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W e ll, h e re  w e  are  w ith  is s ue  #4, and I be lie ve  w e  h ave  an e ve n be tte r m agaz ine  for you 
th is  m onth .

Th e re  are  re vie w s  of th re e  m us ic m anage m e nt applications , an ope n s ource  
re place m e nt for AOL's  inte rface , and a colle ction of link s  th at s h ould prove  us e ful for 
ne w bie s  and e xpe rts  alik e . Th e re  is  an announce m e nt about th e  PCLinuxOS Sm all 
Office  H om e  Office  (SOH O) e dition, and four h ow -to article s .

I w ould lik e  to th ank  th os e  of our re ade rs  w h o contribute d article s  and our s taff w h o 
w ork e d h ard to pre pare  th is  m onth 's  is s ue . As  us ual, w e  provide  you w ith  a ch oice  (is n't 
Linux all about ch oice ?) of dow nloadable  ve rs ions  as  w e ll as  th e  online  ve rs ion.

W h e n vis iting th e  m ain PCLinuxOS forum  th e  oth e r day, I s aw  s om e one  ans w e r a 
q ue s tion us ing th e  PCLOS Magaz ine  as  a re fe re nce . I cannot te ll you, de ar re ade r, h ow  
gratifying th at fe lt: th at our e fforts  are  w orth w h ile , and h e lpful to th e  com m unity. Our 
com m unity is  s m alle r th an th os e  of oth e r dis tros ', but th e re  is  als o a clos e r fe e ling in th e  
PCLOS w orld th an e ls e w h e re .

To e ach  and e ve ry one  of you, I s ay "th ank  you" for your s upport. Ple as e  k e e p 
s ubm itting article s  for us  to s h are  w ith  th e  re s t of th e  com m unity. K e e p w atch ing th e  
forum  for inte re s ting topics ; le t us  k now  w h at you w is h  to s e e  in th e  m agaz ine .

As  2006 com e s  to a clos e , a s pe cial th ank s  is  w arrante d for Te x and th e  re s t of th e  
de ve lope rs  for th e  be s t dis tro out th e re .

Tim  R ob inson       

P.S.

In is s ue  #5 (De ce m be r 31, 2006), look  for s om e th ing ne w  and e xciting. W e 're  going to 
h ave  a ne w  fe ature . Don't m is s  our e nd-of-ye ar is s ue !
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AAnnnnoouunnccee mm ee nntt::  
PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS  00 ..99 33aa  
RRee llee aass ee dd
Te xs tar announce d on Augus t 21, 2006 th e  availability for 
dow nload or online  orde ring of PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Full Edition 
ak a Big Daddy.

Th e  full e dition com e s  w ith  K e rne l 2.6.16.27, KDE 3.5.3, Ope n 
Office , Fire fox, Th unde rbird and Nvu. Digik am , Gim p and Gq vie w  
for your digital ph oto ne e ds . Am arok , Audacity and Audio Cre ator 
for your digital m us ic ne e ds . Fros tw ire , bittorre nt and gftp for file  
trans fe rs  and p2p file  s h aring. Mplaye r and Kaffe ine  for vide o 
vie w ing. (libdvdcs s 2 re q uire d for dvd e ncrypte d playback ). Kope te  
and Xch at for online  ch atting. Blogging and podcas t s oftw are  als o 
include d. PCLinuxOS Big Daddy is  th e  full m onty!

PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS   00 ..99 33aa  BBiigg  DD aaddddyy
PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a - Full Edition ak a Big Daddy is  now  available . 
Th is  is  our full ve rs ion of th e  PCLinuxOS Dis tribution.

Inte rne t Suite
Inte rne t, Em ail, ins tant m e s s aging, and m ore ! PCLinuxOS 
include s  Th e  Moz illa Fire fox W e b Brow s e r and Th unde rbird Em ail 
Clie nt. Kope te  Ins tant Me s s e nge r allow s  your to ch at w ith  frie nds  
on Yah oo, MSN and AIM.

Com ple te  Ope n Office  Suite
PCLinuxOS com e s  w ith  a com ple te  Ope n Office  s uite  for w ord 
proce s s ing, s pre ads h e e ts , draw ings  and s lide  pre s e ntations .

Digital Ph otos
Digik am  is  a pre -ins talle d ph oto m anagm e nt program  th at allow s  
you to dow nload, organiz e , e dit, and s h are  your e ntire  ph oto 
colle ction. Eas ily conne ct your digital cam e ra to your com pute r 
and im port all of your picture s  w ith  a fe w  m ous e -click s . In addition 
to Digik am , PCLinuxOS als o include s  th e  pow e rful GIMP im age  
e ditor.

Digital Mus ic
Manage  your favorite  tune s  w ith  Am arok , an all-in-one  m us ic 
playe r built into PCLinuxOS. Burn and rip your favorite  m us ic w ith  
Audio Cre ator. File s h are  th rough  Fros tw ire .

W e b Publis h ing Tools
PCLinuxOS include s  Nvu, a pow e rful, e as y-to-us e  w e b de s ign 
program  th at is  ope n-s ource . Anyone  can cre ate  w e b page s  now , 
e ve n th os e  w ith  no te ch nical e xpe rtis e  or k now le dge  of H TML.

PCLinuxOS allow s  you to try it in Live  m ode  w ith out touch ing your 
curre nt s ys te m . If you lik e  PCLinuxOS you can e as ily ins tall it to 
your com pute r us ing th e  e as y to us e  Ins tallation program . Afte r 
ins talling PCLinuxOS to your com pute r, you can acce s s  an 
additional 5000 program s  and librarie s  from  our fre e  s oftw are  
re pos itory.

If you are  tire d of W indow s  cons tantly cras h ing all th e  tim e , th e  
blue  s cre e ns  of de ath , th e  nas ty virus e s /trojans , cons tant pop-
ups , and s luggis h  pe rform ance  th e n PCLinuxOS is  for you.

Sw itch  to PCLinuxOS today!!!

Th e  curre nt lis t of program s  on th e  Full Edition of PCLinuxOS 
0.9 3a can be  found at h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com //page .ph p?13l.

RRee aadd  aabb oouu tt  PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS   00 ..99 33aa  JJuu nniioorr  oonn  ppaaggee   99 ..
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MM uussiicc  PPllaayyee rrss::  TThh ee   GGoooodd,,  
TThh ee   BBaadd  aanndd  TThh ee   UUggllyy
by Joh n "Papaw oob" Paxton <jpaxton@ nc.rr.com >

 h ave for a long tim e  be en curious  about 
w h ich  m us ic player w as  th e  be st. I've 
brow s ed th rough  th reads  on various  forum s  

over th e  years  and read m any different opinions . I'm  
m ore  confus ed now  th an I w as  w h en I first pos ed th is  
q ue stion to m ys elf. As  w ith  m ost th ings  Linux and 
open Source , I am  sure  it boils dow n to a m atter of 
personal preference . 

In th is  article, I w ill try and point out th e  good, th e  
bad, and th e  ugly of th re e  m edia players . I w ill start 

II
w ith  Juk . Th e  follow ing is  an edited de scription from  
k de -apps .org:

JJuu KK   22..22

Juk ebox and m us ic m anager for KDE 

- An easy to us e , playlist and m etadata focus ed 
interface w ith  s everal playlist type s :

Colle ction List w h e re  th e  entire  databas e  of m us ic is  

Dis claim e r: Th e  e xpe rie nce s  and opinions  in th is  article  are  e ntire ly th e  auth or's  and s h ould in 
no w ay be  tak e n for w h at m ay be  found in your ow n pe rs onal e xpe rie nce s .
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s h ow n and autom atically updated bas ed on folders  th e  
us e r h as  indicated contain th e ir m us ic collection.

Se arch  Playlists  th at allow  for pow erful com binations  
of s earch  criteria to produce dynam ically updated 
playlists .

Dynam ic Lists  w h ich  are  produced by us ing m ultiple 
s elections  in th e  playlist s elector and are  a union of 
tw o or m ore  playlists .

Folde r Playlists  w h ich  repre s ent a s ingle folder in th e  
file system  and are  updated autom atically bas ed on its  
contents .

H istory Playlist w h ich  store s  a h istory of w h at th e  us e r 
h as  played.

Play Que ue  is  an enh ancem ent of th e  popular Play 
Ne xt functionality of previous  vers ions  th at enables  a 
m anageable upcom ing q ueue  of item s  to be  played.

  –  Player and tag editor for s everal audio form ats :
  –  M P3 (M PEG Layer 3 Audio)
  –  O gg Vorbis
  –  FLAC (Free  Los sle s s  Audio Codec)
  –  M PC (M us ePack )
  –  M ultiple audio output back ends : 
  –  aRts  (Default)

  –  GStream er 0.8
  –  aKode

  –  Inline  s earch  for q uick  filtering of th e  currently 
vis ible item s
  –  M us icBrainz integration for file identification over 
th e  internet
  –  File renam er th at renam e s  file s  bas ed on th e  tag 
content
  –  A pow erful tag editor th at w ork s  s eam les sly w ith  
all supported m us ic form ats
  –  CD burning support via th e  popular K3b tool
  –  Visually attractive, but unobtrus ive track  
announcem ents
  –  A Now  Playing h eads -up style title bar featuring 
th e  album  cover, link s  to s h ow  m ore  from  th e  playing 
artist or album  and a brief h istory of previously played 
item s
  –  Cover art m anagem ent via Google Im age Search
Random  Play including Album  Random  Play for 
random ly playing com plete album s

JuK 2.2 is  part of th e  recently releas ed KDE 3.5 
 k dem ultim edia pack age . JuK pack age s  are  distributed 
w ith  m ost current Linux and m any Unix distributions .

