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FFrroomm   tthh ee   DDeesskk   ooff  tthh ee   CChh iieeff  EEddiittoorr

H e re  w e  are  w ith  th e  th ird is s ue  of PCLinuxOS Magaz ine , and I fe e l confide nt th at all our 
re ade rs  and our s taff are  ple as e d w ith  th e  re s ult. I k now  I am .

In th is  is s ue  w e  h ave  a m ix of article s  for you to e njoy. Th e re  are  tips  for 'ne w bie s ' and a s traigh t-
forw ard h ow to to h e lp th os e  w h o h ave  proble m s  ge tting X to s tart afte r an update  (h ave n't w e  all 
h ad th at h appe n at le as t once ?). W e  h ave  article s  to bring you up to date  on s e ve ral of th e  
PCLinuxOS re m as te rs ; I'm  s ure  you'll all e njoy Rodne y's  s e cond ins tallm e nt on w e b page  de s ign 
and KDulcim e r's  ins igh ts  into h ow  to ge t s e ve ral popular brow s e rs  to play nice  w ith  Google  Mail.

PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  is  a com m unity e ffort; it is  not m y, nor any oth e r individual's , proje ct –  it 
be longs  to th e  PCLinuxOS com m unity. It w ill de ve lop and grow  as  w e  h ave  participation from  
oth e rs  in our com m unity –  both  PCLinuxOS and Linux at large . W e  ne e d input from  our re ade rs  
to m ak e  th is  m agaz ine  w h at YOU w ant it to be . H e re  is  h ow  you can contribute :

Firs t, and alw ays , w e  ne e d s ubm is s ions . If you h aunt th e  m ain forum  
(h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com /forum /inde x.ph p) lik e  I do, no doubt you h ave  s e e n m y pos ts  as k ing 
for article s . Eve ry day I vis it th e  forum  and re ad th e  ne w  pos ts ; it tak e  lots  of tim e , and th e re  are  
s om e  days  w h e n I s im ply cannot re ad th e m  all. W e  h ave  q uite  a fe w  e xpe rie nce d us e rs  th e re  
w h o can e xplain a s olution to a proble m  or s te e r s om e one  to th e  ans w e r th e y are  s e e k ing. Eve ry 
m onth  w e  ne e d article s  on s ubje cts  oth e r PCLinuxOS us e rs  w ill find inte re s ting or inform ative . I 
as k  e ach  of you to s pe nd a little  tim e  in th e  forum  and m ak e  a conce rte d e ffort to s pot pos ts  th at 
w ill m ak e  good article s , or a pe rs on ans w e ring a q ue s tion w h o m igh t be  able  to provide  an 
article . Se nd m e  a PM on th e  forum  ide ntifying th e  pos t and I w ill follow  up and contact th e  
pos te r to s olicit an article . Or, if you pre fe r, colle ct all th e  inform ation and w rite  th e  article  
yours e lf. W e  don't care  if you are  not a profe s s ional w rite r; m os t of us  are n't. Jus t put w ords  
toge th e r and s e nd th e m  to th e  m agaz ine .

Se cond, w e  ne e d your fe e dback . W e  all appre ciate  h e aring th at you are  ple as e d w ith  th e  
m agaz ine , but w e 'd als o lik e  to h e ar w h at you'd lik e  to s e e  ch ange d or adde d. If you h ave  an 
ide a for an article , ple as e  le t us  k now . Eve n if you can't w rite  it yours e lf, your ide as  are  valuable  
to us .

Until ne xt m onth , e njoy th e  m agaz ine  and le t us  k now  h ow  w e  can im prove . It is  YOUR 
m agaz ine .

http://mag.mypclinuxos.com
http://mypclinuxos.com
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php
mailto:mag@mypclinuxos.com?subject=October, 2006
http://pclinuxos.com
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forums/
http://www.mypclinuxos.com
http://mypclinuxos.com
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/
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PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS  00 ..99 33aa  
RRee llee aass ee dd
Te xs tar announce d on Augus t 21, 2006 th e  availability for 
dow nload or online  orde ring of PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Full Edition 
ak a Big Daddy.

Th e  full e dition com e s  w ith  K e rne l 2.6.16.27, KDE 3.5.3, Ope n 
Office , Fire fox, Th unde rbird and Nvu. Digik am , Gim p and Gq vie w  
for your digital ph oto ne e ds . Am arok , Audacity and Audio Cre ator 
for your digital m us ic ne e ds . Fros tw ire , bittorre nt and gftp for file  
trans fe rs  and p2p file  s h aring. Mplaye r and Kaffe ine  for vide o 
vie w ing. (libdvdcs s 2 re q uire d for dvd e ncrypte d playback ). Kope te  
and Xch at for online  ch atting. Blogging and podcas t s oftw are  als o 
include d. PCLinuxOS Big Daddy is  th e  full m onty!

PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS   00 ..99 33aa  BBiigg  DD aaddddyy
PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a - Full Edition ak a Big Daddy is  now  available . 
Th is  is  our full ve rs ion of th e  PCLinuxOS Dis tribution.

Inte rne t Suite
Inte rne t, Em ail, ins tant m e s s aging, and m ore ! PCLinuxOS 
include s  Th e  Moz illa Fire fox W e b Brow s e r and Th unde rbird Em ail 
Clie nt. Kope te  Ins tant Me s s e nge r allow s  your to ch at w ith  frie nds  
on Yah oo, MSN and AIM.

Com ple te  Ope n Office  Suite
PCLinuxOS com e s  w ith  a com ple te  Ope n Office  s uite  for w ord 
proce s s ing, s pre ads h e e ts , draw ings  and s lide  pre s e ntations .

Digital Ph otos
Digik am  is  a pre -ins talle d ph oto m anagm e nt program  th at allow s  
you to dow nload, organiz e , e dit, and s h are  your e ntire  ph oto 
colle ction. Eas ily conne ct your digital cam e ra to your com pute r 
and im port all of your picture s  w ith  a fe w  m ous e -click s . In addition 
to Digik am , PCLinuxOS als o include s  th e  pow e rful GIMP im age  
e ditor.

Digital Mus ic
Manage  your favorite  tune s  w ith  Am arok , an all-in-one  m us ic 
playe r built into PCLinuxOS. Burn and rip your favorite  m us ic w ith  
Audio Cre ator. File s h are  th rough  Fros tw ire .

W e b Publis h ing Tools
PCLinuxOS include s  Nvu, a pow e rful, e as y-to-us e  w e b de s ign 
program  th at is  ope n-s ource . Anyone  can cre ate  w e b page s  now , 
e ve n th os e  w ith  no te ch nical e xpe rtis e  or k now le dge  of H TML.

PCLinuxOS allow s  you to try it in Live  m ode  w ith out touch ing your 
curre nt s ys te m . If you lik e  PCLinuxOS you can e as ily ins tall it to 
your com pute r us ing th e  e as y to us e  Ins tallation program . Afte r 
ins talling PCLinuxOS to your com pute r, you can acce s s  an 
additional 5000 program s  and librarie s  from  our fre e  s oftw are  
re pos itory.

If you are  tire d of W indow s  cons tantly cras h ing all th e  tim e , th e  
blue  s cre e ns  of de ath , th e  nas ty virus e s /trojans , cons tant pop-
ups , and s luggis h  pe rform ance  th e n PCLinuxOS is  for you.

Sw itch  to PCLinuxOS today!!!

Th e  curre nt lis t of program s  on th e  Full Edition of PCLinuxOS 
0.9 3a can be  found at h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com //page .ph p?13l.

RRee aadd  aabb oouu tt  PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS   00 ..99 33aa  JJuu nniioorr  oonn  ppaaggee   2233..
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ou m ay also find th is  related article beneficial: 
Linux Work s  Even for New bie s .

As  a form er W indow s  us e r, I k now  th at it can be  easy 
to fe el overw h elm ed by th e  volum e of available 
distributions . O ften, to h elp deciph e r th e  lingo and 
ch oos e  a capable distribution, th os e  new  to th e  
com m unity s e e k  guidance from  existing us e rs . 
Som etim e s  th is  can lead to a really pos itive re sult, as  
anoth er W indow s  us e r joins  th e  Linux com m unity.

H ow ever, for som e  potential m igrants , th e  experience  

AA  WW iinnddooww ss  UUssee rr''ss  
DDee lliigghh tt
From  our "Linux is  for Total New bie s" s e rie s
courte sy of J. Allen for reallylinux.com

YY is  not so pleasant. I k now  of som e  w h o h ave found th e  
term inology fore ign and daunting, and th e  ch oice s  
overw h elm ing. As  w ith  any new  venture , th e  trick  is  to 
dip one 's  toe  into th e  w ater and not expect to m ak e  
great progre s s  in th e  early stage s  of m igration. Linux 
is  not anoth er W indow s . It offers  m any new  and 
beneficial experience s .

So, com pared w ith  uprooting one 's  entire  fam ily and 
m oving to anoth er country, it s h ould, can, and often is  
a pleasant journey into a new  w orld. But finding a 
path  th at allow s a gradual ch ange is  alw ays  be st, and 
in m y cas e  th is  m eant starting w ith  th e  PCLinuxOS 
flavour.

22
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Th e Linux com m unity, in general, is  fie rcely 
protective and supportive of new ly arrived im m igrants  
lik e  m ys elf. Th ere  is  plenty of guidance available. Th e  
IRC ch annels in particular are  a ready source  of h elp 
and encouragem ent. From  m y reading, it is  clear th at 
m ost Linux us e rs  experim ent w ith  a num ber of 
"flavours" until th ey s ettle on th e  one  w ith  th e  be st 
"taste" for th em . As  th e ir m onik e r declare s , 
PCLinuxOS is  "radically s im ple." Th is  w as  precis ely 
th e  k ind of distribution I ne eded.

h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com
h ttp://w w w .m ypclinuxos .com
irc.efnet.ca/#pclinuxos

For your convenience , I h ave included link s  at th e  
beginning of m y article to encourage th os e  w h o w ant 
to go ah ead and read w h at th e  forum  us e rs  say. You 
m ay also w ant to tak e  a m om ent to join th e  IRC 
ch annel for som e  discus s ion and to as k  applicable 
q ue stions .

PCLinuxOS w as  devis ed and is  m aintained by a sm all, 
dedicated, extrem ely h ard-w ork ing team  led by 
Texstar. Th is  very adaptable flavour is  intended to be  
as  easy as  pos s ible for som eone  totally new  to Linux, 
but not nece s sarily new  to com puters .

