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W e lcom e  to our April, 2007 is s ue  of PCLinuxOS Magaz ine . Our s taff h as  be e n ve ry bus y th is  pas t m onth , 
finding m ate rial and pre paring it for your e njoym e nt. Th e re  is  a good e xplanation of th e  m any m e anings  of 
th e  w ord "root"; a pie ce  on th e  ph ras e  "fre e  as  in fre e  be e r"; and a 'h ow  to' on cre ating a favorite  
applications  m e nu. Als o th is  m onth  w e  h ave  th e  firs t ins tallm e nt of a m ulti-part KDE Us e r Guide , com ple te  
w ith  s cre e ns h ots  dire ct from  th e  late s t ve rs ion of PCLinuxOS –  2007 TR3. Each  m onth  until w e  finis h , look  
for anoth e r ins tallm e nt. Ne ptune , one  of our favorite  pos te rs  on th e  m ain forum  h as  k indly provide d s e ve ral 
inte re s ting pie ce s , both  s e rious  and h um orous .

It's  be e n an inte re s ting m onth . Te xs tar took  a w e ll e arne d 
vacation (you m ay h ave  s e e n th e  pos t about it w ith  a link  to an 
article  on Tuxm ach ine s .org by SRLinux - 
h ttp://tuxm ach ine s .org/node /14215). Th e re  are  s om e  
inte re s ting picture s  in th at article . W e  all h ope  Te xs tar e njoye d 
h im s e lf and com e s  back  re fre s h e d and re ady to pum p out 
PCLinuxOS 2007 final ve rs ion.

As  you all k now , de ve lopm e nt of PCLinuxOS is  ongoing, and 
th e re  are  gre at th ings  planne d dow n th e  road. H e re 's  one  w e 'd 
lik e  to s e e :

Ne w s flas h  jus t in: Date line  April 1, 2007 –  Our ace  re porte r 
Danny Crane  te lls  us  Sir W illiam  Gate s , long k now n for h is  
altruis m  and ch arity, but als o k now n for re cogniz ing w ays  to 

m ak e  m one y w h e n h e  s e e s  th e m , h as  de cide d th at h e  is  going to re lie ve  h im s e lf of th e  dinos aur th at is  
W indow s  and inve s t in a ris ing up-and-com ing Linux dis tro calle d PCLinuxOS. Th e  brainch ild of a ge nius  
w h o goe s  s im ply by th e  nam e  of Te xs tar, PCLinuxOS h as  com e  into its  ow n w ith  th e  re le as e  of PCLinuxOS 
2007. H aving be e n in de ve lopm e nt for about four ye ars  PCLinuxOS h as  far s urpas s e d th e  be s t e fforts  of 
W indow s  in its  m any-ye ar h is tory. It is  rum ore d th at Sir W illiam  is  als o e ngage d in talk s  w ith  W arre n Buffe t 
to s e e  if h e  w ants  in on th e  ground floor of w h at is  alm os t ce rtain to be  th e  m os t s ucce s s ful com pute r 
ope rating s ys te m  ye t. W e  w ill h ave  m ore  for you as  th e  s tory de ve lops .

Se e  you ne xt m onth .

Tim  Robins on    
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PCLinuxOS 2007 Te s t Re le as e  3
Te x and th e  Rippe r gang are  proud to announce  th at PCLinuxOS 2007 Te s t Re le as e  
3 (Alm os t Th e re ) is  now  available  for dow nload and te s ting. Th e  k e rne l h as  be e n 
finaliz e d, applications  update d and various  is s ue s  cle are d. Som e  additional 
cos m e tic ch ange s  applie d bas e d on us e r fe e dback  from  our Te s t 2 re le as e . 
Progre s s  but not pe rfe ction ... ye t.

Dis claim e r -Th is  is  e xpe rim e ntal s oftw are . Us e  at your ow n ris k . PCLinuxOS 
cannot be  h e ld liable  unde r any circum s tance s  for dam age  to h ardw are  or s oftw are , 
los t data, or oth e r dire ct or indire ct dam age  re s ulting from  th e  us e  of th is  s oftw are . If 
you do not agre e  to th e s e  te rm s  and conditions , you are  not pe rm itte d to us e  or 
furth e r dis tribute  th is  s oftw are .

Live cd boot options :

    * Live cd - De fault boot options
    * Safe vide om ode  - Boot us ing ge ne ric vide o drive rs  (Proprie tary drive rs  available  
afte r ins tall)
    * Safe  - Turns  off m os t h ardw are  probing
    * Me diach e ck  - Te s t th e  m e dia to de te rm ine  a good burn to cdr
    * Me m te s t - Te s t your com pute r m e m ory

Additional Ch e at Code s : (can be  type d on th e  com m and line )

    * nous b - s k ip us b probing
    * nos cs i - s k ip s cs i de te ction
    * nos ound - s k ip s ound de te ction
    * nocpufre q  - s k ip cpufre q  m odule  de te ction
    * nopcm cia - s k ip pcm cia de te ction

W h at's  Ne w :

Th e  k e rne l h as  be e n finaliz e d and update d on th e  live cd. Th is  k e rne l (2.6.18.6) 
s upports  up to 4 gigs  of m e m ory and is  s m p aw are . It re place s  th e  i586 le gacy 
k e rne l w h ich  only h ad s upport for up to 1 gig of m e m ory. W e  h ope  th is  ch ange  w ill 
provide  a be tte r e xpe rie nce  for th os e  w ith  m ode rn com pute rs . W e  w ill cons ide r 
providing a le gacy is o for th os e  w ith  ve ry old com pute rs  if ne e de d at a late r date .

Many applications  w e re  update d on th e  live cd including Fire fox 2.0.0.2, Scribus  and 
a ne w  build of Ope n Office  w ith  m ore  inte rnational s upport. Th e  KDM login m anage r 
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w as  update d and now  s upports  us e r s e le ction from  m e nu ins te ad of h aving to type  
your nam e  and pas s w ord. Th e  boots plas h  w as  update d w ith  be tte r colors  in ve rbos e  
m ode  bas e d on us e r fe e dback .

W e  cle are d as  m any is s ue s  as  pos s ible  from  Te s t 2. Th e re  are  s till a fe w  th ings  to 
cle ar. As  you k now  w ith  s o m any diffe re nt h ardw are  s e tups  it is  alm os t im pos s ible  
for any dis tribution to cove r e ve ry com bination of w ire le s s , s ound and vide o s e tup.

Know n Is s ue s :

    * Various  h ardw are  configuration and s upport for (w ire le s s , s ound, vide o e tc...)
    * Mis c s oftw are  is s ue s  (vnc, m e nu e diting, s us pe nd not 100%  e tc...)

Re q uire m e nts : 256 m b of m e m ory, 5 gig of fre e  h ard drive  s pace , m ode rn cdrom  
drive , Pe ntium  3 700 m h z  cpu or be tte r.

Th e  is o you w ant to ge t is  calle d live cd-TR3.is o Siz e : (723,9 43,424 - or approx. 
69 0Mb)

Curre nt Dow nload Mirrors  (as  of March  5rd 12:45 pm  CST):

Atlanta, USA
Th e  Ne th e rlands  (NLUUG/SURFne t)
Dublin, Ire land
Be lgium
Cz e ch  Re public
Poland
Indiana, USA
Sw itz e rland
Rom ania
Ore gon, USA
Rom a, Italy

For a com ple te  lis ting of m irrors , ple as e  vis it PCLinuxOS Dow nloads  at 
h ttp://w w w .pclinuxos .com /page .ph p?7.

ftp://ftp-linux.cc.gatech.edu/pub/metalab/distributions/texstar/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://ftp.nl.freebsd.org/os/Linux/distr/texstar/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
http://ftp.heanet.ie/pub/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview/
ftp://ftp.belnet.be/pub/mirror/pclinuxonline.com/live-cd/english/preview
http://ftp.sh.cvut.cz/MIRRORS/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview
ftp://ftp.pbone.net/pub/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview
http://ftp.uwsg.indiana.edu/linux/pclinuxos/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview
http://ftp.ch.debian.org/mirror/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview
http://mirrors.lastdot.org:1280/pclos/live-cd/english/preview
http://www.pclosusers.com/isos/livecd2007
ftp://rm.mirror.garr.it/mirrors/pclinuxos/live-cd/english/preview
http://www.pclinuxos.com/page.php?7
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KDE Use r's Guide

publis h e d by
th e  Unite d Nations  De ve lopm e nt Program m e ’s
As ia-Pacific De ve lopm e nt Inform ation Program m e  (UNDP-APDIP)
Kuala Lum pur, Malays ia

W e b: h ttp://w w w .apdip.ne t/Em ail: info@ apdip.ne t

©  UNDP-APDIP 2004

Th e  m ate rial in th is  guide  m ay be  re produce d, re publis h e d and 
incorporate d into furth e r w ork s  provide d ack now le dgm e nt is  give n 
to UNDP-APDIP.

Th is  w ork  is  lice ns e d unde r th e  Cre ative  Com m ons  Attribution 
Lice ns e . To vie w  a copy of th is  lice ns e , vis it 
h ttp://cre ative com m ons .org/lice ns e s /by/2.0/ or s e nd a le tte r to 
Cre ative  Com m ons , 559  Nath an Abbott W ay, Stanford, California 
9 4305, USA.

Pre face

Th is  us e r guide  is  m e ant as  an introductory guide  for a 
us e r to us e  a m ode rn pe rs onal com pute r (PC) running a 
Linux ope rating s ys te m . Th e  m ain aim  is  to provide  a 
s e lf-le arning guide  on h ow  to us e  a m ode rn Linux 
de s k top s ys te m . It as s um e s  th at th e  us e r h as  no prior 
k now le dge  of Linux or PC us age .

Afte r going th rough  th e  guide  th e  re ade r s h ould be  in a 
pos ition to s tart us ing a Linux de s k top for both  pe rs onal 
and office  us e . In particular th e  us e r s h ould be  able  to:

     •    acce s s  th e  Inte rne t and us e  th e  W W W  and 
Inte rne t e m ail
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     •    m anage  file s  and folde rs , and m anipulate  th e  file  
s ys te m
     •    produce  and print s im ple  docum e nts  and 
pre s e ntation m ate rials
     •    advance  to be com e  a pow e r us e r by furth e r s e lf-
le arning and e xploring

Ch apte r 1 –  Ge tting Starte d

I've  update d th is  guide  to re fle ct th e  de s k top 
e nvironm e nt calle d KDE. It is  "W indow s " lik e  w ith  a fe w  
m ore  be lls  and w h is tle s . I've  tak e n th e  s cre e ns h ots  from  
m y com pute r, w h ich  w on't be  s e t up e xactly th e  s am e  as  
yours , but w ill be  pre tty clos e .