Figure  1 is  a scre ens h ot of Juk :

33



did not w ork  w ell for m e , due  to m y m etadata be ing 
m e s s ed up. Juk  us e s  th e  m etadata th at is  attach ed to 
each  of your file s , and if yours  is  as  m e s s ed up as  
m ine , th en you w ill probably not h ave m uch  luck  
e ith e r. Anoth er feature  is  th e  retrieval of album  covers  
us ing Google's  im age  s earch . Th is  also did not w ork  
w ell for m e , but I believe th is  relate s  to m etadata 
w h ich  I k now  is  not one  of m y strong points . H ow ever, 
if yours  is  as  bad as  m ine , Juk  h as  a built in tag editor 
w h ich  w ill allow  you to eas ily edit your m etadata. 

M y favorite  feature  is  th e  track  announcer, w h ich  pops  
up on your scre en w ith  th e  nam e  of th e  song th at is  
about to play. It h as  a "next track " and a "previous  
track " button for advancing and returning th rough  your 
m us ic. Th is  is  very us eful if you are  lik e  m e  and h ave 
songs  in your collection th at are  not exactly w h at th e  
doctor ordered for th e  m ood th at you are  in. Th is  
feature  is  not enabled by default but is  just tw o click s  
aw ay.

I am  also a big fan of Firefox's  "FoxyTune s" extens ion. 
Juk  w ork s  s eam les sly w ith  FoxyTune s  so th at you can 
control your m us ic w ith out h aving to leave w h atever 
w eb page you h appen to be  view ing at th e  tim e . Since  
Juk  is  a k dem ultim edia pack age ,  it us e s  th e  aRts  
sound engine , th e  default sound engine  for k de . You 
also h ave th e  option to us e  th e  gstream er engine , 
w h ich  is  very good, and anoth er engine  th at is  closely 

Figure  1
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As th e  de scription from  k de -apps  s h ow s , th is  is  a very 
w ell th ough t out Juk ebox application w ith  enough  
feature s  th at even a m us ic junk ie  s h ould be  satisfied. 
W h en you open Juk  for th e  first tim e , it as k s  for th e  
locations  of th e  folders  w h e re  your m us ic is  stored so 
th at it m ay im port and organize  it. Th is  feature  is  
com m on to all m us ic m anagers . 

Anoth er com m on feature  is  file identification. Juk  
use s  M us icBrainz online database for th is . Th is  feature  



related to aRts , called aKode . Finally, a feature  called 
"play q ueue" is  also available, w h ich  w h en righ t 
click ing a file give s  you a drop dow n m enu th at allow s 
you to add th at file to th e  q ueue .

Th e Good: It is  a very w ell rounded juk ebox th at 
com e s  w ith  a full k de  install.

Th e Bad: Unles s  your m etadata is  up to snuff, you 
lose  som e  functionality.

Th e Ugly: Th e  default look  is  ok ay, but som e  s k ins  
w ould be  nice .

AAmm aarrookk

First, lets  look  at th e  follow ing feature s  tak en from  
h ttp://am arok .k de .org/.

     •  Quick  and s im ple drag and drop playlist creation 
     •  Super eye -candy interface 
     •  M ultiple back ends  supported ( xine , h elix and 
NM M ) 
     •  10 band e q ualizer 
     •  Autom atic cover art dow nload us ing Am azon 
s e rvice s  
     •  Th e  uniq ue  and pow erful Context Brow s er 
     •  Autom atic play-statistics  generation (iRate style) 

     •  Full lyrics  dow nload 
     •  Read about your bands  w ith  em bedded w ik ipedia 
brow s ing! 
     •  Funk y visualisations  from  libvisual and XM M S 
     •  KDE integration 
     •  Stream ing M P3 stream s , including Last.fm  
stream s . 
     •  Cros sfading 
     •  Podcasting Support 
     •  Fully configurable translucent O SD for track  
ch ange s  
     •  K3B (CD-burning) integration 
     •  Style your Context Brow s er w ith  custom  CSS 
styles  
     •  Save space  in your Context Brow s er w ith  
collaps ible boxe s  
     •  Sh ow  th e  Context Brow s er w ith out Am arok  open 
th rough  th e  Konq ueror s idebar! 
     •  Full support for Last.FM ! Sh are  your m us ic taste  
w ith  friends  on th e  net 
     •  Generate  dynam ic playlists  bas ed on last.fm  
sugge stions  
     •  Support for SQLite, M ySQL and PostgreSQL 
databas e s  ensuring fast collection acce s s  
     •  Support for your iPod, iR iver, PlaysForSure , 
NJB, and generic USB device  w ith  th e  all new  m edia-
brow s er 
     •  Pow erful scripting interface, allow ing for easy 
extens ion of Am arok  
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     •  Com plete DCOP acce s s  
     •  Translated into m ore  th an 50 language s , th ank s  
to th e  localization team  at Kde .

As  you can s e e  from  th e  feature  list, Am arok  h as  just 
about everyth ing, including th e  k itch en s ink ! Am arok  
w as  w ritten for k de  and in m y opinion is  one  of th e  
m ost visually appealing applications  on any O S. Lik e  
m ost m us ic m anagers , w h en you first open Am arok  it 
as k s  w h ich  folders  contain your m us ic and organize s  
it. Unlik e  Juk , Am arok  gath ers  its  inform ation about 
your m us ic and th e  artists  from  Softpedia. Apparently, 
th is  w ork s  w ell h ow ever bad your m etadata is . Every 
tim e  a new  song starts , artist info, song info, and even 
lyrics  are  available to th e  us e r. 

O n th e  left s ide  of th e  playlist w indow  is  a vertical 
brow s er toolbar containing five buttons . Th e s e  are : 
M edia, Files , Playlist, Collection, and Context. Th e  
first 4 are  s elf explanatory, but th e  Context m enu is  
w h e re  a lot h appens . By click ing on Context you get a 
w indow  th at s h ow s  w h at song is  currently playing, th e  
last tim e  it w as  played, and th e  first tim e  it w as  played. 
It also s h ow s  th e  album  cover for th e  song th at is  
playing, if it's  available. 

At th e  top of th is  w indow  are  s everal buttons  th at 
ch ange th e  info th at is  displayed in th e  context 
w indow . M ost of Am arok 's  extra feature s  com e  in th e  

form  of scripts  th at can be  dow nloaded and m anaged 
by click ing on Tools >  Script M anager. Th ere  are  
literally dozens  of available scripts  to do just about 
anyth ing you can im agine . I could w rite  page after 
page about th e s e  functions , but rath er th an th at, lets  
say th at you can spend a couple of h ours  playing w ith  
th em  to s e e  w h at you lik e . 

Th e Good: W h at's  not?

Th e Bad: Som e of m y m etadata m ay still be  bad, as  I 
h ad 6 out of 19 2 songs  for w h ich  I could not get an 
album  cover.

Th e Ugly: Th ere  is  noth ing at all ugly about Am arok .

H e re  is  a scre ens h ot of Am arok  in action:
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KK aaffffee iinnee

H e re  is  Kaffe ine 's  feature  list:

1. Live playback  of digital TV. O SD program  
de scription.                                  

2. Sim ple dialog to s etup de interlacer q uality.

3. Preview  of m edia file s  ins ide  of KDE's  Konq ueror 
file m anager

4. Stretch  Plugin w ith  pitch  pre s e rvation and 2 ->  5.1 
upm ix.

5. DVD playback  w ith  navigation

6. Electronic Program  Guide  support.

7. M ultiple playlists . Cover fetch er. Drag'n'drop.

8. 10-Band Eq ualizer.

9 . Fast acce s s  to th e  m ost com m on m edia.

10. CDDA playback  and ripping. Encoders  for m p3 
and O ggVorbis .

11. Digital Video Broadcasting

12. Plays  em bedded video stream s

Kaffe ine  is  visually les s  appealing th an Am arok , but I 
th ink  th e  developers  h ave focus ed on functionality. It 
is  s im ilar to W indow s  M edia Player in th at it is  
de s igned to play just about any form  of m edia. Th e  
versatile Xine  engine  is  us ed by default. W h en you 
first start Kaffe ine , you are  s h ow n a q uick  start page 
th at allow s you to ch oos e  w h at form  of m edia you 
w ould lik e  to play.

Kaffe ine 's  Quick  Start Page

77

http://konqueror.kde.org/


Since w e  are  review ing m us ic m anagers , w e  s h ould 
rem ark  on th e  playlist button. After click ing it, you 
s h ould s e e  th e  player w indow . To play your m us ic, you 
ne ed to enter an URL w h ere  your m us ic is  stored- ex: 
/h om e/yournam e . After th is  configuration, everyth ing 
played fine  for m e . By default, a sm all w indow  us ed 
for visuals is  em bedded in th e  play w indow . Th is  is  
run by th e  versatile Goom  visual generator. 