BBaallaannccee   ooff  VVee rrssaattiilliittyy  &&   CCaappaabb iilliittyy

PCLinuxOS offers  th e  flexibility of be ing both  a 
Live CD, and include s  all nece s sary com ponents  
for a full installation. As  a Live CD vers ion it can 
boot directly from  a CD drive w ith out any 
installation to th e  h ard dis k . But m ore  
im portantly, it include s  an easy to us e  installer 
th at allow s you to fully install it w h en you are  
ready. O f cours e , as  w ith  m any m ajor 
distributions , th e re  are  excellent guide s  on th e  
w ebs ite  for h elping you us e  th e  installer. As  if 
th e s e  ch aracteristics  w ere  not enough , th e  system  
can be  rem astered to suit th e  us e r's  ne eds  and 
de s ire s , as  w itne s s ed by th e  various  offspring 
including: PCLinuxOS 9 2, M iniM e, Kid-Safe, 
and Supergam er.

RRee mm aassttee rrss   ooff  PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS

PCLinuxO S Kid -Safe  - A deligh t for both  
ch ildren of all age s  and th e ir parents , th is  Live CD 
allow s ch ildren to surf th e  w eb in safely, play fun 
and educational gam e s  w h ile th e ir parents  can 
relax in th e  k now ledge th at th e ir ch ildren can do 
no h arm  to th e ir existing system . Th e  big benefit 
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is  th at ch ildren are  also reasonably protected on th e  
w eb by Dansguardian.

Th is  vers ion include s  a w onderland of jolly gam e s , 
som e  of w h ich  I h ave played. Th ey h ave am us ing 
graph ics  and effects  th at offer an undiluted joy of 
learning. Th ere  are  also installed gam e s  to suit all age s  
in th is  system ; Patience , m y favorite , is  also in th e re! 
Alth ough  Tuxtype is  de s igned for young people, it is  
an excellent te ster of one 's  typing s k ills and can h elp 
ch ildren gain typing s k ills in a fun w ay.

Th e  one  draw back  is  th at th is  particular specialist 
vers ion is  not currently installable. You h ave to run it 
from  th e  CD or DVD drive, w h ich  is  a bit slow  but 
certainly effective . An installable rem aster is  in th e  
w ork s  and w ill soon be  available.

PCLinuxO S Supergam er - Th is  is  for dedicated 
gam ers  and include s  public dom ain dem os  of som e  of 
th e  fam ous  3D gam e s . H e re 's  a paste  from  th e  w ik i:

     •  Doom  3 and Quak e  4 - Th e  playable dem os!
     •  Enem y territory - Wolfenste in: Enem y Territory
     •  Neverball - Th is  really is  a great gam e . Go play it!
     •  Ch rom ium  B.S.U.- Fast paced, arcade -style, top-
scrolling space  s h ooter.
     •  Battle Z one  capture  Flag - Th e  3D tank  battle 
gam e .

     •  Nexuiz - A fast-paced fre e -as -spe ech  ego s h ooter 
w ith  excellent graph ics
     •  Supertux - SuperM a.. uh m , Tux! Doe s  Tux do 
plum bing as  w ell?
     •  PlanetPenguin Racer and Tuxk art - Penguin fun 
for everybody. Go Tux!
     •  UFO : Alien Invas ion - A strategy gam e featuring 
tactical com bat against h ostile aliens! And,
     •  Cube , Battle for W e snoth , Foobilliards , pinball 
and m any m ore .

Apart from  all of th e s e , th e  Supergam er vers ion 
include s  m any of th e  gam e s  also found in m ost Linux 
distributions . O f cours e , to render th e  m ost splendid 
graph ics  it doe s  re q uire  a h igh -end com puter w ith  
plenty of pow er. Th is  vers ion is  fully installable, so 
you can try it out as  a Live CD and th en later install it 
to your system .

PCLinuxO S Am aroK  - A collaboration of Am arok  
and M agnatune s , am ong oth ers , th is  boots  and goe s  
straigh t on-line , ready to stream  m us ic for th e  us e r. 
Som e track s  h ave already be en s et up for th e  us e r to 
play. Th is  vers ion is  also fully installable.

I encourage you to read about each  of th e s e  in detail 
on th e  w ebs ite  and follow  th e  link s  to dow nload th e  
ISO  im age s .
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PPee rrssoonnaall  GGrraattiiffiiccaattiioonn

M y ow n experience  w ith  PCLinuxOS h as  be en a joy 
from  th e  beginning. Know ing a little about Linux, I 
started to us e  it s e riously beginning in Septem ber, 
2005. W h en I discovered PCLinuxOS in M arch , 2006, 
m y k now ledge and us e  began to reach  th e  stratosph e re . 
It w as  so easy to us e  day-to-day.

To k e ep th ings  s im ple and ensure  you start off q uick ly, 
PCLinuxOS abounds  in pre -installed applications . A 
new  us e r's  deligh t is  finding th at after th e  installation 
th e re  are  num erous  us eful program s  –  all ready to run. 
Even w ith out both ering to read th e  instructions , it w as  
intuitive to us e  and so easy to install. Configuring is  
also easy and I h ave already created m y first 
personalized Live CD.

PPee rrssoonnaalliizziinngg  YYoouu rr  PPCC

Th e PCLinuxOS Control Center (PCC), is  a 
com pre h ens ive utility th at enables  any us e r to fully 
configure  th e  system . It include s  e s s ential tools such  
as  th e  Synaptic softw are  installer and updater. 
Ke eping th e  system  up-to-date  is  a s im ple m atter of 
ch eck ing th e  rem em ber box w h en a m e s sage  panel 
appears  th e  first tim e  it is  us ed. Th en just click  
"Reload". Th re e  m ous e  click s  later and your entire  

system  is  updated. Also included is  th e  KDE Control 
Center, w h ich  allow s you to enh ance practically any 
aspect of your de s k top. You gain control over 
back grounds , buttons , color and font options  and 
m ore . M ore  im portantly, all of th e s e  can be  adjusted to 
suit your ne eds  w ith  a few  click s  of th e  m ous e .
For a donation of $20 you can gain acce s s  to PASS, a 
fast dow nload repos itory of program s  and file s , 
updated regularly by th e  developers . You get your ow n 
us e r-encoded sources.lst to add to Synaptic –  
and Texstar (th e  lead developer) gets  to eat once in a 
w h ile .

CCoonncclluu ss iioonn

Overall, PCLinuxOS offers  m any benefits  for 
som eone  getting started w ith  Linux. Be s ide s  be ing 
flexible and easy to us e , offering both  a full install and 
Live CD, it include s  m any program s  I k now  you w ill 
need for day-to-day us e . If you are  cons idering trying 
Linux, PCLinuxOS offers  you an ideal starting point.

J. Alle n is  an e nth us ias tic h obbyis t com pute r us e r of s om e  ye ars ' 
s tanding and in no w ay an e xpe rt. H e  e njoys  contributing h is  
e xpe rie nce s  w ith  Linux to e ncourage  oth e rs .
Copyrigh t 2006 J. Alle n, publis h e d by re allylinux.com  w ith  
pe rm is s ion. Re produce d h e re  by pe rm is s ion of th e  auth or.
Linux is  a re gis te re d trade m ark  of Linus  Torvalds . All oth e r 
trade m ark s  or re gis te re d trade m ark s  in th is  article  be long to th e ir 
re s pe ctive  ow ne rs .
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h ave finally installed Linux on m y de s k top and 
replaced th e  M icrosoft m onopoly in m y h ous e . A 
year and a h alf ago m y w ife  and I decided th at 

for h e r to k e ep up in sch ool and for us  to be  up-to-date  
w ith  tech nology, w e  ne eded a new  com puter. W e, of 
cours e , w ent straigh t to w w w .Dell.com  and look ed 
th ings  over. W e found a system  th at w as  righ t for our 
h ous e  and offered everyth ing w e  w anted, e specially 
M icrosoft O ffice , w ith  Pow erPoint, Publis h e r and 
everyth ing else . I rem em ber be ing s e riously bum m ed 
look ing at th e  catalog and finding out all th e  oth er 
crap w e  w ere  going to get "for fre e!" w ith  th is  
com puter, m eaning it w as  alw ays  going to be  
expens ive, even if w e  left out all th e  stuff w e  didn't 
w ant. And w ith  all th e  softw are  w e  "h ad to h ave" it 
w as  going to cost US$1,500. "W ell," w e  th ough t, "It's  
th e  only w ay, and th is  is  a nece s sary expens e ." Th en 

w e  got th e  com puter, it w as  easy to s et up and de spite  
be ing too sm all to fit m y extra h ard drive it h ad a cool 
de s ign and w e  got lots  of stuff w ith  it. I could tell you 
h ow  m any h ours  I spent rem oving stuff th at w e  didn't 
w ant –  and h ow  m any h ours  th ence  I spent trying to 
get rid of th e  annoying little advertis em ents  th at w ould 
pop up. Don't th e s e  people get it? I don't w ant to h ave 
th is  s h oved in m y face! I w ant it to w ork . And it w as  
ade quate .

Th en one  day I look ed up "C com piler" on Yah oo! 
Actually, after I got a bunch  of ads , I look ed up "fre e  
C com piler." I found a link  to th e  GNU project GCC 
page . "O h , cool," h e re 's  one  ... but it doe sn't us e  
W indow s; it us e s  som e  k ind of Unix. I'd h eard of 
GNU and s e en th e  GNU all over th e  Internet and 
w ondered w h at it w as  all about. Som ew h e re  on th e  

HH oooorraayy  ffoorr  LLiinnuuxx
by Joel J. Adam son, Biostatistician, Psych iatry Departm ent
M as sach us etts  General H ospital, Boston, M A

II
Dis claim e r: Th e  follow ing is  m y e xpe rie nce , w ith  m y h ardw are , m y s oftw are  pre fe re nce s  and m y ow n opinions . Alth ough  I w ill m e ntion 
th e  oth e r dis tros  th at I trie d to us e , none  of it s h ould be  cons ide re d "bas h ing" –  th e y m ay w ork  for you and PCLinuxOS m igh t not. All I 
k now  is  th at s o far, PCLinuxOS is  th e  only one  th at doe s  w ork  for m e .
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page I saw  "GNU/Linux" and th at jogged m y m em ory: 
"Linux is  Unix, but for a PC," a friend h ad told m e  in 
h igh  sch ool in th e  early ninetie s . I th ough t h e  m eant 
"as  oppos ed to a M acintos h " and I now  k now  h e  
m eant "as  oppos ed to a s e rver or w ork station." So, I 
w ent to W ik ipedia and look ed up Linux. "O h , cool, 
th at's  fre e  too," I th ough t again. M y experience  w ith  
Unix w as  entirely console -bas ed and I loved it but I 
k new  m y w ife  w as  going to ne ed som eth ing m ore  
stim ulating in h e r com puter us e  so I w as  not 
im m ediately intere sted. Th en I started s e e ing th ings  
lik e  "Live CD" and "distro." Th ere  w as  even a distro 
ch oos er. I click ed on th at, answ ered a few  q ue stions  
and got a list: PCLinuxOS w as  at th e  top. I look ed th at 
up on W ik ipedia too. W h at I found astounded m e : it 
w as  a full-on system  w ith  a de s k top, applications , all 
th e  stuff w e  w ere  us ing and it w as  all for fre e . Plus, I 
could do m y program m ing th at got m e  intere sted in 
th e  first place .