In orde r to s tart us ing your s ys te m  you w ill us ually h ave  
to pe rform  w h at is  k now n as  a us e r login. Th is  
proce dure  is  ne ce s s ary to ide ntify yours e lf to th e  
s ys te m . Th e  s ys te m  allow s  m ultiple  us e rs  to us e  it 
concurre ntly s o, it h as  to be  able  to ide ntify a us e r in 
orde r to grant th e m  th e  ne ce s s ary privile ge s  and righ ts  
to us e  th e  s ys te m  and applications . Each  us e r, upon 
s ucce s s ful login, w ill be  as s igne d to h is  h om e  dire ctory 
(folde r).

Som e  s ys te m s  m ay h ave  be e n s e t up s o th at upon 
pow e r-on, a de fault us e r is  logge d in autom atically. If 
th is  is  s o, th e n you w ill not be  pre s e nte d w ith  a login 
s cre e n or prom pt as  de s cribe d in th e  s e ction be low . You 
m ay s k ip on to th e  s e ction e ntitle d "Bas ic Navigation 
us ing th e  Mous e  on th e  De s k top."

Note :
Th e re  is  a s pe cial us e r calle d root, or s upe rus e r (th is  
us e r is  us ually cre ate d during th e  s ys te m  ins tallation) 
w h ich  h as  unlim ite d acce s s  and righ ts  to all th e  s ys te m  
file s  and re s ource s . You only ne e d to login as  root if 
ce rtain s ys te m  le ve l adm inis trative  tas k s  are  to be  
carrie d out. Oth e rw is e ,th e re  is  us ually no ne e d for a 
norm al us e r to login as  root.  Th is  is  to pre ve nt 
accide ntally dam aging th e  s ys te m  by de le ting or 
m odifying im portant s ys te m  file s .



7

Te xt Bas e d Login Prom pt

To login, e nte r th e  us e r nam e  
follow e d by th e  ENTER k e y and 
w h e n th e  pas s w ord prom pt appe ars , 
e nte r th e  pas s w ord follow e d by th e  
ENTER k e y. You are  now  logge d 
onto th e  s ys te m  and m ay is s ue  
com m ands  if you w is h . For th is  
e xe rcis e  th e  only com m and you 
ne e d h e re  is  s tartx, w h ich  s tarts  th e  
Graph ical Inte rface .

Graph ical Login Scre e n

W h e n you re ach  th e  login s cre e n, 
type  in your us e rnam e  and th e n type  
in your pas s w ord and h it e nte r. Th is  
w ill bring up a s plas h s cre e n s h ow ing 
your de s k top be ing loade d as  s e e n 
on th e  m iddle  s cre e ns h ot on th e  le ft:

W h e n th e  blue  ligh ts  on th e  bottom  
finis h  ligh ting up th e  ne xt th ing you 
w ill s e e  is  your KDE de s k top as  s e e n 
in bottom  s cre e ns h ot:

Starting Th e  Graph ical 
De s k top

If you h ave  us e d th e  te xt-bas e d 
s cre e n login, you w ill h ave  to s tart 
th e  graph ical de s k top m anually by 
e nte ring th e  com m and s tartx, 
follow e d by th e  ENTER k e y.

If you h ave  logge d in from  th e  
graph ical login s cre e n, th e  graph ical 
de s k top w ill be  s tarte d autom atically 
for you. Th e  graph ical de s k top 
pre s e nts  a Graph ical Us e r Inte rface  
(GUI) for th e  us e r to inte ract w ith  th e  
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s ys te m  and run applications . 

Note :
Th e  graph ical de s k top th at w e  w ill be  us ing th rough out 
m os t of th is  guide  is  calle d th e  KDE De s k top. Th e re  is  
anoth e r de s k top e nvironm e nt in popular us e  on Linux 
s ys te m s  –  th e  GNOME De s k top. Th e re  is  s om e  
cove rage  of GNOME late r, com paring th e  s im ilaritie s  
and diffe re nce s  be tw e e n GNOME and KDE alth ough  w e  
w ill not be  cove ring th e  GNOME de s k top in de tail.

For th e  re s t of th is  us e r guide , w h e n w e  re fe r to th e  
graph ical de s k top or De s k top w e  w ill be  talk ing about 
th e  KDE De s k top unle s s  s tate d oth e rw is e .

Us ing Th e  Mous e  On Th e  Graph ical De s k top

Prope r us age  of th e  m ous e  is  e s s e ntial in orde r to h ave  
a re w arding and productive  e xpe rie nce  on th e  graph ical 
de s k top. Mos t Linux graph ical de s k tops  are  de s igne d 
for us e  w ith  a 3-button m ous e . If you are  us ing a 2-
button m ous e , during ins tallation, it s h ould h ave  be e n 
configure d to e m ulate  th e  m iddle -button of a 3-button 
m ous e  by pre s s ing both  buttons  s im ultane ous ly.

To click  on a m ous e , th e  le ft button is  de pre s s e d. (A 
m ous e  configure d for a le ft-h ande d us e r w ill ne e d to 
h ave  its  righ t button de pre s s e d.) Th e  righ t (or le ft button 
for a le ft-h ande d m ous e ) and m iddle  buttons  are  us ually 
us e d to invok e  s pe cial or s pe cific fe ature s  of th e  GUI 
and ins tructions  to do s o w ill be  e xplicitly give n.

Th e  te rm  "click ing on th e  m ous e " m e ans  th at you click  
on th e  m ous e  once .

Th e  te rm  "double  click ing" m e ans  th at you click  tw ice  in 
s ucce s s ion on th e  m ous e .

To "s e le ct" an ite m  m e ans  click ing it once  w ith  th e  
m ous e .

Th e  te rm  "drag and drop" m e ans  th at you w ill h ave  to 
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click  on an ite m  and w h ile  continuing to h old th e  m ous e  
button dow n, drag th e  ite m  to anoth e r place  and on 
re ach ing its  de s tination, drop it by re le as ing th e  m ous e  
button.

Exe rcis e s

1.Ope n th e  h om e  folde r from  th e  De s k top.
2.Clos e  th e  h om e  folde r w indow  by click ing on th e  clos e  
w indow  button at th e  top righ t-h and corne r.
3.Righ t-click  on th e  tras h  icon, vie w  its  prope rtie s  and 
th e n clos e  it.
4.Move  th e  tras h  icon to anoth e r location on th e  de s k top 
by us ing th e  m ous e  to drag it to th e  ne w  location and 
th e n re le as ing th e  m ous e .

Main Com pone nts  Of Th e  De s k top

Th e re  are  3 m ain com pone nts  to a KDE de s k top. Th e y 
are :
1) Th e  Me nu Sys te m
2) Th e  Pane l
3) Th e  De s k top Its e lf

Th e  Me nu Sys te m

Th e  m ain m e nu can be  acce s s e d by click ing on th e  
Main Me nu button locate d at th e  e xtre m e  low e r le ft h and 
corne r of th e  de s k top. It look s  lik e  th e  follow ing:

Click ing on th is  w ill bring up th e  Me nu Sys te m  as  s h ow n 
in th e  figure  on th e  le ft.

From  th e  Me nu Sys te m  you can s tart m any of th e  
applications  ins talle d on your Linux s ys te m . Note  th at 
th e  Me nu Sys te m  cons is ts  of a Main Me nu pane l and 
s ub-m e nu pane ls . Each  e ntry in th e  Me nu Sys te m  w h ich  
h as  an arrow  on its  righ t m e ans  th at it is  an e ntry point 

Th e  Me nu Sys te m
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to a s ub-m e nu, and th e re  can be  s ub-m e nus  w ith in e ach  
s ub-m e nu. In th is  w ay, applications  in th e  Me nu Sys te m  
can be  organiz e d and cate goriz e d for e as y re fe re nce  
and acce s s .

To acce s s  th e  s ub-m e nu as s ociate d w ith  a m e nu e ntry, 
m ove  th e  m ous e  and re s t it on th e  m e nu e ntry in 
q ue s tion and a s ub-m e nu pane l w ill appe ar as  s e e n on 
th e  le ft:

Click ing once  on a m e nu e ntry w ill caus e  an 
application as s ociate d w ith  it to be  launch e d, i.e ., 
e xe cute d.

Th e  Pane l

Th e  long bar acros s  th e  bottom  of th e  de s k top s cre e n is  
calle d th e  Pane l.  Th e  Pane l contains  th e  Main Me nu 
icon, th e  application launch e r icons , a notification are a 
and apple ts .

Ins talle d by de fault are  s e ve ral application launch e r 
icons  on th e  Pane l. Th e s e  are : Sh ow  De s k top, H om e  
Folde r (My Docum e nts ), PCLinuxOS Control Ce nte r 
(Control Pane l), Synaptic Pack age  Manage r, and 
Moz illa Fire fox (W e b Brow s e r). Click ing on one  of th e s e  
w ill run th e  application. Com m only acce s s e d 
applications  can be  adde d to th e  Pane l and th os e  th at 
are  le s s  fre q ue ntly us e d can be  re m ove d.

Th e  notification are a h olds  ale rt icons  s o th at th e  us e r 
can be  ale rte d to critical m e s s age s .

Apple ts  are  s m all applications  th at run on th e  Pane l. 
Th e s e  us ually pe rform  us e ful and inform ative  tas k s  lik e  
s e tting th e  s ound le ve l of th e  s ound card, m onitoring 
w h e th e r th e  s ys te m  s oftw are  ne e ds  an update , w e ath e r, 
e tc.

Main Me nu and Sub-m e nu

Th e  Pane l
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Th e  W ork s pace  Sw itch e r

Th e  graph ical de s k top can be  re garde d as  a w ork s pace  
draw ing an analogy w ith  th e  w ork ing are a on a re al 
ph ys ical table top. Program s  are  run, docum e nts  
dis playe d and file s  ope ne d on th e  w ork s pace . To cut 
dow n on w ork s pace  clutte r and to e nable  th e  us e r to 
organiz e  h is  w ork s pace  m ore  e fficie ntly, th e  graph ical 
de s k top e nvironm e nt allow s  th e  us age  of m ultiple  
w ork s pace s . Each  w ork s pace  can be  cons ide re d as  a 
virtual de s k top.

By de fault th e  us e r h as  4 de s k top w ork s pace  are as  to 
w ork  on. Th e  w ork s pace  s w itch e r re pre s e nts  e ach  
w ork s pace  as  a s m all s q uare  and s h ow s  th e  
applications  running in e ach  of th e m .  To acce s s  a 
w ork s pace , click  on th e  s q uare  w ith  th e  m ous e .

Th e  Tas k bar

Th e  Tas k bar apple t is  locate d ne xt to th e  w ork s pace  
s w itch e r and s h ow s  th e  title s  of all th e  running 
applications  in a virtual de s k top (a w ork s pace ).

Th e  De s k top Space

Th e  De s k top s pace  re fe rs  to th e  re s t of th e  s cre e n. It 
contains  icons  w h ich  are  graph ical re pre s e ntations  of 
s h ort-cuts  to application launch e rs , file  folde rs , file s , and 
pe riph e ral de vice s  lik e  floppy dis k s , CD-ROM drive s , 
and printe rs .  Double -click ing on an icon re pre s e nting 
an application w ill launch  or e xe cute  th e  application. 
Com m only us e d applications  and/or file s /folde rs  are  
us ually place d on th e  de s k top s pace .