Lik e  Juk  and Am arok , Kaffe ine  trie s  to display a cover 
for each  song played. I th ink  th at Kaffe ine  m ust also 
us e  M us icBrainz for its  info gath ering and album  
covers  as  I w as  not able to get one  album  cover to 
s h ow  up. De spite  th at little nuance, Kaffe ine  h as  m any 
us eful feature s . You can listen to your CDs and rip 
th em  to th e  h ard drive at th e  sam e  tim e . It h as  tigh t 
integration w ith  Konq ueror w h ich  allow s view ing of 
em bedded stream s  in w eb page s . Probably one of its  
m ost intere sting feature s  is  th e  ability to broadcast 
w h at you are  playing over your netw ork . Th is  is  very 
easy to s et up and re q uire s  very little k now ledge of 
netw ork ing. You can save stream s  you are  listening to, 
also. Kaffe ine  is  a very versatile m us ic m anager but 
tak e s  a bit of configuring to realize  its  full potential. 
Again, th is  is  probably becaus e  its  m ain strength s  are  
in displaying video. 

Figure  2 is  Kaffe ine  in action: 
                                                                                        

Th e Good: It h as  tigh t integration w ith  Konq ueror, an 
ability to broadcast and record stream s , and th e  all-in-
one  capability to play alm ost any form  of m edia.

Th e Bad: Its  inability to display album  covers  or 
lyrics  and th e  ne ed (h ow ever sligh t) to configure  
URLs to gain acce s s  to your m edia are  its  bad points .

Th e Ugly: It is  not visually appealing (to m e).
 

Figure  2
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PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS   00 ..99 33aa  JJuu nniioorr
Te xs tar announce d th e  re le as e  of PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Junior on 
Augus t 9 , 2006

PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Junior w as  th e  ne xt s te p up from  MiniMe . 
Junioir com e s  w ith  jus t th e  bas ic de s k top allow ing full us e r 
cus tom iz ation.

PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Junior is  a s e lf booting Live  CD w ith  
advance d h ardw are  de te ction. In addition to running Junior in 
Live  CD m ode , you can als o ins tall it to your com pute r. Eas y to 
follow  ins tructions  are  include d on th e  Live  CD as  w e ll as  a ch at 
ch anne l for ins tant h e lp.

Junior com e s  w ith  a s e t of pre -s e le cte d program s  for W e b 
Brow s ing, Em ail, Ins tant Me s s aging, Blogging, IRC ch at, Mus ic, 
Graph ics , Vide o (additional s oftw are  re q uire d for e ncrypte d DVD 
playback  and proprie tary form ats ), Digital Cam e ra, Gam e s , Ftp, 
Bit torre nt trans fe r, CD/DVD burning and m ore .

If you are  firs t tim e  Linux us e r or s om e one  m igrating from  
W indow s  th e n PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a Junior is  a gre at w ay to ge t 
s tarte d us ing Linux. Afte r ins talling PCLinuxOS to your com pute r, 
you can acce s s  an additional 5000 program s  and librarie s  from  
our fre e  s oftw are  re pos itory.

Th e  curre nt lis t of program s  on Junior can be  found at 
h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com //page .ph p?12l.
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CCoonncclluu ss iioonn

Let's  look  back  on w h at w e  h ave experienced in th is  
s h ort com parison of th re e  of k de 's  offerings  for m us ic 
m anager. Juk  w ork s  out of th e  box as  it w as  de s igned 
to be , a s im ple yet functional application w ith  w h ich  
to m anage your m us ic file s . Kaffe ine  re q uire s  a little 
configuration to acce s s  th e  s im ple functionality of Juk  
but h as  far m ore  functionality once it is  up and 
running. Ne ith e r one  of th e s e  h as  th e  visually stunning 
appeal of Am arok . Alth ough  you can do oth er th ings  
w ith  Am arok , its  developers  h ave put eye  candy a 
close  s econd to functionality and h ave overach ieved on 
both  counts . All th re e  offer built in iPod support for 
your m us ic-on-th e -go ne eds  and com e w ith  K3b 
integration for your CD burning. Th e s e  are  just 3 of 
m any Linux m edia applications . All of th em  h ave th e ir 
good, bad, and ugly points . O th er easy to us e  
m anagers  are  R h yth m box, Bans h e e , Totem , and Real 
Player. W ik ipedia 
(h ttp://en.w ik ipedia.org/w ik i/Category:Linux_ m edia_
playe rs) lists  42 Linux m edia players . So lik e  all 
th ings  Linux and O pen Source , true  fre edom  com e s  
w ith  th e  ability to m ak e  your ow n ch oice s . H appy 
H olidays!

http://distro.ibiblio.org/pub/linux/distributions/texstar/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/pclinuxos-p93a-junior.iso
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Linux_media_players
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Linux_media_players
http://www.pclinuxos.com/page.php?12l


HH ooww   TToo  CCoonnnnee cctt  TToo  AAOOLL  
UUssiinngg  AA  DDiiaall  UUpp  MM ooddee mm
by Joh n "Papaw oob" Paxton <jpaxton@ nc.rr.com >

aving spent s everal h ours  figuring th is  
out, I th ough t th at I s h ould put it in a 
h ow -to, so th at anyone w h o is  still us ing 
dial up and AOL ("BIP" to th e  

Europeans) w ould be  able to connect to th e  Internet 
w h ile us ing Linux. First, look  in your distribution's  
repos itorie s  for a program  called Penggy. Th is  is  
nece s sary becaus e  AOL doe s  not follow  th e  sam e  
standards  th at oth er ISPs us e . O nce you h ave found 
Penggy, dow nload and install it us ing your distro's  
pack age  m anager. If your distro doe s  not h ave a binary 
pack age  you can dow nload th e  source  code  and find 
m ore  info at nonGnu.

I w ill as sum e  th at you k now  w h at m odem  device  you 
are  us ing (e .g. /dev/ttyS0, external, or /dev/ttyS3, 
internal COM 4), and th at everyth ing w ork s  to connect 
to a "norm al" ISP. Now  w e  get to th e  fun part and do a 
bit of editing to th re e  configuration file s . Th e s e  are  
"aol-s ecrets ," "penggy.cfg," and "ph onetab."

Th e  Penggy folder s h ould be  located at /etc/penggy. 
O nce you h ave located it, open th e  "aol-s ecrets" file 
w ith  your favorite  text editor. Add your scre en nam e 
and pas sw ord at th e  bottom  of th e  existing text as  in 
th e  exam ple below  but w ith out th e  brack ets  <> . Be 
sure  th e re  is  a carriage  return (blank ) line  at th e  end of 
th e  file .
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After you h ave done  th is , save th e  file and close  th e  
editor. 

Next, edit th e  file nam ed "ph onetab." O pen th is  file 
w ith  your text editor. It s h ould look  lik e  th e  exam ple 
below :

Add any ph one  num bers  th at you h ave for connecting 
to AOL. Add th em  at th e  bottom  of th e  existing text 
w ith out th e  brack ets  <>  or th e  w ord 'exam ple', save th e  
file and close  th e  editor. Finally, open th e  file 
"penggy.cfg" w ith  your text editor. Th e  pertinent 
s ections  are  s h ow n below , as  th e  file is  too large to 
ins e rt h e re .

## Parameter: modem_device
## Type: path
## Description: sets the serial 
device to use for the modem.
## Default: /dev/modem
##
## The default is probably good if 
/dev/modem is a link to the serial
## device that your modem is attached 
to. Otherwise change this parameter.
##
# modem_device = /dev/ttyS0
modem_device=/dev/ttyS4

H e re  you ne ed to add in your m odem 's  location. If 
your m odem  s h ow s  up as  /dev/m odem , s h ow n in red 
above, th en you do not ne ed to m ak e  any ch ange s . 
H ow ever, if your m odem  s h ow s  up as  som eth ing else , 
such  as   /dev/ttyS4, you w ill need to add it at th e  
bottom  of th e  s ection, s h ow n in blue above. W h en you 
h ave finis h ed th is  you ne ed to m ove on to th e  next 
s ection, s h ow n on th e  next page :
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## This option is used to tell penggy 
to connect with this screen name.
## You really need to change this 
parameter or pass it at the command 
line
## prompt, or penggy will complain 
about not having a screen name for
## the connection.
## 
# screen_name = foobar
YOUR SCREEN NAME

Add in your scre en nam e, as  s h ow n in gre en above. 
Th ere  are  oth er s ettings  th at can be  ch anged, but th e  
defaults h ave be en w ell th ough t out, so ch ange s  are  
 probably not nece s sary. If you are  satisfied, save th e  
file and close  th e  text editor. 