M y k now ledge of com puting took  a h uge  leap forw ard 
th at day. I really h ad believed th at I h ad tw o ch oice s  in 
com puting. I w as  w rong. I read about th e  ph ilosoph y 
surrounding open source , fre e  softw are  and a bunch  of 
oth er cool stuff. I started daydream ing about h ow  
m uch  m oney I w as  going to save people by ins isting 
on fre e  softw are  for m ys elf and for th em  becaus e  it's  
better and, of cours e , ch eaper.

So, I dow nloaded th e  ISO , and after "turning s everal 
CDs into coasters" I got th e  Live CD s et up and 
booted it. It w ork ed pretty darn w ell. I h ad som e  
trouble getting th e  Internet going and until th en it w as  
just a dead-end curios ity. After look ing at th e  very 
h elpful forum  I did get it w ork ing w ith  ndisw rapper. I 
w as  really im pre s s ed. I spent tim e  program m ing in 
Pyth on and ch eck ing th ings  out in general. I tried out 
a few  oth er distro's , including M EPIS, Ubuntu, 
Knoppix, Puppy Linux, Fre e sbie  and a few  oth ers . I 
lik ed th e  ideas  of BSD be st and, out of th e  distros  I 
tried, I lik ed M EPIS. I talk ed to a friend w h o w as  a 
long-tim e  Linux us e r and found out h e  us e s  Ubuntu, 
h e  said becaus e  "I h ate  h aving to spend h ours  
configuring; I just w ant it to w ork  and I'll m e s s  w ith  it 
later." 

I lik ed BSD becaus e  I really lik e  UNIX. Th ey say 
"People us e  Linux becaus e  th ey h ate  M icrosoft, 
people us e  BSD becaus e  th ey love UNIX." I lik ed th at 
perspective, de spite  both  statem ents  be ing true  of m e . 
H ow ever, w e  only h ave one  com puter and I eventually 
re s igned m ys elf to th e  idea th at W indow s  w as  "good 
enough " and started us ing XEm acs , TeX, Pyth on, R 
and oth er th ings  in W indow s . Noth ing ever w ork ed 
q uite  righ t so w h en th e  opportunity pre s ented its elf, I 
said, "W e're  sw itch ing."

M y w ife  w as  going out of tow n and th at w ould give 
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m e a w e e k  to back  up our file s , install a few  th ings  and 
s e e  w h at w ork ed be st. Plus it w ould be  som e  good 
goof-around tim e . So I h ad th e  tim e  pre s sure  of 
getting everyth ing up and running by th e  tim e  s h e  got 
back . M y plan w as  Fre eBSD, th en M EPIS, th en 
Ubuntu or Knoppix. Even th ough  I failed to realize  it 
at th e  tim e , PCLinuxOS w as  th e  only one out of all of 
th e s e  th at h ad cons istently w ork ed. I didn't lik e  it 
becaus e  it look ed too cartoonis h , too h om e -m ade  to be  
m y full-tim e  de s k top. Neverth ele s s , I k new  it w as  th e  
one  th at could get m e  a w ork ing Internet connection, 
so I k ept th e  CD around just in cas e .

In th is  cas e  th at is  exactly w h at h appened. After th e  
th rill of getting W indow s  off th e  m ach ine , I w as  left 
w ith  a Fre eBSD console and just m e s s ing around 
trying to get X running. Th en I realized w h at I really 
ne eded w as  an Internet connection becaus e  I ne eded it 
to get h elp and pack age s . So in w ent th e  PCLinuxOS 
CD and I h ad m y Internet connection running. Th at 
could h ave be en m y solution righ t th en and th e re; 
unfortunately for m e , m y girlfriends  in h igh  sch ool 
and college and oth ers , I am  stubborn and w ork  really 
h ard to get th ings  to w ork  before  I "give up." 
Som etim e s  giving up is  th e  be st solution; it actually 
leads  to new  th ings  th at w ere  better th an w h at I w as  
trying to do and doe s  inde ed get m e  w h at I w anted. 

After tw o days  of fooling around w ith  BSD I said, 

"Sh e 's  com ing back  on Tue sday, I ne ed to get th e  
system  running." So I installed M EPIS. Th at w ork ed 
w ell. Th e  Internet w ork ed –  for a w h ile anyw ay –  and 
th e  office  stuff w ork ed so I w as  h appy. Th en w h en I 
tried to w atch  R ich ard III starring Laurence  Olivier, 
th e  DVD player k ept cras h ing. Th en I couldn't eject 
th e  CD. "You don't h ave enough  righ ts ," or "You are  
not root." Th e  h ell I'm  not! I found m ys elf logged in as  
root all th e  tim e  w h ich  I k new  w as  bad. I realized I 
w as  h aving to reboot all th e  tim e  to get th e  Internet 
running. Th en, w h en I did look  at th e  forum s  I 
realized I w as  us ing an older vers ion th at included a 
lot of bad softw are . I said, "Tim e  to try som eth ing 
new ."

So I installed Ubuntu. Th at w ork ed really w ell too. All 
around, it w as  very nice; I did a lot of s h ell w ork , 
installed th e  softw are  I w anted and w e  could w atch  
DVDs. Pretty cool. Th en a funny th ing started 
h appening. Th e  Internet connection w ould die  after 
about five m inute s . I w ent th rough  h ours  and h ours  of 
entering th e  sam e  ndisw rapper configuration and 
w irele s s  configuration com m ands . I ch eck ed out 
Linux w irele s s  book s  w ith  h undreds  of page s  about 
Bluetooth  specifications , and I re installed th re e  tim e s . 
I spent h ours  on th e ir forum s . I w ent back  and forth  
w ith  m y landlord about th e  w irele s s  Internet -- 
included in our rent. H e  cam e  dow n w ith  h is  laptop 
and w e  tried to m ap out th e  reception. W e sw itch ed 
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ch annels, w e  tried m oving th e  antenna, all sorts  of 
th ings . W h ile h e  w as  s itting th e re  h e  m entioned "I 
us ed to us e  Linux for m y de s k top, but I got tired of 
re installing it; w h enever I w ould install a piece  of 
softw are  th at it didn't lik e , I'd h ave to re install."

I found m ys elf s itting th e re  th ink ing I just w ant 
som eth ing th at w ork s  as  w ell as  W indow s . As  W ELL 
AS W INDOW S!? Was I out of m y new  super-
com puting m ind? Getting aw ay from  W indow s  w as  
th e  w h ole point -- w ell, at least m ost of th e  point, 
inasm uch  as  Linux allow s us  to do th ings  th at 
W indow s  m ak e s  you pay for. W indow s  m ak e s  you pay 
for everyth ing else  too. I didn't w ant to go back  th e re , 
h ow ever I w as  getting tired of disappointing m y w ife  
w h en, in h e r new -m oth er+ m edical-student w eary 
tone s  s h e  w ould say "Doe s  th e  com puter w ork ?" I felt 
totally im potent. Th is  suck s . If I can't get th is  to w ork  
in tw o days  w e  h ave to go back . W e depend on it.

Th en I realized, "Th is  never h appened w ith  
PCLinuxOS" and I popped in th e  CD for a reliable 
Internet connection and ch eck ed th e  Ubuntu forum s . I 
found s ix oth er th reads  w ith  people de scribing th e  
exact sam e  problem .

Th en I found th e  propos ed solution. It's  a m atter of th e  
eth e rnet configuration w h en you install so you just 
h ave to re install until it w ork s . Th at's  not a solution. 

W h at if it die s  again?. Th en am  I going to back  up 
th irty GB of data and th en re install it s ix m ore  tim e s  
until it ch oos e s  to w ork ? No w ay.

I also rem em bered th at th e  Ubuntu forum s  rem inded 
m e  of a ch em istry TA I saw  in th e  "h elp lab" one  
afternoon in m y soph om ore  year of college; s h e  w ould 
go from  student-to-student purportedly h elping th em  
by saying, "I can't h elp you w ith  th at! W h at is  th at? I 
don't k now  w h at th at is ! I can't h elp you!" W h enever 
som ebody posted a problem , saying th ey couldn't 
connect to th e  Internet, th e  Ubuntu forum  people 
w ould tell th em  to connect to th e  Internet and 
dow nload som eth ing. 

Th en I installed PCLinuxOS. Th is  w as  vers ion 0.9 2 so 
I got on th e  Internet us ing ndisw rapper and installed. 
Th e  first tim e  I rebooted I got a k e rnel panic. Great, it 
doe sn't actually w ork  any better th an th e  re st of th em . 
M ore  problem s . Th is  is  not w h at I expected w h en I 
decided I w anted to us e  Linux. I w anted W OW. I 
w anted to be  able to h ave people com e over and say, 
"W h oa, th is  is  fre e? Th is  is  w ay better th an w h at I pay 
for!" I w anted to s end cool, digital videos  of our s ix-
m onth -old son to our fam ily and say, "Th is  h ilarious  
video w as  com pletely created us ing fre e  softw are ," 
w ith  th e  im plication th at it's  for real people too. I 
w anted m y ow n com puter th e  w ay I w anted it, not th e  
w ay Dell w anted to s ell it to m e . I w as  disappointed. 
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Th is  is  BOGUS!!!

Th en I cam e to th e  PCLinuxOS forum s  w h e re  th e  
people are  alw ays  h elpful and friendly. (W h y is  th at so 
different from  th e  oth er forum s?) I found th e  solution: 
rem ove th e  USB flas h  drive! Also, w h ile I w as  at 
w ork , I h ad a friend dow nload and burn th e  "Big 
Daddy" CD. Th en w h en I got h om e  th at nigh t, I 
installed 0.9 2, crank ed up th e  Internet and off I w ent. 
Th at w as  cool for a few  m inute s  and th en I w anted to 
s e e  if Big Daddy w ould w ork  as  w ell. I alw ays  h ad th e  
0.9 2 CD if it failed.

It did not fail. It detected our m uch -discus s ed w irele s s  
adapter and connected to th e  Internet w ith  only tw o 
com m ands  (s etting th e  ESSID and dh client). It h as  its  
ow n Linux driver for an adapter th at m ade  people say, 
"You can't us e  Linux." I em ailed Texstar righ t aw ay.