Us ing Th e  W indow  Manage r

An inte ractive  application th at is  run on th e  graph ical 
de s k top is  us ually dis playe d ins ide  a w indow . Th is  

Th e  W ork s pace  Sw itch e r

Th e  De s k top Space
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w indow  can be  acce s s e d and m anipulate d us ing th e  
w indow  m anage r.

Th e  Title bar

W h e n an application is  s tarte d, an 
application w indow  ope ns  and a 
fram e  (s e e  figure  on th e  le ft) is  
place d around th e  w indow  of th e  
application. Th e  top e dge  of th e  
fram e  h as  a title bar th at contains  th e  
title  of th e  application. Se e  th e  
s cre e ns h ot be low :

At th e  le ft h and corne r of th e  title bar is  th e  W indow  
Me nu button. Click ing on th is  button w ill ope n up th e  
W indow  Me nu.

You can pe rform  ope rations  s uch  as  m inim iz e , 
m axim iz e , m ove , re s iz e  and clos e  th e  w indow  from  th is  
m e nu.  At th e  righ t e dge  of th e  title bar th e re  are  th re e  
buttons  w h ich  allow  you to m inim iz e , m axim iz e , and 
clos e  th e  w indow .

To pe rform  an ope ration in th e  W indow  Me nu, ope n th e  
m e nu by click ing on th e  W indow  Me nu button and th e n 
s e le ct th e  de s ire d ope ration.

Manipulating Th e  W indow

Som e  bas ic ins tructions  to m anipulate  th e  w indow ing 
s ys te m  are  give n h e re .  More  de tails  can be  obtaine d by 
click ing on th e  Main Me nu and th e n on More  
Applications , Docum e ntation and th e n KDE H e lp Ce nte r. 
Afte r th e  KDE H e lp Ce nte r ope ns  ch oos e  KDE Us e r 
Manual and s croll dow n to "W indow s , H ow  To W ork  
Th e m ."

Focus  –  In orde r for a w indow  to re cie ve  input from  th e  
m ous e  and th e  k e yboard it h as  to be  th e  w indow  "in 

An Application W indow  Fram e

A W indow  Me nu
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focus ." Only one  w indow  can h ave  focus  at a tim e . 
W indow s  th at are  not in focus  h ave  th e ir title bars  graye d-
out. To focus  on a w indow  place  th e  m ous e  on th e  
title bar and click  on it. (You can actually click  anyw h e re  
w ith in th e  w indow , but it is  s afe r to click  on th e  title bar 
s ince  th e re  is  no pos s ibility of accide ntally click ing on 
s om e  ite m  s e le ction or functionality of th e  application 
running w ith in th e  w indow .) If th e  w indow  is  not vis ible , 
you can click  on th e  tas k bar on th e  Pane l at th e  bottom  
of th e  De s k top to bring into focus  th e  w indow  you w ant.

Maxim iz e  and Minim iz e  –  Maxim iz ing a w indow  m e ans  
th at th e  w indow  is  e xpande d to cove r th e  w h ole  
de s k top, w h ile  m inim iz ing it m e ans  th at th e  w indow  is  
tak e n off th e  de s k top and it appe ars  as  an icon in th e  
tas k bar on th e  Pane l.

You can m axim iz e  a w indow  w h ich  h as  focus  e ith e r from  
th e  W indow  Me nu or by click ing on th e  m axim iz e  button 
on th e  title bar. You can s im ilarly m inim iz e  th e  w indow . If 
th e  w indow  doe s  not h ave  focus , bring it into focus  by 
click ing on th e  tas k bar on th e  Pane l.

Re s iz e  –  You can re s iz e  a w indow , i.e ., ch ange  its  s iz e , 
by placing th e  m ous e  at an e dge  of th e  w indow  and 
th e n drag th e  w indow  to th e  de s ire d s iz e .

Move  –  To m ove  a w indow  to anoth e r place  on th e  
de s k top, place  th e  m ous e  on th e  title bar and drag th e  
w indow  to th e  de s ire d location.

Clos e  –  You can clos e  a w indow  w h ich  h as  th e  focus  
e ith e r from  th e  W indow  Me nu or by click ing on th e  clos e  
w indow  button on th e  title bar. If th e  w indow  doe s  not 
h ave  focus  bring it into focus  firs t by click ing on th e  
tas k bar on th e  Pane l.

Note : Clos ing th e  w indow  m ay te rm inate  your 
application.

'Blind' –  You can re duce  th e  w indow  s iz e  to jus t th e  title  
bar (lik e  a w indow -blind) by double  click ing on th e  title  
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bar.
Move  to W ork s pace s  –  Th e  W indow  Me nu can be  
us e d to m ove  th e  application curre ntly ope ne d to 
anoth e r w ork s pace  or to all th e  w ork s pace s .

Exe rcis e s

Ope n your h om e  folde r from  th e  De s k top. Pe rform  th e  
follow ing ope rations  on th e  ope ne d w indow :
–  m axim iz e  it
–  m inim iz e  it
–  re s iz e  it
–  m ove  it to anoth e r are a of th e  de s k top
–  place  it on w ork s pace  3
–  re duce  it to jus t th e  title  bar
–  clos e  it

Ending Th e  Se s s ion

To e nd th is  ch apte r, you can e xit 
your s e s s ion on th e  de s k top by 
pe rform ing w h at is  k now n as  a 
logout.

If you do not w ant to us e  th e  s ys te m  
any m ore , you can turn it off by 
pe rform ing a s ys te m  s h utdow n.

Logout

W h e n you h ave  finis h e d w ork ing on 
th e  s ys te m , you w ill ne e d to logout. 
Logging out w ill inform  th e  s ys te m  
th at you are  no longe r us ing th e  

s ys te m 's  re s ource s .  All th e  file s  ope ne d and program s  
run by you w ill be  clos e d and/or s toppe d unle s s  you 
h ave  s pe cifically inform e d th e  s ys te m  to k e e p th e m  
ope n or running for you.
To logout, at th e  Main Me nu s e le ct: Main Me nu --> Log 
Out and at th e  dialog w indow  s e le ct End Curre nt 
Se s s ion and click  OK.



15

Sh utting Dow n Th e  Sys te m

W h e n you h ave  finis h e d us ing th e  com pute r and w ant to 
pow e r it off, you w ill ne e d to pe rform  a s ys te m  
s h utdow n. To s h utdow n, at th e  Main Me nu, s e le ct 
logout. Th e n, at th e  graph ical logout s cre e n s e le ct th e  
"Turn Off Com pute r" option. You w ill als o h ave  th e  
option to "Re s tart Com pute r."

Note :
It is  ve ry im portant th at a prope r s ys te m  s h utdow n is  
pe rform e d. You s h ould not jus t turn off th e  pow e r s w itch  
of th e  com pute r to s h ut it dow n.  Failure  to obs e rve  th is  
m ay le ad to s ys te m  s oftw are  and data corruption and 
failure .

Th is  e nds  th e  firs t ch apte r in an ongoing s e rie s  of 
article s . By th e  tim e  w e  are  finis h e d anyone  th at re ads  
w ill fe e l ve ry confide nt w h ile  m oving around in th e  
PCLinuxOS 2007 KDE de s k top e nvironm e nt. Se e  you 
ne xt is s ue !
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A Le tte r to My 
W indow s Frie nds

De ar W indow s  Frie nd,

W h at's  w rong w ith  th is  article ? 

h ttp://w w w .cnn.com /2006/TECH /inte rne t/12/20/cybe rcrim e /

W h at's  w rong is n't w h at's  in th e  article  - it's  w h at is n't in 
th e  article . H e re 's  w h at's  w rong - now h e re  is  M icros oft, 
and th e ir products , s uch  as  Inte rne t Explore r, Outlook , 
Outlook  Expre s s  and W indow s  m e ntione d. And th at's  
not jus t w rong. It borde rs  on ne glige nt re porting. 
Be caus e  M icros oft is  large ly culpable  for th e  plague  of 
s pam  infe s ting your e m ail. And your W indow s  PC m ay 
be  h e lping.

Com pute r colum nis t Robe rt Cringe ly w rote , back  in 
2001:

"Th e  w onde r of all th e s e  Inte rne t s e curity proble m s  is  
th at th e y are  continually labe le d as  'e -m ail virus e s ' or 
'Inte rne t w orm s ,' rath e r th an th e  m ore  corre ct 
de s ignation of 'W indow s  virus e s ' or 'Micros oft Outlook  
virus e s .' It is  to th e  cre dit of th e  M icros oft public 
re lations  te am  th at Re dm ond h as  s om e h ow  e s cape d 
blam e , be caus e  ne arly all th e  data s e curity proble m s  of 
re ce nt ye ars  h ave  be e n W indow s -s pe cific, tak ing 
advantage  of th e  glaring s e curity looph ole s  th at e xis t in 
th e s e  M icros oft products ."

In Nove m be r of 2003, Joh n Dvorak  w rote :

"Th e  [Outlook  Expre s s ] product h as  be e n unde r fire  
s ince  its  re le as e , and alm os t e ve ry m ajor virus  us e s  
Outlook 's  ope n-door s e curity policy to turn individual 
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m ailboxe s  into s pam -o-m atic e m ailing m ach ine s ."

Se ve ral ye ars  h ave  pas s e d and th os e  w ords  s till ring as  
true  today as  th e y did in 2003 - or 2001. Micros oft 
appe ars  cle arly unable  or unw illing to cle an up th e ir 
s oftw are  to th e  de gre e  th at it re q uire s . Th e ir fre q ue nt 
"critical update s " s e e m  to be  little  m ore  th an s tick ing 
bandaids  on a h igh w ay traum a victim . Eve n th e  m uch -
vaunte d “Patch  Tue s days ” h ave  be e n de s cribe d as  an 
invitation for th e  e xploit w rite rs  to te s t and s e nd out th e ir 
ne xt round of virus e s  and trojans .

Th e  m ains tre am  m e dia virtually ne ve r m ak e s  th e  
dis tinction be tw e e n "com pute r" trojans /virus e s  and 
"Micros oft" trojans /virus e s . Maybe  th e  m ains tre am  
m e dia doe s n't k now  any be tte r. Or m aybe  th e  
m ains tre am  m e dia ge ts  a h e ck  of a lot of adve rtis ing 
re ve nue  from  Bill Gate s .

In m y vie w , it's  th is  s im ple . W indow s  de s k top and s e rve r 
PCs  are  a train w re ck  on th e  Inte rne t th at h ave  caus e d 
lite rally billions  of dollars  of dam age  to com pute r us e rs  
and bus ine s s e s . Th at is  not th e  cos t of doing com pute r 
bus ine s s . Th at is  th e  cos t of doing bad com pute r bus ine s s .