To connect to AOL, open a term inal. A term inal m ay 
be  found in your start m enu or in th e  panel th at runs  
along th e  bottom  or top of your de s k top. O nce you 
h ave opened th e  term inal, type  "su" and th en h it enter 
(or return). Enter your pas sw ord w h en prom pted. Th is  
w ill w ill give you root (adm inistrator) privilege s; 
Penggy re q uire s  th e s e  to run. Next, type  "penggy" and 
th en h it enter. You s h ould s e e  som e  text com e up in 
th e  term inal and h ear your m odem  dialing. Next, you 
w ill s e e  in th e  term inal, text saying "connecting," 
"auth enticating," etc. Finally, you s h ould s e e  th at you 
are  connected. As  long as  th e  term inal stays  open you 

RRee aadd  tthh ee   SSccrree ee nn!!
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

Cus tom e r: "Th e  ins tall fails  h alf w ay th rough . I trie d s e ve ral 
tim e s , and it alw ays  fails  at th e  s am e  point." 
Te ch  Support: "Did you s e e  any k ind of e rror m e s s age ?" 
Cus tom e r: "Ye s ." 
Te ch  Support: "W h at did th e  e rror m e s s age  s ay?" 
Cus tom e r: "It s aid, 'Ple as e  ins e rt Dis k  2.'" 
Te ch  Support: "H ave  you got anoth e r dis k  th e re ?" 
Cus tom e r: "Ye s ." 
Te ch  Support: "Is  it labe le d 'Dis k  2'?" 
Cus tom e r: "Ye s , it is ." 
Te ch  Support: "Ins e rt th at dis k  into th e  drive , and click  'OK'." 
Cus tom e r: "W ow , th ank s ! Th at's  fixe d it. It's  ins talling now . 
W h at w as  it, a faulty dis k  or s om e th ing?" 

Adve rtis e m e nt:
Are  you a h appy PCLinuxOS us e r? W ould 
you h e lp m ak e  PCLinuxOS be tte r?

http://www.pclinuxos.com/page.php?1

DONATION
Cons ide r a

s h ould rem ain online . W h en you are  finis h ed surfing 
and w is h  to disconnect, close  th e  term inal. Each  tim e  
you w ant to go online , you ne ed to follow  th e  steps  in 
th is  paragraph . I h ope  th is  w ill be  h elpful and save 
som e  of you cons iderable h eadach e s . 
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Sm all office  and h om e  office ." H ow  often do 
w e  s e e  or h ear th at ph ras e  or its  acronym  
SO H O? Th ere  are  lots  of softw are  offerings  

th at proclaim  th ey are  SO H O  editions  of bus ine s s  
applications . Som e of th e s e  are  th e  sam e  program s  as  
th e  enterpris e  editions  w ith  som e  functionality 
rem oved, or th at are  lim ited in som e  oth er w ay. Yet, 
m any of th e  sm all bus ine s s  ow ners  ne ed th e  full 
functionality of th e  enterpris e  editions . It is  our goal to 
provide  th os e  us e rs  a fre e  and open source  solution. 

First, let us  define  w h at a sm all bus ine s s  is . Som e 
definitions  include th os e  bus ine s s e s  w ith  fifty to one  
h undred em ployee s , oth e rs  w ill go low er. But, 

definitions  w ith  low er num bers  are  leaving out a large 
num ber of bus ine s s e s , th e  s ingle bus ine s s  ow ner, and 
th e  'M om  and Pop' bus ine s s e s  of th e  w orld. M any of 
th os e  bus ine s s e s  go unprovided for or m ak e  extrem e  
sacrifice s  to acq uire  th e  softw are  th ey ne ed. Th ey m ay 
be  us ing older h ardw are  th at doe s  not run new er 
proprietary applications  very w ell, if at all. Th e  
am ount of capital th ey h ave to spend is  usually 
lim ited, so solutions  w ith out a ne ed for an im m ediate  
cas h  outlay are  im portant.

From  one  of our te am  m e m be rs , BigBe arOm ah a -

"I w ould lik e  to clarify a little about th e  goal of th e  

PPCCLLiinnuuxxOOSS  SSmm aallll  
BBuussiinnee ssss  EEddiittiioonn
by M erlin W h itew olf
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project, w h ich  is  to bring a tool to a m uch  overlook ed 
s egm ent of th e  bus ine s s  com m unity, th e  SO H O /SM B.

"M uch  of th e  s e rver solutions  available now  are  ideal 
and aim ed tow ard th e  10 +  SM B's  or larger, actually, I 
m ay be  m inim izing th at. 

"Th e  ideal of Linux and PCLOS, in m y e stim ation, is  
to bring a product to th e  com m unity and it's  varying 
aspects  th at w ill em pow er th e  us e r. It w ill pre s ent th e  
us e r w ith  an acce s s ible, functional, pow erful re source , 
and a s et of tools th at w ould oth erw is e  only be  
available for th e  m ore  financially endow ed us e rs .

"For th e  SO H O /SM B us er, starting up a bus ine s s  from  
your h om e  or sm all office/s h op is  an enorm ous  and 
expens ive tas k . Com puters  bring to any bus ine s s , great 
tools th at w ill h elp a bus ine s s  grow , m axim ize  
inve stm ent, and bring a level of profe s s ionalism  to th at 
bus ine s s  th at w ould oth erw is e  be  unavailable to th em . 
It can also catapult th em  into a m ore  com petitive 
pos ition, th e reby increas ing grow th  potential.

"Th e  m oney to do th is  for th e  SO H O /SM B ow ner is  
h ard to com e by, as  expens e s  for products , support 
m aterials, and s e rvice  tak e  up th e  lion's  s h are  of th e  
initial inve stm ent.

"Bringing th is  vers ion of PCLOS SM B/SO H O  into 

be ing fills a ne ed th at affects  th e  large st bus ine s s  
m ark et (in th e  United State s  at least), th e  SO H O /SM B. 
Bringing th e s e  financially re strained and h ard w ork ing 
people a tool th at th ey can us e  on th e ir ow n, em pow ers  
th em  to learn and expand furth er.

"So I h ave th e s e  people in m ind w h en I discus s  th is  
project. PCLOS is  th e  tem plate th at w ork s  be st, th e  
form at of s im ple and m inim al is  k ey to m ak ing th e s e  
us e rs  functional. 

"I tend to be  h igh ly idealistic and I h ave h igh  
expectations  for everyth ing I do. Th at's  w h y I do not 
just jum p into anyth ing I do not th ink  I can do justice  
to."

Th e Desk top:

PCLOS SO H O  aim s  to provide  th e  m ost functional 
applications  in th e ir full vers ions . O pen O ffice , 
gnucas h , and oth er standard pack age s  w ill be  included 
w ith  th e  releas e , as  w ell as  oth er program s  th at m ay be  
h elpful to th e  sm all bus ine s s . Careful planning is  
ne eded to include as  m any us eful applications  as  
pos s ible, w h ile k e eping th e  overall s ize  dow n to a lim it 
th at w ill fit on a s ingle CD. O th er applications  w ill be  
m ade  available th rough  Synaptic as  th ey becom e 
available.

1144



Th e Server:

Th ough  th e re  are  m any s e rver distributions  available, 
one  th at is  specifically de s igned for sm all bus ine s s e s  
doe s  not appear to be  currently available. Th is  is  a 
ne ed th at th e  SO H O  team  fe els is  im portant to m e et.

Th e  s e rver operating system  w ill include applications  
to m e et th e  ne eds  for a variety of s e rver environm ents , 
plus as  m any oth er applications  as  w ill fit onto a 
s ingle CD.

Th e CDs:

Th e CDs w ill be  Live CDs so th at th e  ow ners  of th os e  
sm all bus ine s s e s  m ay te st th e  O S and its  com patibility 
w ith  th e ir h ardw are  prior to installation. W e cons ider 
th is  an im portant feature . Running a Live CD as s ists  in 
getting over th e  learning curve w ith out first m ak ing 
ch ange s  to th e ir h ard dis k  drive . Learning th e  system  
and becom ing com fortable w ith  it before  installation 
w ill re sult in few er problem s  for th e  bus ine s s  ow ner.

Th is  project is  in th e  early stage s  and w e 're  expecting 
th e  first te st vers ion to be  available soon. Careful 
planning is  be ing tak en by th e  de s ign team  to produce 
a com plete and usable system . O fficial announcem ents  
about th is  project w ill be  m ade  as  w e  progre s s .

UU NNIIXX  CCoonnvvee nnttiioonn
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

Ove rh e ard at th e  airport:

H e r: "And w h e re  are  you going?"
H im : "I'm  going to San Francis co to a UNIX conve ntion."
H e r: "Eunuch s  conve ntion? I didn't k now  th e re  w e re  th at 
m any of you."

SS ee ttttiinngg  UU pp  EE-- mm aaiill
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

One  tim e  I w as  trying to s e t up a frie nd's  e -m ail program . I 
w alk e d h im  th rough  s e tting up an account w ith  th e  incom ing 
and outgoing s e rve r nam e s  s e t to "m ail," but it didn't w ork . I 
trie d again, and it s till didn't w ork . I w as  s tarting to run out of 
ide as , and th e n th e  cus tom e r s aid, "If m y m ail s e rve r nam e  is  
'm ale ,' doe s  th at m e an m y girlfrie nd's  s e rve r is  'fe m ale '?" 