Th is  is  w h at I w as  s earch ing for: th is  w as  W OW ! Th is  
is  better th an W indow s  lik e  all distros  say th ey are . 
Th is  is  cool.

I fe el relief, except it's  better th an relief. I'm  really 
im pre s s ed. Th e  distro th at I h ad previously dism is s ed 
and said "W ell, I'll just us e  it caus e  it's  th e  only one 
th at w ork s ," turns  out to be  th e  BEST LINUX 
DISTRO  I'VE USED. Yeah , it's  th e  only one th at 
w ork s; th at m eans  it's  th e  one  th at w ork s  on very 

difficult h ardw are  th at th e  oth er distros  re s e rve for 
people w h o th ey th ink  s h ould be  satisfied e ith e r w ith  a 
crippled (i.e ., standard) M S W indow s  system  or a 
crippled Linux system .

Now , I h ave h ad a couple problem s  s ince  last nigh t. 
Th e  sound w on't com e on and th e  printer still is  not 
recognized (it's  a Dell/Lexm ark  - - I k new  th at w ould 
h appen and it's  ok ay). H ow ever, th os e  are  m anageable 
problem s . Re installing an operating system  until it 
"gets  th ings  righ t," is  an unm anageable, h uge  problem . 
An operating system  th at w on't let m e  us e  m y 
com puter is  an unm anageable, h uge  problem . 
PCLinuxOS solved th os e  problem s .

And as  for th e  cartoonis h , h om e -m ade  de s k top? Gone! 
I love th e  new  de s k top. O ne  of m y "big projects" th at I 
planned on h aving to do w as  to totally m e s s  w ith  th e  
de s k top to get it th e  w ay I w ant it. I'm  surpris ed to say 
I actually lik e  th e  de s k top on th e  new  PCLinuxOS 
better th an any of th e  oth ers  I've tried. It's  really cool-
look ing. 

Now  I can deal w ith  th e  real stuff, lik e  installing th e  
softw are  I w ant (m ost of w h ich  I've already done  in a 
few  s econds), and oh  yeah , us ing th e  com puter. 

H O O RAY FOR PCLINUXOS! H O O RAY FOR 
LINUX!
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Dis claim e r: Som e  of th e  conte nt of th e  Supe rgam e r-1 DVD m ay 
be  uns uitable  for younge r us e rs . Th is  article  doe s  not contain 
s cre e ns h ots  of s uch  m ate rial.

upergam er is  a rem aster of PCLinuxOS, 
optim ized for gam ing. It include s  video drivers  
for 3D acceleration and w as  originally bas ed on 
PCLinuxOS vers ion p.9 1. Darin, th e  developer, 

state s  th at Supergam er is  com patible w ith  PCLinuxOS 
and you m ay us e  th e  norm al PCLinuxOS s e rvers  via 
Synaptic to update it. Supergam er com e s  as  a Live 
DVD, m eaning it w ill run com pletely from  your DVD 
drive, w ith out m odifying your h ard drive in any 
m anner. H ow ever, as  w ith  PCLinuxOS, it can be  
installed to your h ard drive once you determ ine  th at 

GGaamm iinngg  ww iitthh   
SSuuppee rrGGaamm ee rr--11
by Tim  Robinson

SS
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th is  is  w h at you w is h . Th ere  is  a w ide  range of gam e s , 
both  full vers ions  and dem os  for you to enjoy. Th ey 
include :
     •  3D: Am erica's  Arm y, Cube, Doom  3, Enem y 
Territory, Legends , Nexiuz, Privateer, Quak e  4, 
Soldier of Fortune, UFO : Alien Invas ion, UT2004, 
W e snoth  
     •  Arcade : BzFlag, Ch rom ium , 3D Pinball, Frozen 
Bubble, Neverball, Neverput, Penguin Racer, 
Supertux, Tuxk art 
     •  Cards: Pysol 
     •  Strategy: Foobillards

O th er included softw are :

     •  Kernel: 2.6.13am d64op-sm p s q uas h  3 w ith  
source  and stripped source  installed 
     •  O ffice : O penO ffice  2 
     •  M isc: Xorg 6.8.2, gcc 3.3.1, Firefox 1.0.7, and 
k de  3.4.3. 

Scre ens h ots : In addition to scre ens h ots  included in 
th is  article, th e re  is  a large gallery available at 
h ttp://w w w .tuxm ach ine s .org/gallery/supgam 1/de s k top.

Th e  im pre s s ive w all paper and related artw ork  w as  
conce ived by Darin's  w ife . You first m e et th e  th em e  
graph ics  during boot up. Th e  icons  and overall color 
sch em e  m atch  th e  w allpaper th rough out. Th e  login 
scre en also is  sligh tly different to th e  standard 
PCLinuxOS distribution.

Darin says  h e  created th e  Supergam er becaus e  of 
re q ue sts  on th e  PCLinuxOS forum  for a gam ing 
vers ion. H e  started w ith  a bas ic PCLinuxOS bas e  and 
added to it, bas ed on sugge stions  from  forum  
m em bers . Apparently, it w as  a good direction; Th e  
Supergam er is  constantly gaining support and intere st.

Som e of th e  m ore  com m on Linux gam e s  are  th e re . 
Th ey all play as  de s igned, and at good spe ed, even 
from  th e  live DVD. 
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Even gam e s  such  as  Doom 3 and Quak e4 (dem os  
included on th e  DVD), w h ich  m ak e  h eavy dem ands  on 
th e  system , play w ell. Delays  are  rare  even th ough  th e  
softw are  acce s s e s  th e  DVD. Scre ens  tend to get dark e r 
as  th e  q uality s etting is  rais ed, but th is  is  a function of 
th e  gam e  softw are , and not due  to PCLinuxOS 
Supergam er.

Quak e4 suffered th e  sam e  dark  atm osph e re  at h igh e r 
q ualitie s . Th e  scre en s h ots  are  dark e r th an th e  scene s  
appeared during play. Both  gam e s  play w ell, even 
w h en running from  th e  live DVD. 

Soldier of Fortune is  a sligh tly older gam e, so th e  

graph ics  are  not up to current levels, but it plays  w ell, 
and m ak e s  relatively low  dem ands  on th e  system .

In th e  th ird scre en s h ot below , you s e e  w h at h appens  if 
you s h oot your drill instructor in th e  h ead w h ile 
playing Am erica's  Arm y. You go to Leavenw orth , and 
s it. Noth ing h appens , you're  just th e re . 

If you lik e  on line  play, you'll enjoy Legends . Th e  
environm ent is  intere sting and th e  scenery is  attractive .

H e re  are  som e  scre en s h ots  from  Cube and Nexiuz:
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I've covered only part of th e  w ide  range of gam e s  and 
oth er softw are  included in th e  Supergam er DVD. Th e  
dow nload is  3.6 gigabyte s , but if you h ave th e  
bandw idth , it's  definitely w orth  a look . Th ere  is  a 
torrent available h e re : Supergam er Torrent. If you can't 
deal w ith  a 3.6 gigabyte  dow nload, w h y not vis it O n-
dis k .com  and purch as e  a DVD ready to us e , for a very 
m ode st fe e  (doing so, also s ends  Texstar, PCLinuxOS's  
creator, a sm all donation).

Th ere  is  an active board on th e  PCLinuxOS Forum  for 
discus s ions , q ue stions , or re q ue sts .
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In line  w ith  anoth e r MyPCLinuxOS.com  proje ct, PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  is  proud to 
announce  PCLinuxOS Be autification Proje ct h e ade d by gryph e n. Th e  proje ct is  
an e ffort to bring an ove rall "com ple te " fe e l to th e  de fault de s k top. Ge t involve d 
w ith  th e  proje ct now , and m ak e  e ve ry one  of your ide as  and graph ics  count! Vis it 
h ttp://w w w .m ypclinuxos .com /inde x.ph p?topic=272.0.
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http://on-disk.com/product_info.php/products_id/95
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?board=31.0
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=11322.msg86140#msg86140
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=11322.msg89035#msg89035
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=11322.msg89943#msg89943
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=11322.msg90864#msg90864
http://www.mypclinuxos.com/index.php?topic=272.0
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inyM e is  th e  late st PCLinuxOS effort intended 
to create  a com petitor to distributions  such  as  
Puppy and Feath er Linux. It is  targeted at 

com puters  th at h ave little m em ory and/or a slow  
proce s sor, w h ile m aintaining com patibility w ith  th e  
PCLinuxOS repos itorie s .

Th e  inspiration for TinyM e began w ith  .9 3a M iniM e . 
M any applications  h ave be en rem oved to create  a 
slim m er and m ore  efficient operating system  for 
com puters  w ith  m inim al h ardw are  re source s . W e h ave 
added th e  Fluxbox de s k top w ith  a black  th em e , along 
w ith  bas ic applications  for file brow s ing, w riting, e -
m ail, and w eb brow s ing. Efforts  to reduce  th e  s ize  of 
th e  ISO  to 100-150M B are  ongoing.

Alth ough  th e  late st installm ent in th e  PCLinuxOS 
fam ily is  not intended for th e  new  Linux us e r, TinyM e 
s h ould provide  new  life  and spe ed to old com puters  

TTiinnyyMM ee
by KDulcim er

TT and w ill inspire  m ore  projects .
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or m any years , I've be en fascinated by th e  idea 
of Linux and th e  O pen Source  com m unity. 
Finally, in February of th is  year, I took  th e  

plunge and decided to give Linux a s e rious  look . At 
every turn, I've be en am azed at th e  progre s s  th at h as  
be en m ade . In fact, th e re 's  so m uch  going on in th e  
w orld of Linux th e s e  days , it's  enough  to m ak e  your 
h ead spin!

As I began m y journey, I q uick ly discovered th e  w ide  
variety of distributions  available. I played w ith  s everal, 
including building a few  LFS (Linux From  Scratch ) 
system s  in an effort to gain a de eper understanding of 
Linux. During th is  learning proce s s , I discovered 

KKiidd --SSaaffee   LLiivvee   CCDD

by Brian D. Burns  <w izard.rb@ gm ail.com >

FF LiveCDs . Be ing th e  ge e k  th at I am , I k new  I h ad to 
build one .