Maybe  you didn't k now  th is  - and th at's  not your fault. 
But th e  fact is , you w e re  s old a PC th at h ad s e ve re  
s e curity proble m s  in th e  fundam e ntal de s ign of its  
s oftw are , and e ve n w ors e  proble m s  in its  de fault s e tup. 
If it w e re n't for th e  agre e m e nt you m ade  in th e  form  of 
th e  MS EULA (ye s , you agre e d to it) you m igh t e ve n 
h ave  grounds  for a clas s  action law s uit.

But it's  tim e  to w ak e  up. Now  you k now  be tte r. And m y 
m e s s age  is  s im ple  - run s om e th ing be s ide s  W indow s , at 
le as t w h e n you're  conne cte d to th e  Inte rne t. Ch ance s  
are , your m ach ine  can run both  W indow s  and Linux. I'll 
e ve n h e lp you s e t it up. Us e  Linux to s urf and do e m ail. 
Run W indow s  for w h at it's  s afe  for - playing gam e s . W ith  
your ne tw ork  cable  unplugge d, ple as e .

Or buy a Macintos h . But ple as e , don't s it th e re  and 
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w onde r w h y your inbox is  floode d w ith  s pam  w h ile  
running five  h idde n tas k s  on your z om bie d W indow s  PC 
th at is  s pre ading virus e s  and flooding th e  Inte rne t w ith  
e ve n m ore  s pam  w ith out your pe rm is s ion or k now le dge .

Ah h , but you h ave  an antivirus  program  ins talle d. Gre at. 
Th e re 's  jus t one  proble m . Th e  ne w  h ack e rs  are n't bore d 
k ids  s itting in th e ir pare nt's  bas e m e nts  playing at 
h ack ing your PC. Th e  ne w  h ack e rs  are  h igh ly traine d, 
w e ll-finance d, profe s s ional crim inals . Do you s e rious ly 
th ink  th at th e y can't afford to buy a curre nt copy of 
Norton/Sym ante c or McAfe e  and th orough ly te s t th e ir 
trojans  and virus e s  agains t th e  s am e  antivirus  you 
h ave ? Th e  e as y acce s s ibility of VM (virtual m ach ine ) 
s oftw are  e ve n le ads  to th e  pos s ibility th at s om e  of th e  
ne w  trojans  m ay h ave  th e ir ow n virtual m ach ine , or 
e xploit e xis ting VM s oftw are  and lite rally run W indow s  
as  a gue s t ope rating s ys te m  - from  w h ich  vantage  point 
th e y w ould be  im pos s ible  to de te ct from  W indow s , 
re gardle s s  of w h at k ind of antivirus  you're  running.

h ttp://it.s las h dot.org/article .pl?s id=06/03/11/0130221

And e ve n at th e ir be s t - at th e ir abs olute  be s t, antivirus  
program s  w ill alw ays  be  a jum p be h ind th e  bad guys  . 
W h e n a ne w  virus  is  cre ate d it tak e s  tim e  to notice  th e  
virus ; to re port it to th e  antivirus  com panie s , for th e  
com panie s  to dis s e ct th e  virus  and figure  out h ow  to 
ide ntify it; th e n m ore  tim e  to figure  out h ow  to cle an or 
dis able  it; th e n m ore  tim e  to add th at to an update  file  and 
ge t th at file  dis tribute d. W e 're  talk ing q uite  a fe w  days . 
H ow  long doe s  it tak e  a virus  to s pre ad globally? H ours .

Are  you afraid to le arn h ow  to us e  Linux or a MacIntos h ? 
Don't be . Re m e m be r, you w e re n't born k now ing 
W indow s , and th e  trans ition is  e as ie r th an you th ink . 
Pe rs onally, I'd be  a LOT m ore  afraid of pas s ing out m y 
cre dit card num be rs , m y s ocial s e curity num be r  and m y 
addre s s . I'd be  a LOT m ore  afraid about giving out all m y 
bank  account inform ation and pas s w ords . I'd be  a LOT 
m ore  afraid of th e  FBI k nock ing at m y door w anting to 
k now  about th e  ille gal porn I've  be e n e m ailing out.

In November of 2003, John Dvorak wrote:http://it.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid=06/03/11/0130221
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Aw w w w , it couldn't be  th at bad, could it? Cons ide r, in 
2004, th e  Norw e gian te lco provide r, Te le nor s h ut dow n a 
s e rve r controlling a "bot-ne t" of 10,000 "z om bie " PCs .

h ttp://w w w .th e re gis te r.co.uk /2004/09 /09 /te le nor_ botne t_
dis m antle d/

But 10,000 PCs  - th at's  noth ing, righ t? OK, h ow  about 
th is : In Se pte m be r of 2005, Dutch  police  arre s te d a trio 
controlling a z om bie d ne tw ork  of 1.5 m illion (ye s , 
m illion) PCs  - all W indow s  m ach ine s , e ve ry las t one  of 
th e m . And th e  z om bie  s oftw are  is  ge tting s m arte r –  ne w  
z om bie s  are  us ing pe e r-to-pe e r te ch nology and 
coordinating w ith  m ultiple  m as te r s e rve rs . You can't jus t 
cut one  h e ad of th e  h ydra and th ink  you've  k ille d it 
anym ore .

It's  2007 now  and th e  curre nts  le ve ls  of s pam , virus e s  
and trojans  points  to e ve n bigge r ne tw ork s . Much  
bigge r. And none  of th e  pe ople  us ing th e s e  m illions  of 
PCs  e ve n s us pe ct anyth ing is  w rong w ith  th e ir 
com pute r. None  of th e m  h ave  any re as on to doubt th at 
th e ir antivirus  prote cte d th e m . None  of th e m  th ink  for an 
ins tant th at th e ir m ach ine  is  part of th e  proble m . And 
ne ith e r do you.

Look  at it th is  w ay. You w ork e d h ard. You s ave d. You 
bough t your PC. You th ough t you ow ne d it. But Bill 
Gate s  gave  it aw ay to s om e  Uk rainian crim inal 
organiz ation. Th e y're  th e  one s  running your PC, and th e  
only re as on you can us e  it at all is  be caus e  you h ave  
th e ir pe rm is s ion. And you s till w ant to s urf th e  w e b w ith  
W indow s ?

Be  m y gue s t. But w h e n you ge t tire d of w onde ring w h y 
your brow s e r doe s n't go w h e re  you w ant it to, w h e n you 
ge t your fill of th e  s low  m ach ine  th at us e d to be  fas t, 
w h e n you s tart w onde ring if your e ntire  ide ntity is n't for 
s ale  on a fore ign w e bs ite ... give  m e  a call.

Your Linux frie nd,
Ne ptune

In November of 2003, John Dvorak wrote:http://it.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid=06/03/11/0130221http://www.theregister.co.uk/2004/09/09/telenor_botnet_dismantled/
In November of 2003, John Dvorak wrote:http://it.slashdot.org/article.pl?sid=06/03/11/0130221http://www.theregister.co.uk/2004/09/09/telenor_botnet_dismantled/
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Cre ating a Favorite  
Applications Me nu

I s pe nd tim e  in th e  Forum s , jus t lik e  e ve ryone  e ls e , and 
w h ile  I w as  th e re  I s aw  a pos t as k ing about a Favorite  
Applications  s h ortcut m e nu. W e  all h ave  a fe w  
applications  w e  us e  alm os t all th e  tim e , but don't w ant to 
clutte r up our pane ls  or de s k top w ith  all th os e  icons . I 
re ad th e  re ply from  Pas tor Ed and w ante d to s h are  it 
w ith  you. H is  m e th od place s  a s ub-m e nu in th e  KDE 
m e nu.

Righ t click  on th e  e xis ting KMe nu e ntry, and s e le ct 
Me nu Editor.

Ne xt, cre ate  a ne w  s ubm e nu -- File  > 
Ne w  Subm e nu and nam e  it w h ate ve r 
you w ant -- MyFave s .

(To k e e p it out of s igh t of your m ain 
m e nu e ntrie s , place  th is  ne w  
MyFave s  m e nu in a s ubdire ctory, lik e  
th e  More  Applications  s ubm e nu.)

Once  it's  cre ate d, s tart adding your 
favorite  applications  to it. You can 
e ith e r us e  th e  File  > Ne w  Ite m  to 
cre ate  th e m  from  s cratch , OR s e le ct 
e xis ting m e nu e ntrie s  w h e re ve r th e y 

are . Us e  Edit > Copy, th e n navigate  to your MyFave s  
s ubm e nu, and th e n us e  Edit > Pas te  to s tock  your ne w  
m e nu.

Save  your ch ange s . Now , you'll h ave  a MyFave s  m e nu 
w h e re ve r you've  place d it.

To put th is  ne w  m e nu in your top pane l, righ t click  on 
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your top pane l, and -- Add Application to Pane l.

Th e n, navigate  th rough  th e  m e nu s ys te m  th at w ill pop 
up, and k e e p m oving until you find your MyFave s  m e nu. 
Move  your m ous e  into th at m e nu, and s e le ct Add Th is  
Me nu.

You s h ould h ave  your s pe cializ e d m e nu in your top 
pane l now .

Many tim e s  th e re  is  m ore  th an one  w ay to ge t w h at you 
w ant. H e re  is  an alte rnate  proce dure  th at I us e d. It puts  
one  folde r on your de s k top th at can be  adde d to a pane l.

Righ t click  on th e  de s k top and ch oos e  Add Ne w   > 
Folde r. Nam e  it MyFave s  or w h ate ve r your ch oice  m ay 
be  and ope n th e  folde r.

Go into th e  KDE m e nu and navigate  to th e  program  you 
w ant. Drag th e  icon from  th e  KDE m e nu to th e  ne w  
folde r (It's  e as ie r if th e  ope n folde r is  'unde r' th e  KDE 
m e nu w h e n you do it.) You w ill ge t a drop m e nu as k ing if 
you w ant to Move  H e re  or Link  H e re  - ch oos e  Link . You 
w ill now  h ave  a link  to th at program  in your folde r. 
Re pe at th e  proce dure  for e ve ry program  you w ant. 

Clos e  th e  folde r, th e n le ft-click  and drag it to your pane l. 
You w ill h ave  an icon of a folde r (w h ich  you can ch ange  
if you w ant) and w h e n you click  on th e  folde r, you w ill 
ge t a drop-dow n lis t of th e  link s  in it, from  w h ich  you can 
ope n your program . If you find anoth e r program  late r, all 
you h ave  to do is  ope n th e  de s k top folde r and add it 
th e re .

H ave  fun!
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W h at's in a Passw ord?

Do you us e  th e  Inte rne t to do your bank ing? Do you go 
on s ite s  th at ne e d a pas s w ord? H ow  s afe  are  you on th e  
Ne t? Th e s e  w e re  s om e  of th e  q ue s tions  I as k e d m ys e lf. 
To com e  up w ith  ans w e rs  I turne d to s om e  te ch nology 
re s ource s . It m igh t s urpris e  you w h at I found.