SSttuu ppiidd  TTee cchh   SSuu ppppoorrtt
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

I h ad trouble  dow nloading s oftw are  once , s o I calle d te ch  
s upport. 

Me : "I can't s e e m  to ge t th is  dow nload to com ple te . W h at m igh t 
be  caus ing it?" 
Te ch  Support: "W h at ope rating s ys te m  are  you running?" 
Me : "W indow s  NT." 
Te ch  Support: "W e ll, you h ave  to be  running W indow s  9 8 or 
be tte r in orde r to dow nload it." 
Me : "Um m m , I am . I'm  running W indow s  NT4, SP5." 
Te ch  Support: "Are  you on a PC or a MAC?"
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h e  Netw ork  File System  (NFS) enables  file 
acce s s  for Linux-only netw ork s . Th os e  w h o 
ne ed to connect to netw ork  file s h are s  w ith  

W indow s  m ach ine s  ne ed to us e  Sam ba.

To start, open a file m anager such  as  Konq ueror, and 
create  a folder called "s h ared."

H ostnam es

O pen PCLinuxOS Control Center (PCC) and click  on 
th e  Netw ork ing option. Next, click  on H ostnam e s . 
W ith in H ostnam e s  add th e  Internet Protocol (IP) 
addre s s e s  and a nam e for each  m ach ine  –  an alias  is  

optional. Do th is  for each  m ach ine  you w ant to 
connect to th e  netw ork .

Configure  Disk  Sh aring

Still in PCC, go to M ount Points/Configure  dis k  
s h aring. For m ost purpos e s , "Allow  all us ers" is  th e  
optim um  ch oice .

M anage NFS Sh are s

Add th e  s h are s  you w ant h e re  by click ing on th e  
"brow s e" button. Next, click  on th e  Advanced tab and 
in th e  option, Read-O nly s h are , ch ange th is  to "no" if 

TT

NNee ttww oorrkk   FFiillee   SSyyssttee mm   
((NNFFSS))
by Jaydot
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you w ant to h ave w rite , as  w ell as  read acce s s .

Create Netw ork  File System  (NFS)

Go to Create  Netw ork  File System  (NFS) m ount 
points  and click  on "s earch  s e rvers ." All of th e  
com puters  th at you entered IP and h ostnam e s  for w ill 
now  appear in th e  left pane . Click  on one  of th e  
com puter nam e s  and an arrow  w ill appear on th e  left. 
Click ing th is  arrow  w ill expand to s h ow  you th e  s h are s  
th at you created. Ch oos e  one  of th e  s h are s  and th en 
click  M ount Point. PCC w ill sugge st a path  for th e  
s h are . If th is  is  correct, th en just click  enter. If not, 
th en enter th e  correct path  of th e  s h are . For exam ple, 
us e r "m att" on a m ach ine  nam ed "box1" w ants  to 
connect to a s h are  on m ach ine  "bob," w h ich  h as  a h ard 
drive h olding your m us ic collection. Th e  path  to th e  
s h are  th at you w ould type  is :

/home/bob/shared/music

Do th is  for each  s h are  and m ount th e  s h are . If you 
look  at th e  icon as sociated w ith  th e  s h are , you w ill 
notice  a ligh tning sym bol on an unm ounted s h are  and 
a closed connection on a m ounted one .

W h en you h ave com pleted creating th e  m ount points  
and m ounted all th e  s h are s , click  "done ." You w ill be  
as k ed if you w ant th e  ch ange s  recorded in fstab. Click  

"ye s ." Th ere  m ay be  occas ions  w h en you w ant to s et 
up a s h are  for th e  current s e s s ion only. In th is  cas e , 
you w ould say "no."

Using Sh are s

In your file m anager, go to your h om e  folder and look  
in s h are . All th e  s h are s  you h ave s et up w ill be  in th e re  
and you w ill be  able to brow s e  your ow n netw ork .

SSaavvee   yyoouu rr  WW oorrkk
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

I h ad a frie nd s top by to as k  m e  a com pute r q ue s tion. Sh e  
h ad a W indow s  s ys te m .

H e r: "I'd lik e  to s ave  m y w ork  onto a floppy dis k  s o I can tak e  
it w ith  m e ." 

Me : "OK, afte r you are  done  typing your w ork , on th e  top you 
w ill s e e  a blue  bar. Be low  it is  a gray bar w ith  w ords  on it. 
Th is  is  calle d th e  m e nu bar. On th e  m e nu bar, click  th e  w ord 
'File .' From  th e re , you w ill s e e  a gray box appe ar. On th is  
gray box, click  'Save  As '. On th e  top of th e  ne xt gray box, 
click  on th e  w h ite  box w ith  'Save  In' ne xt to it. From  th is  ne xt 
w h ite  box, click  on '3 1/2 Floppy'." 

H e r: (w riting all th is  dow n) "Ok , th ank s , one  m ore  q ue s tion." 

Me : "Sure ." 

H e r: "Doe s  th e  floppy dis k  ne e d to be  in th e  com pute r w h e n I 
s ave  m y w ork ?" 
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HH ooww   ttoo  SSee tt  UUpp  aa  PPrriinnttee rr  
iinn  aa  WW iinnddooww ss  WW oorrkk ggrroouupp
by Intoit

h is  tutorial w ill s h ow  you h ow  to print from  
PCLinuxOS to a printer connected to a 
W indow s  com puter on a h om e  netw ork . 

M ak e  sure  your printer is  turned on.   

O n W indow s

Go to Start -> Control Panel -> 
Printers and Faxes. Select your printer and 
righ t click  on th e  icon. Th is  w ill give you a pop-up 
w indow . Select Sharing. Anoth er w indow  w ill pop 
up. 

Select th e  Sh aring tab. Select Share this 

printer and enter a s h are  nam e . You w ill need th is  
nam e  later so w rite  it dow n. Pre s s  OK.

Go back  to th e  Control Panel. Select ->  System -> 
Computer Name. W rite  dow n th e  nam e  of th e  
Work group.

Next, w e  ne ed th e  IP addre s s  of th e  W indow s  
com puter. M ak e  sure  you are  plugged into your 
netw ork . Go to Start -> All Programs -> 
Accessories -> Command Prompt. In th e  
com m and prom pt w indow  type  ipconfig and pre s s  
Enter. You w ill s e e  a line  th at reads  som eth ing lik e  
th is :

TT
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IP Address............:192.168.x.xxx. 

W rite  th is  num ber dow n. Type exit to close  th e  
w indow .

O n th e  Linux Com puter

O pen KDE Control Center and go to Peripherals 
-> Printers. Select -> Administration tab. 
W h en as k ed, enter your Root pas sw ord

Select ->  Add. Th e  printer configuration w indow  w ill 
appear. Pre s s  Next. Select ->  SMB shared 
printer (Windows), th en pre s s  Next.

Select Normal account and enter root as  us e r. 
Pre s s  Next.

Enter th e  inform ation gath ered previously: 
workgroup name, IP address, printer 
share name. Pre s s  Next.

KDE w ill build th e  printer driver databas e . (Th is  tak e s  
a  little tim e , be  patient.)

If your printer doe sn't re q uire  special drivers , s elect 
your printer m anufacturer and m odel. Pre s s  Next.

Select th e  Test button. If all w ent w ell, you s h ould 

h ave a te st page printing in a few  s econds .

Pre s s  Next, Next, Next. Th e  configuration 
w indow s  can usually be  left as  th e  defaults, but you 
can s et th em  to your personal preference s .

Give your printer a nam e . Pre s s  Next.

Ch eck  th e  sum m ary of your configuration. O nce you 
are  satisfied, pre s s  Finish.

Congratulations , you h ave a netw ork  printer 
configuration. Enjoy!
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RRee ccyycclliinngg  WW oorrdd
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

Tw o olde r look ing ladie s  w e re  trying to figure  out th e  
com pute rs  at a local s tore .

W om an 1: "W h at is  th at little  tras h  can on th e  s cre e n?" 
W om an 2: "My s on s ays  th at is  call th e  're cycle  bin'. H e  te lls  
m e  w h e n I don't w ant a W ord docum e nt anym ore  and I 
de le te  it, it re ally goe s  in th e re ." 
W om an 1: "W h y in th e  re cycle  th ingy? Can't you jus t e ras e  it?" 
W om an 2: "Oh  no, W ord w ouldn't w ork  for ve ry long if I did 
th at, I w ould run out of blank  page s ." 
W om an 1: "W h y?" 
W om an 2: "Be caus e  it cle ans  th e  w ords  off th e  page s , th e n 
s e nds  th e  blank  s h e e ts  back  to W ord s o th e y can be  us e d 
again. Th at's  w h y it's  calle d th e  re cycle  bin." 



CCrree aattiinngg  TThh uumm bbnnaaiill  
GGaallllee rriiee ss  ooff  YYoouurr  
PPiiccttuurree ss
by Tim  Robinson

 tak e  picture s  w ith  m y digital cam era every 
tim e  I get a ch ance to h ead into th e  
m ountains  around Denver, CO . Lik e  m ost 

people, I fail to organize  th e  picture s  w h en I dow nload 
th em  and th ey just accum ulate in date -coded folders  
on m y com puter. 