Th e  idea of a Kid-Safe LiveCD s e em ed obvious . Th e  
fact th at a LiveCD operate s  w ith out disturbing th e  h ost 
system  m ak e s  it th e  perfect platform  to let k ids  play on 
th e  com puter. I tried s everal different m eth ods  to 
create  th is  system , including LFS, Knoppix and Slax, 
but none of th em  w ork ed th e  w ay I w anted. I k new  
th at in order to ach ieve m y goal, I ne eded to be  able to 
login to an operating system , custom ize  it, th en create  
a LiveCD from  it. After m any days  of s earch ing, I 
stum bled upon PCLinuxOS p.9 3-M iniM e . In le s s  th an 
8 h ours  of look ing at th is  system , I w as  in h eaven! I 

And w h at be tte r w ay to h e lp s pre ad th e  good ne w s  about PCLinuxOS th an th rough  th e  K id-
Safe  Live CD! Afte r all, ch ildre n are  our future .

1166

mailto:wizard.rb@gmail.com


PP
CC

LL
ii nn

uu
xx
OO

SS
  MM

aa
gg
aa
zz
ii nn

ee
w as  so excited, I w ent straigh t to w ork  building th e  
first releas e .

Since  th at tim e , I've com e to really appreciate  
PCLinuxOS. Not only th e  O S its elf, but th e  
com m unity as  w ell. And w h at better w ay to h elp 
spread th e  good new s  about PCLinuxOS th an th rough  
th e  Kid-Safe LiveCD! After all, ch ildren are  our future .

W ith  th e  current releas e  of th e  Kid-Safe LiveCD (0.25-
beta), I fe el th at th e  look  and fe el of th is  system  h as  
really tak en s h ape . But th e re  is  still so m uch  to do... 
and for m e  to learn. I'm  w ork ing now  on learning 
m ore  about KDE and it's  k ios k  feature s , as  w ell as  
RPM  pack aging. I h ope  to be  able to produce e ith e r a 

s ingle RPM , or a com bination of RPM 's , th at can be  
applied to th e  late st M iniM e releas e  of PCLinuxOS 
w h ich  w ill put into place all th e  re q uired com ponents  
to create  th e  Kid-Safe LiveCD. I'd lik e  to m ak e  it as  
s im ple as  pos s ible for anyone to create  th e ir ow n 
custom ized vers ion of th is  system .

Current inform ation about th is  project can be  found on 
m y h om e  page at
h ttp://bellsouth pw p2.net/w /i/w izard_ rb/k id-safe/. 
O nce th e  RPM 's  are  ready, th e  project's  h om e  page 
w ill be  m oved to SourceForge  at h ttp://k id-
safe .sourceforge .net/. Th is  w ill allow  th os e  intere sted 
in contributing to th e  project easy acce s s  to th e  
source s .

Finally, I'd lik e  to th ank  everyone for th e ir support and 
intere st in th is  project. Th e  w orld can be  a very cruel 
place for ch ildren... e specially th e s e  days . Th e  only 
w ay to m ak e  th is  w orld a safer, friendlier place is  for 
parents  to m ak e  th e ir re spons ibility of rais ing th e ir 
ch ildren th e ir num ber one  priority. O nly w ith  a great 
effort w ill w e be  able to produce a new  generation of 
young adults and future  parents  w h o w ill nurture  th e  
good th at is  w ith in all of us , and defeat th e  evil th at 
surrounds  us . If m y efforts  in creating a safe , 
w h olesom e  environm ent for k ids  to learn about 
com puters  can play a part in th is  great struggle, w ell... 
it's  th e  greate st rew ard anyone could as k  for.
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eview : In th e  last is sue  of PCLinuxOS 
M agazine  w e  created a very bas ic w eb page . 
As  stated before  in th e  tutorial, th e  opening 

tags  alw ays  h ave a clos ing tag. In th e  page  below  th e  
m ain code s  th at m ak e  th e  page  are  
<html></html> <head></head> 
<title></title> and th e  <body></body> 
tags .

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD 
HTML 4.01 Transitional//EN">
<html>
<head>
<title>Jerry-Lee The Dog</title>
</head>

CCrree aattiinngg  YYoouurr  OOww nn  
WW ee bb   SSiittee
by Rodney A. Adk ins

RR <body>
<h2>Welcome to Jerry-Lee's Web 
Site</h2><br>
<p><img src="jerry.jpg" height="200" 
width="150" alt="my dog" align="left" 
hspace="5" vspace="5" border="3">
I am a twelve year old German Shepard 
that does not bark. I have big brown 
eyes and really know how to beg. <br>
I have a good life, sleep on the sofa 
in the play room. Have lots to eat 
and I am happy. It really is a dogs 
life!<br>
I know you will come back soon </p>
<p>Jerry-Lee. </p>
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</body>
</html>

In betw e en th e  body tags  is  th e  content and th e  h tm l 
code  th at is  going to m ak e  th e  page  display th e  w ay w e  
de s ire . So far w e  h ave a h eading tag, paragraph  tag 
and img tag. Th e  only real form atting th at w e  h ave 
done  at th is  point in th e  creation of th is  page  is  to 
break  th e  line s , tell th e  paragraph s  w h e re  to start and 
end, as  w ell as  telling th e  im age  w h e re  to display and 
h ow  far to k e ep th e  text aw ay from  th e  im age . As  you 
s e e  in th e  im age  source  code , th e re  are  q uotations  
around th e  num bers , th ey m ust be  th e re . If you h appen 
to forget a q uotation it can caus e  th e  page  to render 
incorrectly. 

To ach ieve a h igh e r level of form atting on th is  w eb 
page w e  are  now  going to specify th e  font s ize , color, 
and type  as  w ell as  body m argins  and paragraph  
m argins .

Do not s pe cify th e  font-s iz e  in pt, or oth e r 
abs olute  le ngth  units . Th e y re nde r 
incons is te ntly acros s  platform s  and can't be  
re s iz e d by a w e b brow s e r.

Before  w e  go any furth er, w e  ne ed to create  th e  w eb 
page as  s e en from  above. O pen a plain text editor such  
as  Kate, and copy th e  code  as  s e en from  above. Next 

open your h om e  directory and create  a folder and call 
it w ebsite . Save th e  w eb page you just coded into Kate 
into th e  directory. To do th at click  on File-Save As, a 
w indow  w ill open. In Location type  index.html, 
In th e  Filter m ak e  sure  it is  s et as  All Files. O pen your 
Firefox w eb brow s er, go to th e  folder and click  on 
index.html you w ill s e e  th e  w eb page you created. 
Your w eb page s h ould look  lik e  th e  figure  below . 

H TM L previously specified th e  font s ize , color and 
oth er attribute s  in th e  font tag. Th e  font tag us ed to 
look  lik e  font size="2" color="#000000" 
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face="veranda". Now  coding a w eb page h as  
ch anged. Today m ost s ite s  us e  Cascading Style Sh e ets  
(CSS). Th ere  are  tw o type s  of style s h e ets : internal 
and external. An internal style s h e et w ork s  th e  be st if 
you are  only going to us e  th at style on one  page . An 
external style s h e et give s  m ore  flexibility w h en you 
are  going to apply th e  style acros s  th e  w h ole w eb s ite . 
Th is  allow s a person to ch ange th e  look  and fe el of th e  
w eb s ite  by ch anging one  style s h e et.

Th is  is  w h at an Internal style s h e et look s  lik e :

<html>
<head>
 <title>Internal Style Sheet 
Example</title>
  <style>
    <!--
    body { background: #C9F1C5 }
    h1 { color: #54B24B; font: bold 
14px Verdana, Arial, Helvetica }
    p { font: 12px Verdana, Arial, 
Helvetica }
  -->
  </style>
</head>
<body>
<h2>Welcome to Jerry-Lee's Web 
Site</h2><br>
<p><img src="jerry.jpg" height="200" 

width="150" alt="my dog" align="left" 
hspace="5" vspace="5" border="3">
I am a twelve year old German Shepard 
that does not bark. I have big brown 
eyes and really know how to beg. <br>
I have a good life, sleep on the sofa 
in the play room. Have lots to eat 
and I am happy. It really is a dogs 
life!<br>
I know you will come back soon </p>
<p>Jerry-Lee. </p>
</html>

For our docum ent w e  are  going to link  an external 
style s h e et. Th e  style s h e et is  link ed to th e  w eb page 
by coding a link  betw e en th e  tw o h eader tags . Th e  
style s h e et for th is  w eb page is  called jerry.cs s .
Th e  link  is  <link rel="stylesheet" 
type="text/css" href="jerry.css" /> .
Rem em ber to put th e  link  betw e en th e  tw o h eader tags  
in th e  docum ent.

To create a style sh e et all you ne ed is  a text editor. 
O pen th e  editor and save an em pty docum ent as  
jerry.css. As  I plan to put a back ground dow n th e  
left s ide  of th e  W eb page I w ill add th e  im age  to th e  
back ground in th e  style s h e et. Th e  code  w ill look  lik e  
th is :

/* Created by Rodney Adkins
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 */

body{
background-image:url(bone.jpg);
background-repeat:repeat-y; 
margin-bottom:15px; 
margin-left:65px;
margin-right:20px;
margin-top;2px; 
font-family:Verdana, Geneva, Arial, 
sans-serif; 
font-size:90%;
color:#000000; 
} 
p {
margin-left:100px;
margin-right:80px;
font-family:Verdana, Geneva, Arial, 
sans-serif;
font-size:90%;
color:#000000;
line-height:150%;
} 
h2{
text-align:middle;
font-family:Verdana, Geneva, Arial, 
sans-serif;
font-size:medium;
color:#740000;
line-height:150%;
}

img{
margin-left:1px;
}

Notice  in th e  coding for th e  back ground, th e  coding 
h as  repeat y. If I w anted th e  im age  over th e  w h ole 
page I could h ave coded repeat x as  w ell or just 
repeat. Th e  m argins  are  w h e re  I ch oos e  to put th em . 
I h ave m argins  for th e  left, righ t, top and bottom  of th e  
page . Also I stipulated th e  text s ize  for th e  page  to be  
9 0% of th e  s ize  th e  person usually view s  w eb page s  at. 
If th ey w ant to increas e  th e  s ize  of th e  font th ey still 
can. Font s ize s  to ch oos e  from  are , xxsmall, 
xsmall, small, medium, large, xlarge. 
You can also do th e  s ize  in percentage . Try different 
s ize s , font styles  and colors  in th e  CSS and s e e  th e  
ch ange s  you can m ak e  to th e  w eb page . Alter th e  
m argins  too. 