To s e t a good pas s w ord is  a bit of a h it and m is s  
propos ition for m os t pe ople . Som e  us e  birth date s , 
oth e rs  th e ir pe t's  nam e  or s pous e 's  nam e . Unfortunate ly, 
th e s e  are  not s trong pas s w ords  in th is  day of Inte rne t 
us e .

Als o, re -us ing ide ntitie s  on th e  ne t, as  w e ll as  th e  
pas s w ords  th e m s e lve s , puts  you at a lot of ris k .

"Re -us ing th e s e  ide ntifie rs  puts  pe ople  at s e rious  ris k  of 
falling victim  to ide ntity th e ft," s aid th e  ITU (Inte rnational 
Te le com m unications  Union) re port. It calle d on 
re gulators  and bus ine s s e s  to find be tte r w ays  for pe ople  
to ide ntify th e m s e lve s  to w e b s ite s .

W e b s ite s , in th e ir bid to ide ntify us e rs  and track  th e m  
are  caus ing a prolife ration of ide ntitie s  and pas s w ords . 
"Th is  m ay caus e  s e curity bre ach e s , and le ave  th e m  
vulne rable  to th e  m ach inations  of ide ntity th ie ve s  (w h o 
are ) e ve r incre as ing in num be r and inve ntive ne s s ," s aid 
th e  re port.

H ack e rs  today w ill ofte n us e  a dictionary s tyle  attack . 
Th is  m e ans  th e y can ve ry q uick ly us e  all of th e  w ords  in 
th e  dictionary as  w e ll as  com m on ce le brity or s ports  
nam e s .

For e xam ple , m any pe ople  s till us e  w h at th e y th ink  is  a 
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s m art te ch niq ue  of s w itch ing out s om e  ch aracte rs  for 
num be rs ; for e xam ple , ch anging an A into a 4. Th at's  a 
ve ry com m only k now n te ch niq ue  and doe s  not w ork  
anym ore .

Pe ople  w h o s te al pas s w ords  for ille gal us e  only h ave  to 
go to s ocial ne tw ork ing s ite s  to ge t acce s s  to your 
pas s w ords . It is  re porte d th at pe ople  give  too m uch  
inform ation out on th e s e  s ite s , lik e  age , favorite  film  
s tars , favorite  pe t, and it doe s  not tak e  long for s om e  of 
th e s e  e xpe rts  to s oon h ave  an ide a w h at pas s w ord you 
are  probably us ing.

A lot of pe ople  online  us e  only one  pas s w ord to m ak e  
th ings  e as ie r to re m e m be r, but, th is  in its e lf is  
dange rous . Ide ally you s h ould h ave  a pas s w ord for 
e ach  s ite  th at ne e ds  one  and ch ange  it fre q ue ntly. Th is  
m e ans  th at you could h ave  tw e nty or s o pas s w ords  to 
re m e m be r. As  th e y s h ould be  in uppe r and low e r cas e  
le tte rs  as  w e ll as  num be rs , th is  is  going to m e an h aving 
s om e place  s afe  to s tore  th e m .

Th e re  are  m any ch oice s  available , but a ne w  online  
s e rvice  from  Box Knox is  available  and offe rs  e ncrypte d 
s torage  at no cos t, w h ile  prote cting anonym ity. 
Pe rs onally, I pre fe r to k e e p m y data on m y ow n h ard 
drive  s o I us e  a program  lik e  m ypas s w ords afe  from  th e  
re pos itory. It e ncrypts  th e  pas s w ords  and h as  pas s w ord 
prote ction. You can e ve n ge ne rate  ne w  pas s w ords  and 
us e r nam e s  for e ach  s ite . I find th is  q uite  s atis factory for 
m y ne e ds . I ch ange  all pas s w ords  once  a m onth  as  
w e ll. Eve n th e n, com plicate d pas s w ords , s e cure ly 
s tore d, do not m e an you are  s afe .

"You can go and us e  Inte rne t s e arch  tools  lik e  Google  
and you'll find lots  of fre e  tools  th at allow  you to lis te n in 
to s om e one  e ls e 's  PC." s aid one  s e curity s pe cialis t, 
"Es pe cially if you are  an MS W indow s  us e r."

Som e  of th e  bank s  in th e  UK are  te s ting a ne w  s ys te m . 
An alte rnative  be ing cons ide re d by H SBC and th e  
Alliance  and Le ice s te r bank s  in th e  UK w ould h ave  
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us e rs  run an application on th e ir m obile  ph one s  to 
ge ne rate  a s e cond pas s  code .

Th e  e ve r-ch anging s e cond pas s w ord m ay be  th e  th ing 
of th e  future . It m ay be  th e  only w ay to k e e p us e rs ' 
s e cre ts  s e cre t in th e  long run.

Le t us  h ope  th at th e  day com e s  w h e n w e  w on't h ave  to 
w orry any m ore  about th e s e  is s ue s ; until th at day 
com e s , be  s afe  on th e  Inte rne t and k e e p your private  life  
... private .
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Fre e  as in Fre e  Be e r

For th e  ne w com e r to th e  w orld of fre e /libre  and ope n 
s ource  s oftw are  th e  te rm  "fre e  as  in fre e  be e r" m ay 
s e e m  a bit confus ing at firs t. Th is  is  an atte m pt at a cle ar 
e xplanation. I've  provide d link s  w ith in th e  article  and at 
its  conclus ion for furth e r re ading on th is  s ubje ct.

Fre e  Be e r

W h o but a frie nd give s  you a be e r? Th e  guy at th e  pub 
e xpe cts  paym e nt. Th e  guy at th e  s tore  e xpe cts  
paym e nt. Th e  bre w e rie s  and m icro-bre w e rie s  e xpe ct 
paym e nt. Each  of th e m  h as  m ade  a financial inve s tm e nt 
in orde r to bring you th e  be e r, s o e xpe cting a re turn on 
th e  inve s tm e nt is  th e ir righ t. W e  can't e xpe ct th e m  to go 
brok e  to s upply us  w ith  be e r, can w e ?

But a lack  of m one tary cos t is  not w h at is  m e ant by th e  
fre e  in th e  ph ras e  "fre e  be e r." Th is  w ord h as  th e  
m e aning of fre e dom  and libe rty. It is  th e  ope nne s s  of 
ope n s ource . At h ttp://w w w .fre e be e r.org/blog/ you'll find 
link s  to th e  re cipe s  for fre e  be e r, th e  labe ls  for it and 
oth e r h e lpful ite m s  and inform ation. You m ay als o 
purch as e  fre e  be e r. H ow  can it be  offe re d for s ale  and 
be  fre e ? Th e  ans w e r is  s im ple .

You h ave  th e  libe rty –  re ad fre e dom  –  to copy and us e  
th e  re cipe  and s h are  it w ith  oth e rs . Th e  labe l graph ics  
are  s upplie d, als o, s o you m ay labe l your bottle s  of be e r. 
You are  fre e  to us e  and s h are  th e s e  th ings . Th us , you 
are  at libe rty to m ak e  and s h are  th is  be e r. Th e s e  q uote s  
from  th e  above  s ite , "FREE BEER is  a be e r w h ich  is  
fre e  in th e  s e ns e  of fre e dom , not in th e  s e ns e  of fre e  
be e r" and "Th e  re cipe  and brand of th e ir be e r is  
publis h e d unde r a Cre ative  Com m ons  Lice ns e , w h ich  
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m e ans  anyone  can us e  th e  re cipe  for ple as ure  or profit. 
Th e  only catch : If you m ak e  m one y s e lling th e ir uniq ue  
be e r, you h ave  to give  th e m  cre dit and publis h  any 
ch ange s  you m ak e  to th e  re cipe  unde r a s im ilar 
lice ns e ." Th is  offe rs  an e xplanation of w h at 'fre e  be e r' 
 is , if you unde rs tand th e  diffe re nce  be tw e e n lack  of cos t 
and fre e dom .

H ow  doe s  th is  re late  to s oftw are ?

Gnu.org offe rs  th is  e xplanation of fre e  s oftw are  
(h ttp://w w w .gnu.org/ph ilos oph y/fre e -s w .h tm l) -

1.Th e  fre e dom  to run th e  program , for any purpos e  
(fre e dom  0).
2.Th e  fre e dom  to s tudy h ow  th e  program  w ork s  and 
adapt it to your ne e ds  (fre e dom  1). Acce s s  to th e  s ource  
code  is  a pre condition for th is .
3.Th e  fre e dom  to re dis tribute  copie s , s o you can h e lp 
your ne igh bor (fre e dom  2).
4.Th e  fre e dom  to im prove  th e  program  and re le as e  your 
im prove m e nts  to th e  public s o th at th e  w h ole  com m unity 
be ne fits  (fre e dom  3). Acce s s  to th e  s ource  code  is  a 
pre condition for th is .

"A program  is  fre e  s oftw are  if us e rs  h ave  all of th e s e  
fre e dom s . Th us , you s h ould be  fre e  to re dis tribute  
copie s , e ith e r w ith  or w ith out m odifications , e ith e r gratis  
or ch arging a fe e  for dis tribution, to anyone  anyw h e re . 
Be ing fre e  to do th e s e  th ings  m e ans  (am ong oth e r 
th ings ) th at you do not h ave  to as k  or pay for 
pe rm is s ion."

"W h e n talk ing about fre e  s oftw are , it is  be s t to avoid 
us ing te rm s  lik e  'give  aw ay' or 'for fre e ' be caus e  th os e  
te rm s  im ply th at th e  is s ue  is  about price , not fre e dom ."

Th e  conce pt h e re  is  s im ple  –  you are  at libe rty to us e  or 
im prove  F/LOSS program s  or not, at your ow n ch oos ing. 
You are  fre e , as  in 'fre e  s pe e ch ' to m ak e  your ow n 
ch oice s . Th e  s oftw are  m ay be  gratis , i.e . w ith out 
m one tary cos t, or th e re  m ay be  a fe e  ch arge d for it. Th e  

http://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.html
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fre e  part of F/LOSS is  th e n not about th e  m one tary 
cos ts , but about your libe rty.

Conclus ion 

W h e n you s e e , or h e ar th e  s tate m e nt "Fre e  as  in fre e  
be e r" applie d to s oftw are , it s h ould be  cons ide re d a 
s tate m e nt about your righ t to ch oos e . You are  at libe rty, 
i.e . fre e  to ch oos e , to us e , dis tribute  or ch ange  th e  
s oftw are , s o long as  you s h are  th at libe rty w ith  
e ve ryone . No one  m ay be  de nie d th is  libe rty. If anyone  
is  de nie d, th e  fre e dom  is  los t.

Enjoy your fre e dom  and re m e m be r to s h are  it. 
Fre e dom /libe rty is  one  of th os e  th ings  th at incre as e s  
w h e n give n aw ay.