Th at w ork ed fine  for a w h ile, but I ne eded som eth ing 
to m ak e  it eas ie r to locate a favorite  from  am ong th e  
m any I h ad accum ulated. I w as  tired of s earch ing 
th rough  individual folders , and th ough t th e re  m igh t be  
an eas ie r and le s s  tim e  consum ing w ay to do th is . 

II H e re 's  h ow  m y picture s  us ed to display w h en brow s ing 
in Konq ueror:
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As you can s e e  th e re  w ere  som e  picture s  in th e  m ain 
folder and oth er folders  contained m ore  of m y 
picture s . So I w ent s earch ing on th e  m ain PCLinuxOS 
forum  and found a post from  "h oustoncarl" and an 
answ er from  Sal th at s h ow ed m e  h ow  to ach ieve it. So 
h e re  it is :

O pen Konq ueror as  a file m anager (not a w eb brow s er) 
and go to th e  Tools m enu and s elect "Create  Im age 
Gallery". A dialog box opens :

H e re  you can s elect "Sh ow  im age  file nam e" and 
"Sh ow  im age  file s ize ." I th en ch os e  5 im age s  per row , 
but you can ch ange th at as  you w is h . Next click  on th e  
"Folders" icon in th e  left portion of th e  box.

I elected to Recurs e  subfolders  as  th e re  w ere  s everal 
such  folders  in m y m ain folder. Th at avoided h aving to 
perform  th is  procedure  on each  folder s eparately. Next 
click  on th e  "Th um bnails" icon beneath  th e  "Folders" 
icon:
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VViirruu ss   FFaaccttss
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

Cus tom e r: "H i, I'd lik e  to buy a virus ." 
Te ch nician: "You re ally don't w ant a virus  on your com pute r. 
W h at you ne e d is  anti-virus  s oftw are ." 
Cus tom e r: "No, m y s on told m e  I ne e d a virus , and th at's  
w h at I'd lik e ." 
Te ch nician: "No w orrie s . You don't ne e d to buy a virus  -- jus t 
us e  W indow s  to conne ct to th e  Inte rne t and it'll h appe n." 

I stayed w ith  th e  default value s  s h ow n. Now  click  on 
th e  "Create" button and let th e  function run. 
Depending on h ow  m any picture s  and subfolders  th e re  
are , th is  m ay tak e  som e  tim e . W h en it com plete s , 
refre s h  th e  view  and you w ill s e e  th at you now  h ave a 
Th um bs  folder and a new  file "im age s .h tm l." 

To s e e  your new  gallery open im age s .h tm l w ith  your 
brow s er. I us ed Firefox, and th is  is  w h at it look ed lik e :

Now  you h ave a very profe s s ional look ing th um bnail 
gallery. Note th at th e re  are  link s  already th e re  to any 
subfolders  th at existed in th e  m ain folder. Click  on 
th em  and you w ill s e e  a s im ilar th um bnail display for 
th e  picture s  in th at subfolder. Click ing on any of th e  
th um bnails w ill open th e  full s ize  picture . Th e  "back " 
button w ill return you to th e  th um bnail view . 

Do you h ave a w h ole slew  of baby picture s  you'd lik e  
to give to Grandm a and Grandpa? Try th is , th en burn 
th e  top level folder and oth er folders  th e re in to a CD. 
Instruct Grandm a and Grandpa h ow  to open th e  
"im age s .h tm l" file on th e ir com puter. Th e  
Grandparents  w ill love th is  as  a h oliday or birth day 
gift (or just becaus e ...).
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AAddddiinngg  aa  MM ee nnuu  IIttee mm   ––  
SSttee pp  bbyy  SSttee pp
by Erik M sp

o you just installed a new  piece  of softw are , 
and it didn't get added to th e  m enus . Don't 
w orry, it's  easy to add som eth ing to th e  m enu 

structure .

O pen th e  M ain M enu. Navigate to Configuration 
> Other and ch oos e  Menudrake.

If you prefer, righ t click  on th e  PCLOS logo on th e  
start bar and s elect Menu Editor. Since  you are  
about to m ak e  a m ajor ch ange, you w ill be  as k ed for 
your root pas sw ord. If you are  already logged in as  
root, you w ill be  as k ed if you w ould lik e  to us e  th e  
System Menu or th e  Root Menu. If you s elect 

SS System Menu, any ch ange s  you m ak e  w ill be  
vis ible to everyone on th e  com puter; if you s elect 
Root Menu, th ey w ill only be  vis ible to you. 
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W h en th e  M enu Editor opens , click  on th e  location 
w h e re  you w ould lik e  th e  new  m enu item  to appear. 
Click  th e  Add Application button. A pop up dialog 
w ill now  appear. Th e  first line  w ill say Title. Type in 
th e  nam e  you w ould lik e  to call th is  item .

In th e  s econd line  it says  Com m and. Click  th e  Brow s e  
button. Now  go and find th e  program  to run (H int: 
th e re  is  a sm all arrow  pointing to th e  left, th is  w ill 
tak e  you up a level). M ost program s  are  found in 
/usr/bin or /usr/s h are/bin.  Select th e  program  th at you 
w ant to run and th en click  th e  O pen button. Th e  full 
path  to th e  program  w ill now  appear in th e  Brow s e  
dialog's  Com m and field.
Exam ple: /usr/bin/kwrite. Click  th e  OK button. 
Th e  full path  to th e  program  w ill now  appear in th e  
M enu Editor's  Command field. I ch os e  Tellico, a 
collection m anager.

If th e  program  re q uire s  any options , put th em  in th e  
com m and field after th e  program 's  nam e . Be sure  to 
put a space  betw e en th e  nam e  of th e  program  and th e  
options . Exam ple: /usr/local/program /start -option1 -
option2. M any program s  w ill not run, or w ill not run 
correctly unles s  options  are  specified. To find w h at 
th os e  m ay be  and h ow  to us e  th em  is  beyond th e  scope  
of th is  article. A good starting place is  to open a 
term inal and type  m an program _ nam e -h elp. 
As sum ing th e  program  h as  a m anual installed (m ost 
do), th is  w ill open th e  appropriate  m anual and display 
th e  options .

To te st th e  com m and, h igh ligh t th e  text in th e  
Command field. and copy it to th e  clipboard (Ctrl-C). 
Click  on th e  m ain m enu and ch oos e  th e  Run 
Command. In th e  pop up dialog th at opens , paste  your 
text from  th e  clipboard (Ctrl-V). Th e  Command field 
in th is  dialog s h ould be  exactly th e  sam e  as  th e  
com m and field in th e  Menu Editor. Click  th e  Run 
button.
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If th e  program  runs  as  expected, th en you are  ready to 
proce ed. If th e  program  doe s  not run, th en you w ill 
h ave to solve th at problem  first. Solving th at problem  
is  outs ide  of th e  scope  of th is  article. If you can't get 
th e  program  to run, th en click  Cancel in th e  Menu 
Editor to avoid adding th e  brok en m enu item .

Now  th at you h ave verified th at th e  com m and is  valid, 
you can ch ange th e  icon.

In th e  Menu Editor, righ t below  th e  Command 
field, you w ill s e e  th e  default icon. Click  on th e  icon 
and an Icon Selector w ill appear. Ch oos e  
som eth ing appropriate  and click  OK. 

W h en you are  satisfied w ith  your new  m enu entry, 
click  th e  Save button. Be patient, th e  saving/updating 
proce s s  can tak e  a w h ile . W h en th is  proce s s  is  
finis h ed, you can close  th e  M enu Editor. Now  click  on 
th e  M ain M enu, find your new  m enu item  and te st it. 
Your program  s h ould now  launch . Enjoy!

PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS   MM iinniiMM ee   00 ..99 33aa
Te xs tar announce d on Augus t 9 , 2006 th e  availability of 
PCLinuxOS 0.9 3a MiniMe  for dow nload.

PCLinuxOS MiniMe  0.9 3a is  th e  m inim al ve rs ion of our Live  CD 
for th os e  w h o jus t w ant a bas ic de s k top w ith out th e  bloat 
allow ing for full us e r cus tom iz ation. Sim ply put th e  CD into your 
CD or DVD drive  and run it in live  m ode  w ith out e ve r touch ing 
anyth ing on your com pute r. In addition to th e  Live  CD m ode  you 
can als o s ave  your ch ange s  to a us b k e y dis k .

PCLinuxOS MiniMe  can be  ins talle d to your com pute r by s im ply 
click ing on th e  ins tall icon on th e  de s k top and us ing th e  e as y to 
follow  ins tructions  provide d you lik e  PCLinuxOS and it runs  w e ll 
on your com pute r.

Afte r h ard drive  ins tallation, you can acce s s  ove r 5000 program s  
to fully cus tom iz e  your de s k top th e  w ay YO U  w ant.