Brow s e rs  w ork  ve ry s im ply; if th e y do not 
re cogniz e  a tag th e y w ill ignore  it. If th is  
h appe ns  m ak e  s ure  th e  tag is  s pe lle d 
corre ctly, m ak e  s ure  th e re  are  no e xtra 
ch aracte rs  in th e  tag. Lik e  th e  tag <p 
align="right">, a brow s e r m ay h ave  
difficulty in re cogniz ing a <p 
align="right>. Als o re m e m be r th e  "" 
(q uotation m ark s ) in tags .
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Style s h e ets  are  lik e  H TM L in coding. You h ave an 
opening ({) tag and a (}) clos ing tag. Note th e  
punctuation in th e  style s h e et, if anyth ing is  w rong th e  
brow s er w ill ignore  it. Study th e  style s h e et and s e e  
h ow  it is  constructed. Th e  W eb s ite  at th is  point look s  
lik e  th e  figure  below .

Adding a footer to a docum ent is  a nice  addition. 
Unlik e  th e  body and h eader, th e  footer is  not a m ark ed 
elem ent in H TM L. Th is  doe s  not m ean th at th e  
docum ent doe s  not ne ed one . It can include th e  
contact inform ation, auth ors  nam e , com pany nam e 

and copyrigh t. Add th e  follow ing code  to th e  H TM L 
docum ent.

<address>
Jerry-Lee<br>
Doghouse Way, Dogpound, BC, Canada<br>
BAR KS1<br>
</address>

Adding a footer to th e  H TM L docum ent re q uire s  us  
to add som e  coding to th e  CSS docum ent. Add th e  
follow ing code  to th e  CSS docum ent.

address{
text-align: middle;
text-align:middle;
font-family:Verdana, Geneva, Arial, 
sans-serif;
font-size:medium;
color:#740000;
line-height:100%;
font-style:italic
}

W ith  th e  addition to th e  CSS and H TM L docum ent 
your W eb page s h ould look  lik e  th e  one  in th e  figure  
on th e  next page .

H e adings  s h ould ge t s m alle r as  th e  topic 
be com e s  brok e n dow n and m ore  s pe cific. 
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In th e  next is sue  w e  w ill discus s  link ing docum ents , 
link ing internal docum ents  and m oving around a 
docum ent us ing jum ps . 

So far th e  docum ent h as  us ed h eading tag, paragraph  
tag and im g tag. Th e  form atting th at h as  be en done  at 
th is  point in th e  creation of th is  page  is  to break  th e  
line s , tell th e  paragraph s  w h e re  to start and end, as  
w ell as  telling th e  im age  w h e re  to display and h ow  far 
to k e ep th e  text aw ay from  th e  im age . Th e  docum ent 
now  h as  specified font s ize s  and m argins  for th e  

docum ents . Th e  docum ent h as  also h ad a back ground 
and a footer added to it. 

To be  continue d ne xt is s ue . 
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PCLinuxO S 0 .9 3a Junior
Te xs tar announce d th e  re le as e  of PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Junior on 
Augus t 9 , 2006

PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Junior w as  th e  ne xt s te p up from  MiniMe . 
Junioir com e s  w ith  jus t th e  bas ic de s k top allow ing full us e r 
cus tom iz ation.

PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Junior is  a s e lf booting Live  CD w ith  advance d 
h ardw are  de te ction. In addition to running Junior in Live  CD 
m ode , you can als o ins tall it to your com pute r. Eas y to follow  
ins tructions  are  include d on th e  Live  CD as  w e ll as  a ch at ch anne l 
for ins tant h e lp.

Junior com e s  w ith  a s e t of pre -s e le cte d program s  for W e b 
Brow s ing, Em ail, Ins tant Me s s aging, Blogging, IRC ch at, Mus ic, 
Graph ics , Vide o (additional s oftw are  re q uire d for e ncrypte d DVD 
playback  and proprie tary form ats ), Digital Cam e ra, Gam e s , Ftp, 
Bit torre nt trans fe r, CD/DVD burning and m ore .

If you are  firs t tim e  Linux us e r or s om e one  m igrating from  
W indow s  th e n PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Junior is  a gre at w ay to ge t 
s tarte d us ing Linux. Afte r ins talling PCLinuxOS to your com pute r, 
you can acce s s  an additional 5000 program s  and librarie s  from  
our fre e  s oftw are  re pos itory.

Th e  curre nt lis t of program s  on Junior can be  found at 
h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com //page .ph p?12l.

ftp://ftp.belnet.be/linux/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/pclinuxos-p93a-junior.iso
http://www.pclinuxos.com//page.php?12l
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any people h e re  h ave a GM ail account and 
lik e  to ch eck  it via th e  W eb. H ow ever, GM ail 
only officially fully supports  Internet 

Explorer, M ozilla, Safari, and Firefox. M any oth ers  
h e re  prefer O pera (w h ich  I us e) or som e  oth er brow s er 
lik e  Konq ueror. In th e s e  brow s ers , som e  of th e  GM ail 
feature s  do not w ork  or GM ail doe s  not w ork  at all. 
H ere , I'll tell you h ow  to get GM ail running to th e  be st 
of your brow s er's  ability.

DD iilllloo
Go to V-->  O ptions -->  Netw ork -->  ch ange us e r agent 
to M ozilla 4.0. Th is  w ill not fully enable GM ail, but it 
w ill m ak e  it usable.

GGee tt  GGMM aaiill  ttoo  WW oorrkk   iinn  
YYoouurr  BBrrooww ssee rr
by KDulcim er

MM OO ppee rraa
Go to m ail.google.com , th en open Tools -->  Quick  
Preference s - ->  Edit s ite  preference s - ->  Netw ork -->  
ch ange Brow s er Identification to "M as k  as  M ozilla?. 
Now  log in and proce ed as  norm al.

FFlloocckk
Flock  ne eds  no tw eak ing; GM ail w ork s  perfectly.

KK oonnqq uu ee rroorr
In Konq ueror, go to Settings -->  Configure  Konq ueror--
>  Brow s er Identification-->  s et dom ain to 
m ail.google.com , th en s et Konq ueror to identify its elf 
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as  M ozilla on W indow s .

ee lliinnkk ss
Elink s  w ork s  surpris ingly w ell w ith  Gm ail. I couldn't 
find any tw eak s  to m ak e  it w ork  better.

EEppiipphh aannyy,,  WW rriittee llyy
Epiph any runs  off th e  Firefox engine  and re q uire s  no 
tw eak ing.
Th e  sam e  is  true  for W ritely. 

AAddddee nndduumm   bb yy  ddaavvee ccss ::
H ow  to m ak e  it EVEN BETTER in Fire fox (Th is  s h ould 
w ork  for Flock , too).

Add th e  follow ing extens ions :

1.Greas em onk ey
2.Google Notebook  
3.GM ail M anager (if you h ave m ore  th an one  account) 
4.GM ail Space .

Note th at you get Google Notebook  by typing in 
h ttp://w w w .google.com /notebook  and you find 
Greas em onk ey at h ttp://greas em onk ey.m ozdev.org.

O nce you h ave added Greas em onk ey, you can try th e  

follow ing Greas em onk ey scripts :
1.GM ail Cleanup
2.GM ail Unlabeled 
3.GM ail Conversation Preview  
4.H ide  GM ail Righ t Side  Ads  
5.Secure  GM ail 
6.M ailto Com pos e  in GM ail

Th e  last of th e s e  is  great, it m ak e s  any e -m ail addre s s  
link  in your brow s er th row  up a GM ail com pos e  
w indow  rath er th an starting Th underbird or KM ail.
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H ave  you se e n th is  m an?
W h o is  h e ? Is  h e  a Black  or a W h ite  H at? 
W h at is  Linux to h im ? Find out m ore  at

http://www.tuxmachines.org/node/30

Adve rtis e m e nt:
Are  you a h appy PCLinuxOS us e r? W ould 
you h e lp m ak e  PCLinuxOS be tte r?

http://www.pclinuxos.com/page.php?1

DONATION
Cons ide r a

http://www.google.com/notebook
http://greasemonkey.mozdev.org
http://www.tuxmachines.org/node/30
http://www.tuxmachines.org/node/30
http://www.pclinuxos.com/page.php?1
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've be en us ing th e  PCLinuxOS distribution s ince  
M ay 2006. Th ere  w ere  obstacles  along th e  w ay, 
of cours e , but noth ing th at couldn't be  solved 

w ith  som e  h elp from  th e  PCLinuxOS m ain forum , or 
by just experim enting. Th ere  w ere  m any instance s , 
h ow ever, w h en I w is h ed I h ad a person s itting next to 
m e  th at I could as k  bas ic q ue stions . Since  th is  is  a 
luxury not all of us  h ave, I decided to w rite  th is  article 
w ith  som e  sugge stions , and to s h are  som e  of m y 
new bie  experience s  w ith  you. It's  now h ere  near as  
good as  h aving your personal nerd, but I h ope  it is  
h elpful.

Lik e  m any new bie s , I often forget to us e  th e  s earch  

function before  getting frustrated or as k ing q ue stions  
online . I h ave s ince  realized th at 85% of th e  th ings  I 
w ant to k now  are  answ ered already in one  of th e  
forum s  or W ik is . M ak ing an effort to s earch  (it m ay 
tak e  a few  trie s) is  a tim e saver for yours elf and for th e  
com m unity. Rem em ber to us e  appropriate  and s ens ible 
s earch  term s .

Adjusting your com puter, operating system  and 
program s  can m ak e  all th e  difference  betw e en a 
superb, fun, efficient com puting experience  and 
agonizing drudgery. Som e exam ples :

Tw eak ing Firefox really m ak e s  it m uch  neater, faster, 

SSuuggggee ssttiioonnss  aanndd  TTiippss  
ffoorr  NNee ww bbiiee ss

by V.C. H e irm an
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m ore  s ecure  and convenient. If you spend a lot of tim e  
surfing you w ill notice  a m ark ed pos itive difference  
w ith  an appropriate  s etup. To accom plis h  th is , I 
recom m end upgrading Firefox first, s ince  not all of th e  
addons  w ork  w ith  older vers ions  th at m ay com e w ith  
your distribution. Th e  be st addons  in m y opinion are  
m ost of th e  top ten extens ions  on 
h ttps ://addons .m ozilla.org/firefox/. I alw ays  include 
Se s s ion M anager 0.4.3 (w h ich  w ill add som e  great 
functionality), th e  Black  Japan th em e  (very easy on 
th e  eye s  yet great legibility) and rem ove th e  Google 
and oth er com m ercial s earch  engine s  and replace th em  
w ith  th e  lik e s  of W ik i, Rotten Tom atoe s  and oth er 
such  engine s . Th e  Scroogle engine  w ill allow  you to 
s earch  as  efficiently as  Google, w ith out th e  m ajor 
draw back s .