"Th e re 's  no s uch  th ing as  fre e  lunch ." - Robe rt A. 
H e inle in, q uote d from  Th e  Moon is  a H ars h  M is tre s s

Noth ing is  w ith out cos t. W h at about gratis , you as k ? 
Ye s , e ve n gratis  h as  a cos t. Th e  de ve lope r w h o cre ate d 
th e  s oftw are  th at you re ce ive  w ith out m one tary cos t h as  
paid for th e  h ardw are  th at th e  s oftw are  w as  de ve lope d 
on, us e d h is /h e r valuable  tim e  in th at de ve lopm e nt and 
provide d a w e bs ite  from  w h ich  th e  s oftw are  and s ource  
code  m ay be  dow nloade d. Eve ry pie ce  of s oftw are  e ve r 
w ritte n h as  be e n paid for by s om e one . Eve ry dow nload 
s ite  h as  be e n paid for by s om e one . It is  for h e lp in th e  
de fraying of th e s e  cos ts  th at th e re  are  donation link s  on 
w e bs ite s  w h e re  s oftw are  and ope rating s ys te m s  are  
m ade  available  gratis .

Link s  for furth e r re ading:

h ttp://e n.w ik ipe dia.org/w ik i/Fre e _ as _ in_ be e r
h ttp://w w w .gnu.org/
h ttp://w w w .fs f.org/
h ttp://e n.w ik ipe dia.org/w ik i/Fre e _ s oftw are

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_as_in_beer
http://www.gnu.org/
http://www.fsf.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_software
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W h at NOT To Do 
W h e n Bore d of 
Te sting 2007

Ye s , te s ting 2007 is  boring, te dious ly, h orribly boring. 
Th e  darn th ing jus t w ork s . And w h e re 's  th e  th rill th e re ? 
So you're  bore d, and you notice  s om e th ing. A k e y on 
your laptop is n't q uite  righ t. Maybe  it's  s tick ing, m aybe  
it's  got a bit of piz z a crus t lodge d unde r it - at any rate , 
for w h ate ve r re as on, w h e th e r it be  a ge nuine  
m e ch anical failure , or pos s ibly s om e  m icro-s trok e , or 
oth e r ce re bral vas cular traum a, you de cide  to tak e  apart 
your laptop k e yboard. I can give  you a bit of advice . 
Don't. Jus t don't. I'm  not talk ing th e  polite  Nancy 
Re agan "Jus t s ay no" don't. I m e an, for th e  love  of all 
you h old de ar, for th e  s ak e  of your s anity, for th os e  w h o 
love  and ne e d you - DON'T!

Pe rh aps  you fe e l th e  m alfunctioning k e y is  ne e de d. I 
as s ure  you, it's  not. You can ype  a pe rfe cly ine lligible  
s e ne nce  w ih ou h e  us e  of m os  of your k e ys . H one s . 
Alte rnate ly, you can jus t us e  th e  trick  of ch anging 
k e yboard layouts . Type  your docum e nt, th e n go into 
your s ys te m  configuration and s w itch  th e  k e yboard 
layout to Dvorak  (w h ich  you s h ould be  us ing anyw ay) 
and fill in th e  m is s ing le tte rs .

Eve n be tte r. Lock  your laptop in th e  attic, and m ove  
aw ay. Jus t s e ll th e  h ous e . Eve r s e e  'Polte rge is t'? Trus t 
m e , once  your laptop k e yboard m alfunctions , you're  
be tte r off jus t w alk ing aw ay. Only e vil can com e  of 
s tick ing around and m e s s ing w ith  force s  th at are  dark e r 
and m ore  pow e rful th an you can im agine . Le t th e  ne xt 
ow ne rs  of your h ous e  unlock  th at fate ful door one  day. 
It's  th e ir proble m .
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"But", you s ay, "I us e d to tak e  apart m y old IBM Mode l M 
k e yboard all th e  tim e , s tick  th e  bits  in th e  dis h w as h e r, 
and be  back  and running in th irty m inute s !" W e ll, all I 
can s ay to th at is ...you poor de lude d fool. Firs t of all, th e  
IBM Mode l M k e yboard (pos s ibly th e  fine s t k e yboard 
e ve r conce ive d on th is , or any oth e r w orld) w as  a 
m ilitary grade , fie ld s e rvice able  pie ce  of cold w ar digital 
com bat e q uipm e nt. It w as  de s igne d to be  fie ld-s trippe d 
in th e  dark  by Pe ntagon typis ts  afte r a nucle ar h olocaus t 
and built to outlas t God w h ile  s e rving as  a com bination 
fallout s h e lte r and s e lf de fe ns e  w e apon.

Your laptop k e yboard on th e  oth e r h and, w as  conce ive d 
and e xe cute d by a tribe  of m utant dw arfs , s om e w h e re  in 
th e  footh ills  of th e  Taiw ane s e  Alps  to do e xactly tw o 
th ings  - tak e  up le s s  th an one -inch  of ve rtical s pace  and 
w e igh  approxim ate ly th re e  gram s . To do th at re q uire s  
not e ngine e ring, but voodoo. I'm  talk ing s e rious  m ojo 
h e re , and w h e n th e  m ojo bre ak s , you're  jus t be tte r off 
not m e s s ing w ith  it.

But I s e e  th at, lik e  Captain Ah ab, you are  inte nt on your 
doom e d purs uit. Ve ry w e ll. You w ill ne e d a fe w  th ings . 
You w ill ne e d a th in-w alle d plas tic containe r, a s le nde r 
im ple m e nt, s uch  as  your ave rage  s w is s  arm y k nife , 
s om e  e poxy, and alcoh ol. Th e  alcoh ol is  not for th e  
k e yboard, it's  for you. I s ugge s t Jack  Danie ls , but s om e  
h ave  re porte d s atis factory re s ults  w ith  gin or rum .

You w ill als o ne e d s om e  k now le dge . Se arch  th e  w e b for 
"re place  laptop k e ys ", and re ad care fully. Som e  s ite s  w ill 
h e lpfully e xplain th at you s h ould pry ge ntly on th e  righ t 
s ide  of th e  k e y, unle s s  you h ave  a le ft-s ide -prying 
k e yboard. Righ t. Oth e rs  purport to s h ow  picture s  of th e  
dis as s e m bly, tak e n w ith  s canning e le ctron m icros cope s . 
K e e p in m ind th at on th e  w e b, I h ave  als o s e e n picture s  
of Jim m y H offa flying a UFO into th e  W orld Trade  
Ce nte r. Th e s e  ph otos  are  fak e s , done  in Ph otos h op (I 
m e an th e  k e yboard ph otos  - th e  H offa ph otos  are  re al). 
And th e re  is  no s uch  th ing as  a "righ t-prying" or "le ft-
prying" k e yboard. Th is  is  jus t a crue l prank .
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Firs t, you w ill ne e d to tak e  th e  th in-w alle d plas tic 
containe r and cut a fe w  circle s  out of it. Mix up your 
e poxy, and us e  it to attach  th e  plas tic circle s  ove r e ve ry 
pos s ible  inle t or outle t in your bath room , w h ich  is  w h e re  
w e 'll be  w ork ing. Or, to be  m ore  pre cis e , w e 'll be  
w ork ing in th e  bath tub. W h e n th os e  tiny plas tic pie ce s  
s tart flying around, you'll be  glad you lis te ne d. (Note : 
you don't h ave  to e poxy your toile t - jus t w rap it in tw o or 
th re e  laye rs  of duct tape ) W h ile  you're  w aiting for th e  
e poxy to h arde n, pour yours e lf a s h ot of th e  alcoh ol 
m e ntione d above . You'll be  glad you did.

Now  th at th e  e poxy h as  h arde ne d, m ove  your proje ct 
into th e  tub, clos e  th e  s h ow e r curtain and be gin prying 
on th e  k e ys  in q ue s tion w ith  your prying im ple m e nt, 
m e ntione d above . W h e re  you pry doe s n't m uch  m atte r; 
as  I m e ntione d above , th e  notion of "le ft-prying", or 
"righ t-prying" k e yboards  is  jus t foolis h ne s s . You w ill h e ar 
a s ligh t click , as  you apply pre s s ure . You w ill ne xt h e ar a 
naugh ty w ord or tw o as  plas tic pie ce s  pop loos e  and fly 
all ove r th e  tub. Th e  w e bs ite s  s h ow  th e  k e ycap ne atly 
com ing loos e , le aving an inge nious  little  x-fram e  th at 
s upports  th e  k e ycap and give s  it it's  "action". Th e s e  
w e bs ite s , as  I e xplaine d e arlie r, are  lie s . Actually th e  
w h ole  darn th ing flie s  apart in four diffe re nt dire ctions .

Ste p out of th e  bath room  (did I m e ntion you s h ould be  
doing th is  w ith out cloth ing, by th e  w ay? W h e n th os e  
little  pie ce s  jum p off your k e yboard, th e y can be  lodge d 
in any pie ce  of cloth ing, w h e re  you w ill not find th e m , 
and th e y w ill not dis lodge  until you are  s om e place  
w h e re  th e y can fall and ne ve r be  found. So jus t w ork  in 
th e  nude . It's  a bath tub, OK? You've  done  th is  be fore ) 
and pour yours e lf anoth e r drink .

Tak e  a de e p bre ath , m arch  back  into th e  bath room  and 
e xam ine  th ings . Th e  firs t th ing you w ill notice , in th e  
vacant s pace  le ft by th e  k e ycap, is  e nough  h air to le t a 
Tibe tan yak  join th e  Me n's  H air Club. Th is  is  norm al. I've  
s e e n a lot of k e yboards  and th e y all h ave  it. I'm  s ure  th e  
m anufacture rs  put it th e re  for a re as on, s o it's  be s t to 
jus t le ave  it be .
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Th e  ne xt th ing you w ill notice , if it's  an "x-fram e "-type  
k e yboard, is  th at th at am ong th e  pie ce s  th at poppe d 
loos e , th e re  are  tw o tiny ladde r-lik e  parts  and one  flat 
pie ce . You w ill notice  th at e ach  of th e s e  pie ce s  look s  as  
if it m igh t be  capable  of be ing rotate d in e ith e r th e  X or 
th e  Y dim e ns ion and s till fit toge th e r. Som e  of you binary 
m ath  type s  h ave  alre ady figure d th at m e ans  th e re  are  
s ixty-th re e  pos s ible  w rong w ays , and one  righ t w ay to re -
as s e m ble  th ings . I love  you binary m ath  type s . H ow e ve r, 
you are  w rong. Actually, th e re  are  s ixty-four pos s ible  
w rong w ays , and no righ t w ay. So th e re .

W h at you ne e d is  an intact e xam ple . So go ah e ad and 
try prying a fe w  m ore  k e ycaps  off. H e ck , m aybe  one  of 
th e m  w ill pop off ne atly, le aving a pe rfe ctly-as s e m ble d x-
fram e  for you to us e  as  a re fe re nce . Righ t. W h e n you 
ge t tire d of th is  e xe rcis e , your ne xt be s t be t is  to m aybe  
ge t a good X-ray of your k e yboard. Th is  is  e as ie r th an 
you th ink . Dre s s  as  Os am a bin Lade n, and try to board 
an aircraft at your local airport w ith  no boarding pas s . 
Afte r th e  s e curity folk s  q uit ch uck ling, th e y'll be  glad to 
give  you a copy of th e  x-rays . And, afte r you ge t back  
h om e , and h ave  anoth e r drink  or tw o, th e  body-cavity 
s e arch  w on't s e e m  ne arly as  bad.