PCLinuxOS MiniMe  com e s  w ith  th e  late s t 2.6.16.27 k e rne l, a 
bas ic KDE 3.5.3 de s k top, CD Ins talle r, Synaptic Softw are  
Manage r and Control Ce nte r.
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AA  MM uusstt  HH aavvee   BBooookk mm aarrkk ss  
ffoorr  AAllll  NNee ww bbiiee ss
Located at h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com /forum /index.ph p?topic=12882.0

h e  follow ing are  h elpful link s  found on th e
m ain PCLOS Forum . It w as  started by 
sm ileeb on Novem ber 5, 2006, It can be  

found on:
TT

Th e s e  book m ark s  w ill m ak e  it eas ie r for m any 
new com ers  to Linux. Th ey cover a w ide  range of 
topics  and vary from  very bas ic to advanced. If you 
k now  of any oth er us eful link s  th at w e  h aven't 
included, pleas e  post th em  to th e  original th read or 
s end th em  to PCLinuxOS M agazine .

PPCCLLOO SS   ccoomm mm uu nniittyy

Forum  rule s : 
h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com /forum /inde x.ph p?topic=2401.0

H ow to re q ue s t a pack age : 
h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com /forum /inde x.ph p?topic=29 9 .0

W ik i h om e : h ttp://w w w .pclinuxonline .com /w ik i/H om e Page

Com m unity Proje cts : h ttp://w w w .m ypclinuxos .com

PCLinuxOS Magaz ine : 
h ttp://w w w .m ag.m ypclinuxos .com  

PCLinuxOS Fan Site : h ttp://w w w .th e love oflinux.com /

http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=12882.0
mailto:mag@mypclinuxos.com?subject=December, 2006
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=2401.0
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forum/index.php?topic=299.0
http://www.pclinuxonline.com/wiki/HomePage
http://www.mypclinuxos.com
http://www.mag.mypclinuxos.com
http://www.theloveoflinux.com/
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Graph ics  for Linux: h ttp://w w w .linfx.com /joom la/inde x.ph p

GGee nnee rraall  LLiinnuu xx  ss iittee ss

Ch e ck  PCLOS's  rank ing: h ttp://w w w .dis trow atch .com /

Linux ne w s , article s : h ttp://w w w .ne w s forge .com /

LLiinnuu xx  FFoorruu mm ss

Popular dis tro ne utral h e lp forum : 
h ttp://w w w .linuxq ue s tions .org/h cl/

Original conte nt: h ttp://w w w .tuxm ach ine s .org/

LLiinnuu xx  BBooookk ss

LinuxBas ics .org h e lp &  info: h ttp://linuxbas ics .org/

101: h ttp://w w w .linuxbas ics .org/cours e /book /inde x

101: h ttp://w w w .te ch book s forfre e .com /linux.s h tm l

101: h ttp://w w w .linuxne w bie guide .org/ch apinfo.ph p

LLiinnuu xx  GGuu iiddee ss

Linux docum e ntation proje ct: h ttp://tldp.org/

H uge  lis t of H OW TOs : 
h ttp://w w w .tldp.org/H OW TO/H OW TO-
INDEX/h ow tos .h tm l

Configuration file s : 
h ttp://w w w .tuxfile s .org/linuxh e lp/fs tab.h tm l

H and h old tutorials : h ttp://h ands onh ow to.com /

Inde x of /pub/Linux/docs /H OW TO: 
h ttp://w w w .ibiblio.org/pub/Linux/docs /H OW TO/

Linux Tips : h ttp://w w w .brunolinux.com /

Full lis t of h e lp: h ttp://w w w .linux.com /h ow tos /H OW TO-
INDEX/inde x.s h tm l

H e lp by cate gory: h ttp://w w w .linux.com /h ow tos /H OW TO-
INDEX/cate gorie s .s h tm l

Lis t of guide s : h ttp://w w w .linux.com /guide s .tm pl

Th e  Linux Tutorial: h ttp://w w w .linux-tutorial.info/

CCoomm mm aanndd  lliinnee

Bas ic linux com m ands /Linux/docs /: 
h ttp://w w w .re allylinux.com /docs /bas ic.s h tm l

Unix/Linux com m ands : h ttp://w w w .linuxcom m and.org/

Unix/Linux com m ands : 
h ttp://rute .2038bug.com /inde x.h tm l.gz

'Linux in a nuts h e ll'  com m ands : 
h ttp://w w w .linuxde vce nte r.com /linux/cm d/

http://www.linfx.com/joomla/index.php
http://www.distrowatch.com/
http://www.newsforge.com/
http://www.linuxquestions.org/hcl/
http://www.tuxmachines.org/
http://linuxbasics.org/
http://www.linuxbasics.org/course/book/index
http://www.techbooksforfree.com/linux.shtml
http://www.linuxnewbieguide.org/chapinfo.php
http://tldp.org/
http://www.tldp.org/HOWTO/HOWTO-INDEX/howtos.html
http://www.tldp.org/HOWTO/HOWTO-INDEX/howtos.html
http://www.tuxfiles.org/linuxhelp/fstab.html
http://handsonhowto.com
http://www.ibiblio.org/pub/Linux/docs/HOWTO/
http://www.brunolinux.com/
http://www.linux.com/howtos/HOWTO-INDEX/index.shtml
http://www.linux.com/howtos/HOWTO-INDEX/categories.shtml
http://www.linux.com/guides.tmpl
http://www.linux-tutorial.info/
http://www.linux.com/howtos/HOWTO-INDEX/index.shtml
http://www.linux.com/howtos/HOWTO-INDEX/categories.shtml
http://www.reallylinux.com/docs/basic.shtml
http://www/linuxcommand.org/
http://rute.2038bug.com/index.html.gz
http://www.linuxdevcenter.com/linux/cmd/
http://www.mypclinuxos.com/index.php?option=com_smf&Itemid=6&topic=193.msg1537#msg1537


Manual for Linux com m ands : 
h ttp://w w w .die .ne t/doc/linux/m an/

CCoomm mm oonn  LLiinnuu xx  ss uu bb jjee ccttss

Grub bootloade r: 
h ttp://us e rs .bigpond.ne t.au/h e rm anz one /p15.h tm

LILO boot loade r h ow to: 
h ttp://tldp.org/H OW TO/LILO.h tm l

SMB H ow  to s h are  file s  &  printe rs : 
h ttp://tldp.org/H OW TO/SMB-H OW TO.h tm l#toc2

Unde rs tanding fs tab: 
h ttp://w w w .tuxfile s .org/linuxh e lp/fs tab.h tm l

File  Pe rm is s ions  in Linux: 
h ttp://w w w .z z e e .com /s olutions /linux-pe rm is s ions .s h tm l

PCLinuxOS on pe ndrive : 
h ttp://w w w .pe ndrive linux.com /2006/09 /19 /all-in-one -us b-
pclinuxos -m inim e z ip/

Auto m ount tutorial (advance d): h ttp://w w w .linux-
tutorial.info/m odule s .ph p?nam e =Tutorial& page id=153

Sudo m anual: 
h ttp://w w w .courte s an.com /s udo/m an/s udo.h tm l

NNaattiivvee   LLiinnuu xx  SSWW

Find Linux native  apps : h ttp://w w w .linux.org/apps /

Find Linux native  apps : h ttp://linuxappfinde r.com /all

Table  of e q uivale nt apps : h ttp://w w w .linuxrs p.ru/w in-lin-
s oft/table -e ng.h tm l

Vas t colle ction of ope n s ource  proje ct: 
h ttp://s ource forge .ne t/

WW iinnddooww ss   SSWW   uu nnddee rr  WW iinnee

W ine  H Q, w indow s  app com patibility databas e : 
h ttp://appdb.w ine h q .org/appbrow s e .ph p

W in Apps  us ing W ine : h ttp://frank s corne r.org/inde x.ph p

HH WW   &&   DD rriivvee rrss

Linux H ardw are  Com patibility Lis ts  &  Linux Drive rs : 
h ttp://w w w .linux-drive rs .org/

Linux H ardw are  Com patibility H OW TO: 
h ttp://tldp.org/H OW TO/H ardw are -H OW TO/

H ardw are  Databas e : h ttp://w w w .th e love oflinux.com

Me m ory, m oth e rboard &  dis k  drive  ve ndor diagnos tics : 
h ttp://w w w .ultim ate bootcd.com /

KK DD EE  ss iittee ss   &&   pprroojjee ccttss

Eve ry th ing KDE: h ttp://w w w .k de .org/

KDE w allpape rs , th e m e s  e tc: h ttp://w w w .k de -look .org/
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http://www.die.net/doc/linux/man/
http://users.bigpond.net.au/hermanzone/p15.htm
http://tldp.org/HOWTO/LILO.html
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http://www.tuxfiles.org/linuxhelp/fstab.html
http://www.zzee.com/solutions/linux-permissions.shtml
http://www.pendrivelinux.com/2006/09/all-in-one-usb-pclinuxos-minimezip/
http://www.linux-tutorial.info/modules.php?name=Tutorial&pageid=153
http://www.courtesan.com/sudo/man/sudo.html
http://www.linux.org/apps/
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http://www.linuxrsp.ru/win-lin-soft/table-eng.html
http://sourceforge.net/
http://appdb.winehq.org/appbrowse.php
http://wwwfrankscorner.org/index.php
http://www.linux-drivers.org
http://tldp.org/HOWTO/Hardware-HOWTO/
http://www.theloveoflinux.com/
http://www.ultimatebootcd.com/
http://www.kde.org/
http://www.kde-look.org/