Th e  Th underbird m ail client is  am azing, but be ing 
rath er new  to m ail clients  I often h ave trouble s etting 
th em  up (th e  configuration for th e  outgoing and 
incom ing m ail s e rvers , etc). If you h ave trouble w ith  
th is  as k  your provider for h elp, as  h aving a pow erful 
m ail client really im proves  th e  q uality of com puting, 
e specially w h en com pared to certain online  m ail 
s e rvice s . If you k now  h ow , it is  a th re e  m inute s et up. 
O nce you h ave it w ork ing, go th rough  th e  s ettings  and 
w rite  th em  dow n on paper (k e eping th em  on your PC 
is  us ele s s  if your PC ends  up fried) as  you are  lik ely to 
ne ed th em  again one  day. Th is  goe s  for all your 

e s s ential s ettings  and tw eak s .

As  a person w h o lik e s  order, I really do m y be st to 
k e ep m y de s k top as  clean and functional as  pos s ible . 
Th at m eans  I alw ays  m ak e  an "Initial Icons" folder in 
th e  corner of m y de s k top and dum p all th e  icons  I 
rarely us e  into th is  folder. Th is  include s  th e  Beginners  
M anual icon, th e  Donate icon, th e  s econdary H om e  
icon and m ore . If ever I ne ed or m is s  th em , I can 
alw ays  find th em  th e re  or even put th em  back  w h e re  
th ey w ere . Th e  idea is  to h ave as  few  icons  as  pos s ible 
cluttering up your de s k top, and th e  one s  you do h ave 
s h ould link  to program s  and directorie s  you acce s s  
m ost often.

PCLinuxOS com e s  w ith  m any great and clear icons  
installed. I lik e  us ing a nice  picture  of a h ard drive on 
m y de s k top called "All Drive s ," w h ich  is  link ed to 
"All M edia" as  I ne ed to acce s s  th is  often. Also, I find 
th e  igloo icon for H om e  (folder) very cute but 
am biguous , so I replace it w ith  th e  little h ous e  icon 
instead. M any oth er icons  are  also us eful for M P3 
players , specific program s  and folders , etc. Th e s e  type  
of th ings  m ay s e em  very m inor, but I find th ey end up 
saving you w ork  w ith  th e  m ous e  and tim e  too. 
Additionally, people new  to PCLinuxOS w ill find th e  
proce s s  of s earch ing for locations  and program s  a lot 
eas ie r if you m ak e  it visual. If you're  not sure  h ow  to 
replace icons , ch eck  th e  m anual or W ik i. It's  really 
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very easy and q uick .

If you intend to buy h ardw are  (e specially printers , CD-
w riters  and M P3 Players), alw ays  ch eck  th e  lists  on 
th e  Internet to s e e  if it is  Linux com patible. Ch eck  out 
th is  s ite  w h ich  h as  a list of PCLinuxOS-com patible 
h ardw are : h ttp://w w w .th eloveoflinux.com /h w db/.

It pays  to s h op around. For every piece  of h ardw are  
th e re  is  alw ays  at least one  or tw o m anufacturers  th at 
offer great q uality, price , and support Linux too. Th e  
Sandis k  Sansa E 270 6 Gb "I Pod Nano" clone is  a 
good exam ple. I h ave us ed both  and th e  Sandis k  is  
better in alm ost every w ay th an th e  Nano, and a bit 
ch eaper. It w ork s  straigh t aw ay w ith  PCLinuxOS. In 
th is  exam ple, by s h opping around you w ould end up 
w ith  a player th at h as  2 Gigabyte s  m ore  storage  space , 
m uch  longer battery life/h ours  of playback , a superior 
scre en, expandable m em ory and oth er im proved 
feature s . Th e  conventional ch oice  is  not alw ays  th e  
be st one; th is  goe s  for h ardw are  as  w ell as  operating 
system s .

I found th e re  are  m any us eful applications  and h elpful 
program s  included in PCLinuxOS. Even so, it's  easy 
to as sum e  th ey're  not th e re  or even m is s  th em  
altogeth er. Spend som e  tim e  each  boot up ch eck ing 
out one  or tw o of th em . I found th at nearly everyth ing 
I ne eded w as  th e re , righ t under m y nos e , but I still h ad 

th is  W indow s  m inds et of "Gre at... I ne e d a program , I 
gue s s  I be tte r go find fre e w are , dow nload it, install it 
or alte rnatively pay out a truck load of m one y for 
com m e rcial softw are ." A particular exam ple in m y 
cas e  w ould be  Km ix (if you ne ed a sm all volum e 
control in your system  tray), particularly us eful if you 
are  w atch ing videos  on line  and don't w ant th e  w h ole 
ne igh borh ood to enjoy th em  too becaus e  th e  volum e is  
not s et righ t. Also th e re  are  one  or tw o applications  
th at w ill h elp you fix your M P3 ID tags  and nam e s  
q uick ly.

Linux m ay be  solid as  a rock , but back ing up is  
e s s ential h ere  also. Rem em ber, if you are  new  to an 
O S (no m atter w h ich ) ch ance s  are  very good you w ill 
m e s s  it up at various  tim e s; you w ill actually learn a 
great deal from  th is , so no ne ed to w orry about it, 
(providing you back ed up of cours e , preferably on a 
s eparate  ph ys ical drive). Back  up th e  th ings  th at are  
irreplaceable to you. In m y cas e  th e s e  include picture s , 
m us ic, s ettings  and docum ents . Ideally you could h ave 
a program  running in th e  back ground th at 
autom atically m ak e s  duplicate s  of certain directorie s  
at s et tim e  intervals (I am  still look ing for one  of 
th e s e). Anoth er option w ould be  to m ak e  your ow n 
Im age/Live CD w ith  all your s ettings; s e e  th e  W ik i for 
th is .

In th e  sam e  ve in, m ak e  sure  you don't log in as  Root 

2277

http://www.theloveoflinux.com/hwdb/


PP
CC

LL
ii nn

uu
xx
OO

SS
  MM

aa
gg
aa
zz
ii nn

ee
unles s  you really ne ed to and ch ange your Root 
pas sw ord w h en you first install.

I personally tried q uite  a few  distros  before  I found 
th at for m e  PCLinuxOS w as  th e  very be st. Re sults 
m ay differ for you, ch eck  out w w w .distrow atch .com , 
do a live -cd distro te st, th ink  about your ne eds  and 
h ardw are , and try a couple. Distros  I th ough t h ad real 
m erit w ere  Puppy -  e specially on older/slow er rigs , 
M andriva, Kubuntu and a couple m ore . But th e re  is  
also th e  old adage of "if it w ork s , don't fix it!" By th at 
I m ean th at if you find a distro th at runs  great on your 
h ardw are  and doe s  everyth ing you w ant it to th en stick  
w ith  it. Try as  m any live CDs as  you lik e , but te st 
th os e  CDs a lot and th ink  long and h ard before  you 
overw rite  your m ain distro. O f cours e  h aving anoth er 
PC for te sting purpos e s  solves  th is  problem , but th at 
option is  not available to everyone . It's  often  th e  
details th at you don't s e e  at first th at m ak e  a great 
distro. In m y opinion th is  is  one  of th e  areas  w h e re  
PCLinuxOS truly s h ine s .

I found th e  file system , directory structure , and 
partitioning th at Linux em ploys  to be  total m um bo 
jum bo at first, but it h elps  to th ink  of th e  directory 
structure  as  a fam ily tre e . It also h elps  to figure  out 
w h at Linux calls your h ard dis k s : h da, h db, h d... (not 
C: or D: as  in W indow s). You w ill find th e re  is  usually 
m ore  th an one  w ay to navigate to a certain (de eper) 

directory and th is  can get confus ing. Again, w riting 
th ings  dow n, em ploying q uick  acce s s  icons , and 
reading is  th e  w ay to go. Look  up "Var," "H om e ," 
"Lost and Found," "/", "Root" and oth ers  in th e  online  
tutorials and W ik is , and really m ak e  an effort to 
visualize  w h at th ey are , w h at belongs  in th em , and 
h ow  to navigate to th em . Th en w rite  it all dow n.

Som etim e s  you w ill get stuck . A couple of days  ago, I 
rem oved som e  directorie s  I th ough t could be  
redundant. O ops! O n th e  next reboot, th e  graph ical 
environm ent w ouldn't load  and I w as  left w ith  a 
com m and line  only. I tried to correct th is  problem  
w ith  th e  Live CD, but got frustrated and decided to 
re install. Th at w as  a good ch oice  in th is  cas e . 
Everyth ing w ork s  even better now  and I took  th e  
opportunity to repartition and reform at m y s econdary 
drive us ing th e  native Linux file system . Th ings   s e em  
spe edie r now . So, som etim e s  re installing is  q uick e r 
and eas ie r (e specially s ince  th e  PCLinuxOS install 
procedure  is  ligh tning fast w h en com pared to th e  
W indow s  e q uivalent) th an troubles h ooting certain 
problem s . Th e  dow ns ide  is  you w ill probably ne ed to 
redo your s ettings  alth ough  th e  PCLinuxOS W ik i 
explains  h ow  to avoid th at!

Above all enjoy! It's  truly a joy to us e  an operating 
system  th at is  legal, stable, fre e , com plete and above 
all a labor of love! If ever you get stuck  or frustrated, 
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rem em ber th e re  are  m any people on th e  boards  and 
elsew h e re  w illing to advis e . As  you can probably tell 
from  th is  article I am  no Linux w h iz-k id, but 
PCLinuxOS puts  a sm ile on m y face every tim e  I us e  
it; I h ope  you h ave th e  sam e  experience .

And one  m ore  th ing, donating to Tex &  th e  team  is  th e  
righ t th ing to do. Th ey've put a lot of w ork  into 
developing a fabulous  distribution and th e  
com m unity's  financial support m ak e s  it all pos s ible . If 
you h aven't s ent in a contribution yet, I w ould 
encourage you to do so. Even if just to say, "Th ank s !"

PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS  MM iinniiMMee   00 ..99 33aa
PCLinuxOS MiniMe  0.9 3a is  th e  m inim al ve rs ion of our Live  
CD for th os e  w h o jus t w ant a bas ic de s k top w ith out th e  bloat 
allow ing for full us e r cus tom iz ation. Sim ply put th e  CD into 
your CD or DVD drive  and run it in live  m ode  w ith out e ve r 
touch ing anyth ing on your com pute r. In addition to th e  Live  
CD m ode  you can als o s ave  your ch ange s  to a us b k e y dis k .

PCLinuxOS MiniMe  can be  ins talle d to your com pute r by 
s im ply click ing on th e  ins tall icon on th e  de s k top and us ing 
th e  e as y to follow  ins tructions  provide d you lik e  PCLinuxOS 
and it runs  w e ll on your com pute r.

