lon 3400+  w ith  512 
MB of RAM and a 160 GB H ard Drive . 

Your ch ance  to s h ow  th e  w orld your de s k top or PC. Em ail your scre e ns h ots and 
ph otos to: m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org and include  a brie f paragraph  about your 
de s k top, your PC's spe cs and any oth e r inte re sting tidbits  about your s e tup.

mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
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H om e page : h ttp://w w w.froze n-bubble .org/

O n th e  surface , Froze n 
Bubble  look s  lik e  a 
rath e r s im ple  gam e . 
Th e  obje ct is  to s h oot 
little  balls at oth e r little  
balls of th e  sam e  color. 
Sim ple , righ t? Th at's  
w h at I th ough t, but 
w h at starte d out as 
re s e arch  for th is  article  
turne d into a ball s h ooting fre nzy th at laste d for 
longe r th an I'd care  to say. It is  sufficie nt to state  th at 
th is  gam e  is  h ours of fun. D isclaim e r: If you are  fire d 
for playing Froze n Bubble  during th at im portant 
m e e ting, I am  not to blam e .

To install Froze n Bubble , grab th e  froze n-bubble  
pack age  in th e  unive rs e  re pos itory. You can also run 
an online  Java apple t at: 
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/df9 687

Your m onth ly list of Linux gam e s  or applications 
from  th e  de pth s  of th e  Inte rne t. If you h ave  an ide a 
for a list, ple as e  e m ail: m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org

H om e page : h ttp://w w w.e xtre m e tuxrace r.com /

Extre m e  Tux Race r is  
anoth e r e xtre m e ly h ard 
and e xtre m e ly addicting 
gam e . Lik e  Froze n Bubble , 
th e  pre m is e  s e e m s  
absurdly e asy: race  dow n 
a h ill colle cting h e rring. 
H ow e ve r, you ne e d to ge t 
e ve ry s ingle  h e rring to 
w in. O h , one  m ore  th ing: 
you can't go back w ards! And don't forge t about th e  
slippe ry ice , th e  tre e s , th e  jum ps, or th e  tim e  lim it.

Extre m e  Tux Race r h asn't ye t m ade  it into th e  
re pos itorie s . Luck ily, you can dow nload a .de b cre ate d 
by a us e r nam e d H am is h . You can also install an olde r 
ve rs ion k now n as Plane t Pe nguin Race r us ing th e  
pack age  plane tpe nguin-race r in th e  unive rs e  
re pos itory.  

Gutsy Gibbon (7.10) introduce d a fe ature  w h ich  allow s w e b link s  w ith  'apt:' to initiate  an install, th is  is  a ne w  fe ature  w e  are  te sting h e re  in th e  Top 
5 s e ction. Any link s  w h ich  appe ar in re d unde rline  w ill as k  you if you w is h  to install th at pack age . Do le t us k now  if you lik e  or dislik e  th is  fe ature . 

mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://www.frozen-bubble.org/

http://www.extremetuxracer.com/
apt:frozen-bubble
apt:planetpenguin-racer
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H om e page : 
h ttp://supe rtux.le th argik .org/

Eve ryone 's  playe d th e  class ic 
platform  gam e  Supe r Mario. Eve n 
if it is  close d-source , com m e rcial, 
and Ninte ndo-lice ns e d platform s -
only, it's  a ton of fun. But som e  of 
us don't ow n Ninte ndo m ach ine s . 
In th is  aw e som e  gam e  Tux 
re place s  th e  plum be r, th e  alm ost-
as -lovable  pe nguin, Pe nny, 
re place s  Prince s s  Pe ach , and th e  
e ne m ie s  are  re place d by w alk ing 
snow  balls, ice  block s , ch e rry 
bom bs , and flying snow  balls.

To ge t Supe r Tux, just dow nload 
and install th e  supe rtux pack age  
in th e  unive rs e  re pos itory. 

H om e page : 
h ttp://w w w.joe y101.ne t/snow ballz/

If you're  tire d of playing m indle ss  
arcade  gam e s , try Snow ballz. It's  a 
uniq ue  re al-tim e  strate gy gam e  
involving... pe nguins  and snow balls. 
In th e  gam e  you control tw o type s  
of pe nguins : w ork e rs  and 
snow balle rs . Your w ork e rs  gath e r 
fis h  to fe e d your colony and your 
snow balle rs invade  oth e r pe nguins ' 
igloos. But w h e n you invade  oth e r 
pe nguins ' igloos, e ne m y snow balle rs 
com e  out and figh t back . Snow ballz 
also include s  a fun LAN m ode , so 
you can pe lt your boss  frie nds w ith  
snow balls. To start playing th is  gre at 
gam e , install th e  snow ballz pack age  
in th e  unive rs e  re pos itorie s . 