KOffice  h om e : h ttp://w w w .k office .org/

Konq ue ror h om e : h ttp://w w w .k onq ue ror.org/

OO SS SS   pprroojjee ccttss

Th e  Linux Ke rne l Arch ive s : h ttp://k e rne l.org

Gnom e  h om e : h ttp://w w w .gnom e .org/

Moz illa h om e : h ttp://w w w .m oz illa.org/

Ope noffice .org h om e : h ttp://w w w .ope noffice .org/

Qe m u proce s s or e m ulation: 
h ttp://fabrice .be llard.fre e .fr/q e m u/

OO SS SS   OO rrggaanniizzaattiioonnss

Us e ful info &  link s : h ttp://w w w .gnu.org/

Fre e  s oftw are  foundation: h ttp://w w w .fs f.org/

Fre e De s k top.org (bridging KDE-Gnom e -oth e rs ): 
h ttp://w w w .fre e de s k top.org/w ik i/

PPrroopprriiee ttaarryy  rree ss oouu rrccee ss

VMW are   Virtual Mach ine s : h ttp://w w w .vm w are .com /

Cre ate  virtual m ach ine s  for VMPlaye r: 
h ttp://e as yvm x.com /

IISSOO   ddooww nnllooaaddss

PCLinuxOS ve rs ion info &  m irrors : 
h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com /page .ph p?7

Late s t bit torre nts : h ttp://linuxtrack e r.org/

Bit torre nts  of PCLinuxOS &  re m as te rs : 
h ttp://linuxtrack e r.org/brow s e .ph p?cat=262

Th e  Linux Mirror Proje ct / Dis tribution torre nts :
h ttp://tlm -proje ct.org/public/dis tributions /

PPCCLLiinnuu xxOO SS   RRPPMM   rree ppooss iittoorryy  &&   IISSOO   mm iirrrroorrss

h ttp://dis tro.ibiblio.org/pub/linux/dis tributions /te xs tar/pclinuxos /

ftp://ftp-linux.cc.gate ch .e du/pub/m e talab/dis tributions /te xs tar/

h ttp://ftp.uw s g.indiana.e du/linux/pclinuxos /pclinuxos /

h ttp://ftp.s urfne t.nl/ftp/pub/os /Linux/dis tr/te xs tar/pclinuxos /

h ttp://ftp.be lne t.be /linux/pclinuxos /

SSppee cciiaall  rree ppooss iittoorriiee ss

Note : th e  link s  in th is  s e ction m us t be  place d into 
Synaptic, Settings > Repositories. Click  th e  Ne w  
button and ins e rt th e  inform ation into th e  th re e  boxe s  as  
s h ow n. Be  s ure  you do NOT le ave  th e s e  s pe cial 
re pos itorie s  s e le cte d w h e n pe rform ing a s ys te m  
upgrade /update .
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http://www.koffice.org/
http://www.konqueror.org/
http://kernel.org
http://www.gnome.org/
http://www.mozilla.org/
http://www.openoffice.org/
http://fabrice.bellard.free.fr/qemu/
http://www.gnu.org/
http://www.fsf.org/
http://www.freedesktop.org/wiki/
http://www.vmware.com/
http://easyvmx.com/
http://www.pclinuxos.com/page.php?7
http://linuxtracker.org/
http://www.linuxtracker.org/browse.php?cat=262
http://www.tlm-project.org/public/distributions/
http://distro.ibiblio.org/pub/linux/distributions/texstar/pclinuxos/
ftp://ftp-linux.cc.gatech.edu/pub/metalab/distributions/texstar/
http://ftp.uwsg.indiana.edu/linux/pclinuxos/pclinuxos/
http://ftp.surfnet.nl/ftp/pub/os/Linux/distr/texstar/pclinuxos/
http://ftp.belnet.be/linux/pclinuxos/


Multim e dia, Xfce  4.39  &  m ore :
h ttp://rpm .nyvalls .s e / pclinuxos /2004 th ac th ac.xorg

Ke rne ls :
h ttp://pclinuxfile s .com /ocile nt1/apt/ pclos /2005 oci

IISSOO   CCDD ss

Official PCLinuxOS CDs : h ttp://w w w .on-dis k .com /

SSaannddbb ooxx

Nice  re fe re nce  for dis cus s ions : 
h ttp://e n.w ik ipe dia.org/w ik i/Main_ Page
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W h o s aid th at: h ttp://w w w .brainyq uote .com /

BBuu yyiinngg  HH WW

Ve ndor Com paris on: h ttp://w w w .price w atch .com /

FFoonntt  PPrroobb llee mm
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

Te ch  Support: "W h at s e e m s  to be  th e  proble m ?" 
Cus tom e r: "W h e n I ch ange  m y font s iz e s , th e  le tte rs  ch ange  
s iz e ." 

BBee   PPaattiiee nntt!!
Be lie ve d to be  in th e  public dom ain.

Ne w bie : "Th e  com pute r you h ave  w ork s , righ t?" 
Expe rt: "Ye s , it's  brand ne w , w h y?" 
Ne w bie : "W e ll I w as  w onde ring if I could put m ine  lik e  th at." 
Expe rt: "W h at do you m e an?" 
Ne w bie : "W e ll th e  big box, it's  on th e  w rong s ide ." 
Expe rt: "W h at big box?" 
Ne w bie : (pointing to th e  CPU cas e ) "Th at one ." 
Expe rt: "I don't k now  w h at you m e an." 
Ne w bie : "W e ll m ine  is  on th e  righ t." 
Expe rt: "It doe s n't m atte r w h ich  s ide  it's  on, as  long as  th e  
cable  re ach e s ." 
Ne w bie : "Re ally?" 
Expe rt: "Re ally." 
Ne w bie : "So th at m e ans  I can put th e  printe r anyw h e re  too?" 
Expe rt: (ch uck ling) "Ye ah ." 

http://rpm.nyvalis.se/
http://pclinuxfiles.com/ocilent1/apt/
http://www.on-disk.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.brainyquote.com/
http://www.pricewatch.com/


DD IISSCCLLAAIIMMEERR

1. All th e  conte nts  of PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), are  inte nde d for ge ne ral inform ation and/or us e  
only. Such  conte nts  do not cons titute  advice  and s h ould not be  re lie d upon in m ak ing (or re fraining from  m ak ing) any de cis ion. 
Any s pe cific advice  or re plie s  to q ue rie s  in any part of th e  m agaz ine  is /are  th e  pe rs onal opinion(s ) of s uch  
e xpe rts /cons ultants /pe rs ons  and are  not s ubs cribe d to by PCLinuxOS Magaz ine .

2. Th e  inform ation in PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), is  provide d on an "AS IS" bas is , and all 
w arrantie s  e xpre s s e d or im plie d, of any k ind, re garding any m atte r pe rtaining to any inform ation, advice  or re plie s , are  
dis claim e d and e xclude d.

3. PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), and its  as s ociate s  s h all not be  liable , at any tim e  for dam age s  
(including, w ith out lim itation, dam age s  for los s  of any k ind) aris ing in contract, tort, or oth e rw is e  from  th e  us e  of, or inability to 
us e , th e  m agaz ine  or any of its  conte nts , or from  any action tak e n (or re fraine d from  be ing tak e n) as  a re s ult of us ing th e  
m agaz ine  or any s uch  conte nts  or for failure  of pe rform ance , e rror, om is s ion, inte rruption, de le tion, de fe ct, de lay in ope ration or 
trans m is s ion, com pute r virus , com m unications  line  failure , th e ft or de s truction or unauth oriz e d acce s s  to, alte ration of, or us e  
of, inform ation containe d in th e  m agaz ine .

4. No re pre s e ntation, w arrantie s , or guarante e s  w h ats oe ve r are  m ade  as  to th e  accuracy, ade q uacy, re liability, com ple te ne s s , 
s uitability, or applicability of th e  inform ation to a particular s ituation.

5. Ce rtain link s  on th e  m agaz ine  le ad to re s ource s  locate d on oth e r s e rve rs  m aintaine d by th ird partie s  ove r w h om  PCLinuxOS 
Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) h as  no control or conne ction, bus ine s s  or oth e rw is e . Th e s e  s ite s  are  e xte rnal to 
PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) and by vis iting th e s e , you are  doing s o of your ow n accord and as s um e  
all re s pons ibility for s uch  action.

Mate rial Subm itte d by U se rs
A m ajority of s e ctions  in th e  m agaz ine  contain m ate rials  s ubm itte d by us e rs . PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  
(h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) acce pts  no re s pons ibility for th e  conte nt, accuracy, and conform ity to applicable  law s  of s uch  
m ate rial.

Entire  Agre e m e nt
Th e s e  ite m s  cons titute  th e  e ntire  agre e m e nt be tw e e n th e  partie s  w ith  re s pe ct to th e  s ubje ct m atte r h e re of, and s upe rs e de s  
and re place s  all prior or conte m porane ous  unde rs tandings  or agre e m e nts , w ritte n or oral, re garding s uch  s ubje ct m atte r.
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http://mag.mypclinuxos.com
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