Afte r h ard drive  ins tallation, you can acce s s  ove r 5000 
program s  to fully cus tom iz e  your de s k top th e  w ay YO U  w ant.
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Re ce ntly I ne e de d to vis it a s ite  anonym ous ly. Th at is , w ith out th at s ite  
be ing able  to ide ntify m y IP addre s s . Th e re  are  s e rvice s  out th e re  th at 
pe rform  th is  function, but for inte ractive  w e b s ite s  th e y ch arge  an annual 
fe e . If I h ad th e  m one y for th at, I'd s e nd it to Te x firs t. So...

I ins talle d Tor (in th e  re pos itorie s ) and als o Privoxy (als o available  
th rough  Synaptic. Vis it th is  page : h ttp://tor.e ff.org/docs /tor-doc-
unix.h tm l.e n and follow  th e  ins tructions  th e re . Ope n Privoxy's  "config" 
file  (look  in /e tc/privoxy/ or /us r/local/e tc/) and add th e  line

 forward-socks4a / localhost:9050 .

to th e  top of th e  config file . Don't forge t to add th e  dot at th e  e nd. I h ad 
to copy th at file  into /h om e /m e  for Tor to us e  it.

Th e n vis it h ttps ://addons .m oz illa.org/fire fox/2275/ and ins tall th e  
Torbutton Plugin, re s tart Fire fox and you w ill now  h ave  a s ingle  click  
w ay to activate /de activate  Tor w h e n in Fire fox. To us e  it, Tor m us t be  
s tarte d in a te rm inal w indow  ("tor -f" w ith out th e  q uote s ) and Privoxy 
als o ("privoxy" w ith out th e  q uote s  as  Root). Th e  Torbutton w ill be  in 
th e  bottom  righ t corne r of Fire fox.

Now , w h e n you ne e d to be  anonym ous , jus t click  th e  button be fore  
vis iting th e  s ite . Turn it off w h e n not ne e de d, as  it doe s  s low  your 
conne ction s pe e d notice ably. A s im ple , fre e  s olution. Th ank  you, Te x for 
h aving jus t w h at I ne e de d alre ady th e re  in th e  re pos itorie s .

SSuu rrffiinngg  AAnnoonnyymm oouu ssllyy
by Tim  Robins on

ftp://ftp.belnet.be/linux/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/pclinuxos-p93a-minime.iso
https://addons.mozilla.org/firefox/2275/
http://tor.eff.org/docs/tor-doc-unix.html.en
http://tor.eff.org/docs/tor-doc-unix.html.en
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f you're  lik e  m e , you ch ange th ings  constantly in 
your Linux de s k top. I'm  alw ays  entering and 
tw eak ing .conf file s  to s e e  w h at I can do and 

w h e re  th e  lim its  of th ings  m igh t be . In m y attem pt 
ye sterday to get m y EXACT m onitor supported in 
PCLinuxOS, I h os ed m y xorg.conf file, w h ich  is  
w h e re  all th e  Xs e s s ion s ettings  (or Xw indow s  s e s s ion) 
are  stored (lik e  m ous e , k eyboard, m onitor, and 
graph ics  driver s ettings). Since  I h os ed th is  up, m y 
graph ical us er interface and w indow  m anager w ould 
not start. So I w as  dropped to login via th e  s h ell. Th is  
m igh t be  daunting for som e  new  us e rs  in Linux so I 
figured I'd w rite  up th is  s h ort h ow -to th at w ould get 
th em  back  on th e ir fe et.

First, don't be  intim idated by th e  s h ell. It's  m ore  
pow erful th an a cmd line  in w indow s  and you'll h ave 
com plete control of your com puter from  th e  confine s  
of th is  aw e som e  tool. Plus, you're  about 15-20 s econds  

aw ay from  h aving your de s k top back  up and running 
by executing only a few  com m ands . 

In order to fix your xorg.conf file, it's  im portant 
th at you becom e root; so login as  root and let's  fix 
your xorg.conf file in four com m ands .

Editor's  note : If you h ave  an alw ays -on Inte rne t 
conne ction, it m igh t be  w is e  to disconne ct th at cable  
from  your com pute r w h ile  you pe rform  th e s e  ste ps .

First, let's  get to th e  righ t directory to w ork  w ith  
xorg.conf:

[root@lostmain ~] cd /etc/X11

Next, let's  rem ove all xorg.conf file s  and any 
back ups  (usually saved as  xorg.conf.old or 
xorg.conf.bak) w ith  th e  next com m and:

XXoorrgg..ccoonnff  RR ee ppaaiirr
by Devnet
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[root@lostmain X11] rm -f xorg.conf*

Th e -f flag force s  th e  deleting of th e  file s  w ith out 
prom pting and th e  * m eans  th at w e 'll delete  any file 
th at starts  w ith  xorg.conf. Th at m eans  
xorg.conf.bak and xorg.conf.old w ill be  
deleted righ t along w ith  our original xorg.conf file 
as  w ell. Now  let's  fix th is  by us ing th e  s h ell 
PCLinuxOS Control Center. Th at's  righ t, you don't 
h ave to h ave KDE fired up and running to acce s s  th e  
PCLinuxOS Control Center; you can do it righ t h e re :

[root@lostmain X11] pcc

Now  go into h ardw are  and configure  th e  display. 
W h en ch oos ing a m onitor, th e  q uick e st and eas ie st 
w ay to get back  into a GUI is  to us e  a "Generic" 
s etting. I ch os e  Generic 1280X1024 @  76 for m y 
Sam sung Syncm aster 710N 17" LCD scre en. Next up, 
If you h ave th e  ATI or Nvidia driver installed, it w ill 
as k  you if you'd lik e  to us e  it (ch oos e  ye s). It w ill th en 
as k  if you'd lik e  to ch ange any options; th e  default is  
usually OK. Now  it w ill tak e  you in to te st th e  
configuration. If you s e e  th e  rainbow  te st scre en, 
you're  s et. If not, you'll h ave to ch ange th ings  
(norm ally re solution) until you're  able to s e e  it. Th e  
te st scre en w ill as k  you if you'd lik e  to us e  th e  s ettings  
it's  us ing to te st th e  scre en; h it ye s  (it m igh t be  "O K", 
I'm  going from  m em ory h e re) and you'll be  dropped 

righ t back  to th e  s h ell.

Now  w e  could start k dm /xdm  and an Xse s s ion h e re , 
but it's  m uch  eas ie r for new  us e rs  to s im ply reboot so:

[root@lostmain X11] reboot

Next tim e  you start up th ings  s h ould be  back  to 
norm al. Isn't it nice  to be  able to h ave q uick  
re solutions  to m any Linux problem s  via th e  
PCLinuxOS Control Center? W h at a great tool!

Th at w as  one  of th e  m ain reasons  I ch os e  PCLinuxOS 
over oth er de s k tops . It h as  th e  PCLinuxOS Control 
Center available for m e  to configure  sam ba, 
groupw are , LDAP, Printers , etc. Pretty m uch  anyth ing 
I ne ed to configure  in Linux is  ready and w aiting for 
m e  in th is  fantastic control center. It usually puts  new  
us e rs  at eas e  as  w ell, s ince  th ey're  us ed to th e  control 
panel in W indow s . I k now  w h en I w as  first introduced 
to Linux I noted th at th e re  w as  not a central place 
w h e re  I could control all th ings  Linux (alth ough  /etc 
in Slack w are  is  h andy ). Plus, if you're  m is s ing 
anyth ing, s end a q uick  w ord to th e  developers  and 
ch ance s  are  you'll s e e  it included very soon. So get 
us ed to th at PCLinuxOS Control Center! Rem em ber 
th at you can call it via th e  s h ell us ing th e  pcc 
com m and. H opefully, th is  little tip h as  be en h elpful to 
you.
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1. All th e  conte nts  of PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), are  inte nde d for ge ne ral inform ation and/or us e  
only. Such  conte nts  do not cons titute  advice  and s h ould not be  re lie d upon in m ak ing (or re fraining from  m ak ing) any de cis ion. 
Any s pe cific advice  or re plie s  to q ue rie s  in any part of th e  m agaz ine  is /are  th e  pe rs onal opinion(s ) of s uch  
e xpe rts /cons ultants /pe rs ons  and are  not s ubs cribe d to by PCLinuxOS Magaz ine .

2. Th e  inform ation in PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), is  provide d on an "AS IS" bas is , and all 
w arrantie s  e xpre s s e d or im plie d, of any k ind, re garding any m atte r pe rtaining to any inform ation, advice  or re plie s , are  
dis claim e d and e xclude d.

3. PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), and its  as s ociate s  s h all not be  liable , at any tim e  for dam age s  
(including, w ith out lim itation, dam age s  for los s  of any k ind) aris ing in contract, tort, or oth e rw is e  from  th e  us e  of, or inability to 
us e , th e  m agaz ine  or any of its  conte nts , or from  any action tak e n (or re fraine d from  be ing tak e n) as  a re s ult of us ing th e  
m agaz ine  or any s uch  conte nts  or for failure  of pe rform ance , e rror, om is s ion, inte rruption, de le tion, de fe ct, de lay in ope ration or 
trans m is s ion, com pute r virus , com m unications  line  failure , th e ft or de s truction or unauth oriz e d acce s s  to, alte ration of, or us e  
of, inform ation containe d in th e  m agaz ine .

4. No re pre s e ntation, w arrantie s , or guarante e s  w h ats oe ve r are  m ade  as  to th e  accuracy, ade q uacy, re liability, com ple te ne s s , 
s uitability, or applicability of th e  inform ation to a particular s ituation.

5. Ce rtain link s  on th e  m agaz ine  le ad to re s ource s  locate d on oth e r s e rve rs  m aintaine d by th ird partie s  ove r w h om  PCLinuxOS 
Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) h as  no control or conne ction, bus ine s s  or oth e rw is e . Th e s e  s ite s  are  e xte rnal to 
PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) and by vis iting th e s e , you are  doing s o of your ow n accord and as s um e  
all re s pons ibility for s uch  action.

Mate rial Subm itte d by U se rs
A m ajority of s e ctions  in th e  m agaz ine  contain m ate rials  s ubm itte d by us e rs . PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  
(h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) acce pts  no re s pons ibility for th e  conte nt, accuracy, and conform ity to applicable  law s  of s uch  
m ate rial.

Entire  Agre e m e nt
Th e s e  ite m s  cons titute  th e  e ntire  agre e m e nt be tw e e n th e  partie s  w ith  re s pe ct to th e  s ubje ct m atte r h e re of, and s upe rs e de s  
and re place s  all prior or conte m porane ous  unde rs tandings  or agre e m e nts , w ritte n or oral, re garding s uch  s ubje ct m atte r.
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