But you w ill dis cove r a proble m . No m atte r h ow  h ard 
you s q uint at th e  x-rays , it's  jus t im pos s ible  to m ak e  out 
th e  s tructure  of th e  plas tic k e y bits  agains t th e  m uch  
s tronge r s h adow s  m ade  by all th e  m e tal bits  in your 
laptop. W h ich  is  w h y radiologis ts  ge t paid w h at th e y do. 
So it's  back  to s q uare  one . H ave  anoth e r drink , s h e d 
your Os am a cos tum e  and h e ad back  to th e  bath room . 
Try prying off th e  le as t us e d k e ys , as  th e y m ay be  le s s  
lik e ly to fly into bits . I s ugge s t th e  F11 k e y. It's  only 
k now n purpos e  is  to s e parate  th e  F10 k e y from  th e  F12 
k e y. In all th e  h is tory of com puting, nobody h as  e ve r 
pre s s e d th is  k e y, and in fact, on m any k e yboards , it's  
not e ve n w ire d in.

W h e n (if) you s ucce s s fully ge t a k e y off th at le ave s  th e  
little  x-fram e  intact, s tudy it care fully. You w ill notice  th at 
th e re  are  re m ark ably fe w  de tails  th at give  a clue  to th e  



32

corre ct orie ntation of th e  pie ce s . In fact, th e re  are  no 
s uch  de tails  - but if you ge t it w rong, it w on't w ork . So 
s tart trying to s tick  your pie ce s  toge th e r. You m ay h ave  
to drag th e  bottle  of alcoh ol into th e  bath room  w ith  you, 
jus t to k e e p your h ands  s te ady as  you w ork  w ith  th e  tiny 
plas tic parts  th at are  trying th e ir be s t to fly apart. K e e p 
trying. Re m e m be r, th e re 's  only a finite  num be r of w ays  
th e s e  pie ce s  can go toge th e r.

Pe rs is te nce  m ay pay off. Or it m ay not. W h e n afte r a 
fe w  days , your frie nds  or re lative s  h ave  convince d th e  
police  to bre ak  dow n your door, and th e y find you, nude , 
lying in your bath tub, w ith  duct-tape  and e poxy ove r all 
th e  fixture s , bottle s  of Jack  Danie ls  lying around as  you 
drool ove r a pile  of plas tic pie ce s , you'll ge t th e  h e lp you 
ne e d. I prom is e . And by th e  tim e  you ge t out of th e  
ins titution, laptops  w ill be  s m art e nough  th at you can 
talk  to th e m  w ith out e ve r touch ing a k e yboard.
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Sim ple  W ays to Do 
Th ings

I h ave  be e n playing around w ith  ne tw ork ing, on and off, 
for m aybe  th e  pas t s ix m onth s  or m ore . I h ave  ins talle d 
all s orts  of ne tw ork ing pack age s  and s ucce e de d in 
ge tting m y s m all h om e  ne tw ork  w ork ing OK us ing a 
couple  of diffe re nt m e th ods . No W in boxe s  h e re !

H aving de cide d th at all th is  ne tw ork  s tuff w as  com ple te  
ove rk ill for m y ne e ds , s h aring only s pe cifie d file s  w ith  
oth e r PCs  on th e  LAN, I h ave  de cide d to ins tall th e  ve ry 
m inim um  ne tw ork  pack age s  w h e n I ge t th e  final PCLOS 
2007 re le as e . So I am  pre paring to s h are  file s  w ith out 
th e  ne tw ork  s e t up, for th e  m os t part, w h ich  I ne ve r fully 
unde rs tood anyw ay. Too m any s e e m ingly 's am e ' 
s e ttings  are  in diffe re nt place s . OK, I k now  it is  s im ple , 
but obvious ly not s im ple  e nough  for m e .

Th e re  w ould als o be  th e  odd occas ion th at I w ould w is h  
to s h are  s om e  docum e nts  w ith  a frie nd in a re m ote  
location, m aybe  e ve n s h are  s om e  ph otograph s  or 
vide os . Th e  docum e nts  w e re  ne ve r a proble m , as  I 
could s e nd th e m  by e m ail; vide os  are  of cours e  a 
diffe re nt m atte r. Th e y are  too big for s om e  ISPs  to le t 
th rough . I ne e de d a m e th od to s h are  th e s e  w ith  m y 
frie nd als o.

I be lie ve , I h ave  found th e  ide al s olution for m e ; I s tre s s  
'for m e .' I be lie ve  th is  w ill w ork  for m e  for s e ve ral 
re as ons :

I am  be h ind a Route r/Fire w all
I only ne e d it inte rm itte ntly
It is  a s m all h om e  s e t up, pre s e ntly th re e  PCs , 
m axim um  of probably e igh t.
Th e  m os t im portant re as on, it is  SIMPLE!
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On one  m ach ine , I h ave  m y m us ic s tore d on a s e parate  
partition. Th is  is  th e  PC th at I us e  to play th e  m us ic I 
w ant; it h as  th e  be s t audio output of th e  lot. On all th e  
m ach ine s , I've  s e t up a dire ctory on th e  De s k top, calle d 
Sh are d, into w h ich  I put w h at I w is h  to s h are . In th is  w ay 
I de te rm ine  w h at is  s h are d w ith out h aving to w orry 

about us ing locations  into w h ich  I m igh t 
inadve rte ntly place  a file  th at s h ould not be  
s h are d. I s e t up s h are s  on e ach  PC for all th e  
'Sh are d' dire ctorie s  and als o th e  Mus ic partition.

To s e t up th e  s h are s  I us e d th e  Public File  
Se rve r apple t of KDE, (righ t click  on K ick e r and 
Add Apple t), on all m ach ine s  and s e t up one  
s h are  - th e  s h are d folde r. On th e  m us ic 
m ach ine , I s e t up a s e cond s h are  for th at 
partition –  righ t click  on th e  tray icon and s e le ct 
Add Se rve r. Each  m ach ine 's  Sh are d folde r can 
be  s e e n on all th e  oth e rs  s im ply by e nte ring th e  
IP addre s s  of th e  m ach ine , follow e d by th e  port 
num be r on w h ich  th e  s h are  is  available  - 
s om e th ing lik e  h ttp://19 2.168.3.121:8006 - into 
th e  w e b brow s e r. Th e  conte nts  of th e  Sh are d 
dire ctory are  dis playe d. If Z e roconf is  running, 
th e n th e  IP addre s s  can be  dis pe ns e d w ith  and 
th e  broadcas t nam e  of th e  m ach ine  us e d in its  
place . Th is  is  us e ful w h e re  th e  IP addre s s  m ay 
ch ange  due  to DH CP be ing us e d. So if I h ave  
nam e d a com pute r "Bunny", I w ould put into th e  
brow s e r s om e th ing lik e  th is  - h ttp://bunny:8006 - 
and h ave  th e  conte nts  of th e  Sh are d dire ctory 
on "Bunny" dis playe d in m y brow s e r.

OK, I re ck on I am  s orte d for h om e  us e . Th e  
us e rs  ne e d k now  noth ing about ne tw ork s , 
Ne tBIOS nam e s , or anyth ing conce rne d w ith  

ne tw ork ing. Th e y h ave  no pe rm ane nt s h are s  s e t up. All 
th e y ne e d to k now  is  th at anyth ing in th e  "Sh are d" folde r 
on th e ir De s k top is  s h are d w ith  e ve rybody e ls e , and to 
acce s s  th e  Sh are d folde r on th e  oth e r m ach ine s  th e y 
jus t type  in th e  m ach ine  nam e  and port num be r into 
th e ir brow s e r. Th e s e  us e rs  are  trus te d, but th e y can 



35

re gard e ve ryth ing e ls e  as  private  (if not ultra 
s e cure ). In any cas e , th e  m ach ine s  be ing all in 
th e  one  h ous e  m ak e s  th e m  ph ys ically available  
if anyone  h e re   w is h e s  to bre ak  into th e m . 
Acce s s  to th e  s h are d folde r s e t up on Port 8003 
on th e  PC nam e d Pe ntium _ D look s  lik e  th is :

To s h are  th e  odd file  w ith  m y re m ote  frie nd w e  
s e t up H am ach i (from  th e  PCLOS re pos itory) on 
our tw o com pute rs ; s e t up a virtual LAN, and 
th e n a Sh are d folde r, us ing th e  KPF apple t, on 
our PCs , th at w e  could e ach  acce s s . Now  h e  
h as  acce s s  to th e  file s  I w is h  to s h are  w ith  h im  
and I h ave  acce s s  to file s  h e  w is h e s  to s h are  
w ith  m e . All th at w as  re q uire d w as  to s e t up a 
s e parate  s h are  dire ctory and port num be r to do 
th is . It is  a m atte r of a fe w  click s  of th e  m ous e  to 
s e t one  up and a couple  of click s  s tops  it. I can 
m onitor w h at is  be ing acce s s e d and by w h om  in 
e ach  s h are d folde r.

Ne gative s : All s h are d file s  on th e  local LAN are  
vis ible  to e ve rybody on 
th e  LAN. Th e y w ould be  
vis ible  to th e  W AN e xce pt 
for th e  Route r/Fire w all. 
Als o, th e  s pe e d of Data 
trans fe r appe ars  to be  
lim ite d to 5Mb pe r 

s e cond.

It is  pos s ible , if I le ft m y local s h are  active , th at m y 
re m ote  frie nd could acce s s  it if h e  gue s s e d th e  port 
num be r be ing us e d, but I w ouldn't be  s h aring anyth ing 
w ith  h im  unle s s  I trus te d h im .

Th e re  is  no built-in s e curity us ing th e  Apple t s o I am  
de pe nde nt on th e  fire w all in th e  route r for s e curity. I 
m igh t ge t around to e nabling th e  s oftw are  fire w alls  on 
e ach  com pute r to pas s  th rough  re q ue s ts  on th e  s pe cific 
ports . Th is  w ould give  m ore  s e curity but involve  a bit 
m ore  w ork , w h ich  I am  anxious  to avoid.
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So th at's  th e  s tory. It is  by no m e ans  ide al, but I th ink  it 
w ill s e rve  m y ne e ds  and be  s ufficie ntly s e cure .

Konq ue ror Plays  Mus ic

If I acce s s  a folde r on th e  m us ic s h are  containing MP3 
file s  and click  on a file , th e n I ge t a pop up offe ring to 
d/load it or launch  Am arok  (de fault?) to play it. If ins te ad, 
I put th e  location AND th e  file  nam e  into th e  Konq ue ror 
location bar, th e n Konq ue ror w ill s h ow  m e  th e  controls  
of a playe r and by click ing on th e  Play button th e  file  w ill 
be  playe d in Konq ue ror. 