H om e page : 
h ttp://w w w.e urone t.nl/~ rja/Xsnow

Xsnow  w ill s e nd s h ow e rs  of snow  
dow n your de s k top, landing 
grace fully on your w indow s or 
tas k bar. You'll also notice  th at 
th e  snow  w ill cove r your icons 
(you can "w ipe " th e m  w ith  your 
cursor and th e y'll com e  righ t 
back ). And if you're  luck y, you 
m igh t spot Santa flying by.

To ge t Xsnow , dow nload th e  
xsnow  pack age  from  th e  
m ultive rs e  re pos itory. If you us e  
Kubuntu, m ak e  sure  you e nable  
"Support Program s in D e s k top 
W indow " in Syste m  Se ttings >  
D e s k top >  Be h avior (Ubuntu w ill 
w ork  out of th e  box). 

http://www.joey101.net/snowballz/
http://supertux.lethargik.org/
http://www.euronet.nl/~rja/Xsnow
apt:supertux
apt:snowballz
apt:xsnow
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W e  are  alw ays look ing for ne w  article s to include  in Full Circle . For article  guide line s , 
ide as , and for is sue  translation, ple as e  s e e  our w ik i: 
h ttp://w ik i.ubuntu.com /UbuntuMagazine
Ple as e  e m ail your article s to: article s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Full Circle  Te am
 - Ronnie  Tuck e r

ronnie @ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Rob Ke rfia

adm in@ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Robe rt Clips h am

m rm onday@ fullcircle m agazine .org
 - Matth e w  Ross i

podcast@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Sam ue l Barre tt
Robe rt Clips h am
Danie l Coh e n
Ph ilipp H öh n
Andre w  Min
Vid Aye r

Nicola Cappe llini Jonny Dove r
Ryan H artlage         Matth e w  H olde r
David Maino           Rich ard Mills
Andre w  Min            Ale x Russ e ll
Jam e s  Savage          Jam e s  W illiam s

And our th ank s  go out to 
, th e  

 and th e  m any translation 
te am s around th e  w orld.

If you w ould lik e  to subm it ne w s , e m ail it to:
ne w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Se nd your com m e nts or Linux e xpe rie nce s  to:
le tte rs@ fullcircle m agazine .org

H ardw are /softw are  re vie w s  s h ould be  s e nt to:
re vie w s@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Que stions for future  inte rvie w s  s h ould go to:
q ue stions@ fullcircle m agazine .org

Lists and de s k top/PC ph otos s h ould be  
e m aile d to:
m isc@ fullcircle m agazine .org

If you h ave  q ue stions , you can vis it our forum :
w w w.fullcircle m agazine .org

Sunday 13th  January 2008.

Friday 25th  January 2008.

H AVE YOUR SAY
If you w ant to h ave  your say in h ow  
Full Circle  de ve lops, ple as e  atte nd our 
m onth ly IRC m e e ting.

You can find our ne xt age nda at:
h ttp://url.fullcircle m agazine .org/f2ba08
W e  w ant th e  input of you, th e  re ade r, 
to h e lp us m ak e  de cis ions th at affe ct 
th e  m agazine .
Ne xt ge ne ral, all w e lcom e , m e e ting: 

Me e tings tak e  place  in th e  IRC ch anne l 
, w h ich  is  on th e  

irc.fre e node .ne t s e rve r. O r you can us e  
our w e bIRC page  w h ich  is  at 
h ttp://irc.fullcircle m agazine .org and it 
w ill allow  you to inte ract w ith  our IRC 
ch anne l from  w ith in your w e b brow s e r.

http://wiki.ubuntu.com/UbuntuMagazine
http://ubuntuforums.org/forumdisplay.php?f=270
mailto:news@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:letters@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:reviews@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:questions@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:misc@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:ronnie@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:admin@fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:mrmonday@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://url.fullcirclemagazine.org/f2ba08
mailto:articles@fullcirclemagazine.org
http://irc.fullcirclemagazine.org
mailto:podcast@fullcirclemagazine.org