Stre am  Mus ic ove r Your LAN

For anyone  w h o w is h e s  to s tre am  th e ir m us ic from  th e ir 
s tore  location for all PCs  on th e  LAN to lis te n to, it can 
be  done  w ith  Kaffe ine  - FILE-NETW ORK Broadcas ting - 
Se nd Broadcas t Stre am , and pick  a port num be r. All 
PCs  on th e  ne tw ork  can th e n lis te n to w h at is  be ing 
playe d by us ing Kaffe ine  - File  Ne tw ork  Broadcas ting - 
Re ce ive  Broadcas t Stre am .

Kaffe ine  w ill als o s tre am  oth e r type s  of m e dia of cours e . 
You could play a vide o on th e  s tore  m ach ine , s e tting 
Kaffe ine  to broadcas t it, and w atch  it on any PC on your 
LAN. Cool!
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W h at is Root?

CogDis : H e re  are  a couple  of e xce rpts  from  a pre vious  
dis cus s ion on th e  forum :

One  of th e  th ings  I h ave  found in h e lping ne w  Linux 
us e rs  unde rs tand th e  Linux w ay of doing th ings  is  th at 
th e  conce pt of "root" can be  a bit pe rple xing be caus e  of 
th e  incons is te nt w ay it is  us e d in th e  Linux le xicon. In 
m uch  th e  s am e  w ay a ne w  com pute r us e r m igh t 
confus e  th e  conce pt of gigabyte s  of RAM w ith  gigabyte s  
of h ard dis k  s pace , s o too can ne w e r Linux us e rs  be  
confus e d w ith  th e  various  connotations  of root. I h ope  
th is  m ay s h e d s om e  ligh t for s om e one .

1. Firs t of all th e re  is  "/" (pronounce d root), th e  top m os t 
le ve l of th e  root file  s ys te m  (as  in root dire ctory or 
folde r). I find it ironic th at "/" is  us e d to de s cribe  th e  
topm os t le ve l of th e  Linux file  s ys te m  w h e n m os t of us  
probably w ould intuit jus t th e  oppos ite  ... but I digre s s . 
You m igh t th ink  of "/" as  th e  containe r for th e  e ntire  root 
file  s ys te m .

2. Th e  root file  s ys te m . Ofte n re pre s e nte d as  "/" but 
re ally e ncom pas s ing all of th e  file s  and folde rs  th at 
m ak e  up th e  Linux ope rating s ys te m .

3. Th e  root partition. Th e  ph ys ical partition or drive  th at 
th e  root file  s ys te m  live s  on. Als o fre q ue ntly re fe rre d to 
as  "/".

4. /root. Th is  is  not th e  root partition or root file  s ys te m , 
but th e  h om e  folde r of th e  root us e r.

5. root. Mos t fre q ue ntly us e d to de note  th e  us e r "root". 
Or m ore  s pe cifically, th e  nam e  of th e  login account of 
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th e  th e  adm inis trative  us e r th at h as  full file  s ys te m  
acce s s  privile ge s . Als o k now n as  s upe rus e r.

6. As  root, gain root, root acce s s , e tc. Th at is , pe rform  
s om e  action w ith  th e  adm inis trative  privile ge s  of th e  root 
us e r.

You s e e , "root" h as  various  connotations  de pe nde nt 
upon th e  conte xt in w h ich  it is  us e d. It is  no w onde r th at 
it is  h ard for m any of us  to gras p at firs t.

W e  w on't e ve n ge t into root-w indow , rootk it, ge t roote d, 
root portal, ch root and m any oth e r s im ilarly ph ras e d 
te rm s . Yik e s !

Mw ananch i: It s e e m s  odd, th at th e  root partition 
(h da1, h db1, e tc.) is  s tuck  in th e  m ids t of th e  file  s ys te m  
unde r /m nt, be caus e  th e n w h e re  do all th e  folde rs  and 
e ve ryth ing above  root re s ide ?

...e ve ryth ing above  root? root is  lik e  GOD in your 
s ys te m , th e re  is  no "above  root", e ve ryth ing is  and m us t 
be  unde r H IM. Th e  w h ole  unive rs e  is  unde r "/". Th e  
unive rs e  is  th e  "/", going above  th is  is  lik e  going ove r th e  
boundary of th e  unive rs e , or cruis ing pas t th e  s pe e d of 
ligh t! W h at are  you going to s e e ? It jus t doe s n't m ak e  
s e ns e .

H E h as  h is  ow n ch illing place  at '/root', w h e re  h e  puts  
h is  pe rs onal s tuff and w h e re  h is  de s k top is . It's  lock e d 
be caus e  h e  is  jus t pe rs onal.

You live  in H IS unive rs e  and you h ave  your ow n place  to 
grow  up in calle d "h om e  dire ctory", you live  in 
'/h om e /you'.

H e  occas ionally allow s  an e xte ns ion to h is  unive rs e  
from  oth e rs , i.e . USB de vice s , h ard drive s , CD-ROMS, 
floppy drive s , unde r '/m nt', but th is  is n't a re q uire m e nt, 
H E jus t lik e s  th e m  th e re  s ince  H E can re m e m be r w h e re  
th e y are  all th e  tim e .
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H E occas ionally allow s  H IS ch ildre n to fiddle  around in 
place s  th e y s h ouldn't be  by giving th e m  te m porary 
acce s s  to H IS pow e rs  by re q uiring th e m  to provide  a 
root acce s s  pas s w ord.

H E is  a ve ry forge tful GOD s o h e  k e e ps  m os t of h is  
ph ys ical as s e ts  in '/de v', a folde r w h e re  ironically H is  
unive rs e  is  attach e d. (/de v/h daX ).

H e  k e e ps  m os t of h is  lik e s  and dis lik e s  about h ow  H E 
runs  h is  unive rs e  in '/e tc'. H e  provide d a nice  place  
w h e re  h is  ch ildre n and anyone  w h o care s  to k now  m ay 
find out w h at h e  is  up to in '/proc'. W ant to k now  w h at h e  
is  s m ok ing? W e ll, h ang around th e re , and if you pray 
h ard e nough , you m igh t find out.

W h at of th e  los t+ found place ? W e ll, H e  ge ne rally puts  
th ings  th e re  th at H e  doe s n't k now /re m e m be r w h e re  th e y 
are  s uppos e d to be . It's  lock e d be caus e  you are n't 
s uppos e d to "s e e " h is  m is tak e s . 

Exw inte ch : In s om e  locations , w h e re  th e  Englis h  
s pok e n is  not of th e  e xce ptionally w e ll-m anne re d 
Am e rican type , th e  Linux Nam e  of th e  Ultim ate  
Adm inis trator (oth e r th an Te x or Linus , natch ) is  a 
re fe re nce  to th e  'h um an procre ative  act' - I h ope  th at's  a 
s ufficie ntly polite  w ay to put it. It is  m os t aw k w ard to 
h ave  to atte m pt to e xplain to th os e  of th e  fe m ale  ge nde r, 
in th e s e  Re gions  of non-Am e rican (Aus tralian) Englis h , 
th at th e y m us t 's u to root', to do 'Adm in Tas k s ', as  th e y 
th ink  of it in Oth e r Sys te m s .

Th e  te rm  's u' can s ound th e  s am e  w h e n s pok e n, as  th e  
dim inutive  form  of th e  nam e  'Sus an', as  in 'Sue '. So 
w h e n us e d in th e  conte xt m e aning 'Ch ange  to Adm in 
Mode ', th e  connotations  can be   m is le ading, e s pe cially 
to ladie s  not at all fam iliar w ith  Linux, w h o as s um e  'root' 
to m e an s om e th ing w ith  w h ich  a plant gains  nutrie nts  
from  th e  s oil, or th e  above  s lang or diale ctic re fe re nce .

Pe rh aps  s om e  of th e  Forum  Me m be rs  from  non-Englis h -
s pe ak ing re gions  could te ll us  w h at 'Linux Adm in Mode '' 
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is  in oth e r language s , and at le as t th os e  w h o pre fe r to - 
w h e n s pe ak ing to th os e , of cours e , not only ladie s , as  
ye t unfam iliar w ith  Linux, could ch oos e  and us e  anoth e r 
w ord for it. Ah e m .

Ah h , w e ll, off now , to find m y tongue -from -ch e e k  
re m ove r.

Me rlin W h ite w olf: Jus t one  q ue s tion for now  - W h at 
arcane  artifacts  of e le ctronic pow e r doe s  'H e ' put in 
"/var"?

Alge rnon: Le t's  call it "runtim e  inform ation" ... th e  s tuff 
th at ge ts  dynam ically ge ne rate d w h e n applications  run.

Th e re  are  h ow e ve r e xce ptions , s ince  a lot of ve ry 
diffe re nt th ings  go in '/var'.

Exam ple s : '/var/log' is  th e  re pos itory of all logs  (m os tly 
ge ne rate d by s e rvice s  or th e  k e rne l its e lf); '/var/run' is  
w h e re  dae m ons  put runtim e  info s uch  as  th e ir PID s o 
oth e r program s  m ay de te ct th e ir e xis te nce ; '/var/s pool' 
s tore s  th e  job q ue ue  for all dae m ons  w h ich  ne e d one  
(cron, at, cups , m ail...); '/var/lock ' contains  th e  lock  file s  
us e d to de te ct w h e th e r anoth e r proce s s  - or anoth e r 
ins tance  of th e  s am e  proce s s  - are  us ing a non-
s h are able  re s ource ; '/var/cach e ' provide s  a good place  
to cach e  s tuff for program s  th at ne e d it (apt/s ynaptic, 
s am ba,...).

Oth e r dire ctorie s , lik e  '/var/ftp' or '/var/w w w ' can be  us e d 
(th ough  not ne ce s s arily) as  h om e land for ve ry s pe cific 
s e rve rs , s uch  as  FTP s e rve rs  or Apach e  s e rve rs . In th e  
latte r cas e , th e  dire ctory '/s rv/w w w ' is  as  far as  I k now  
fre q ue ntly us e d to s tore  w e bs ite s . And th e n th e re  are  
e ve n m ore  th ings  in '/var'.

You s e e , it's  h ard to give  a ge ne ral de finition. 

Abm m an: W e ll, root doe s  not h ave  any am biguous  
m e aning in Danis h , but if you abbre viate  Linux Adm in 
Mode  to LAM, it m e ans  e ith e r lam e  (in all s e ns e s  of th e  
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w ord) or lam b. Much  m ore  funny is  MUG (Micros oft 
Us e r Group), w h ich  in Danis h  m e ans  "m old".

Dave cs : In Englis h , MUG, as  w e ll as  a large  s q uare  
cup, als o m e ans  Face  (m ug-s h ot, ugly m ug, e tc) or 
Victim  of a Scam  or Robbe ry. (H e  is  th e  m ug. H e  w as  
m ugge d). It is  als o ge ne ral s lang for fool.

Exw inte ch : Root is n't th e  Ultim ate  Pow e r in Linux, if 
th e  s aid Linux is  running KDE. Root can be  ove rridde n 
at w ill/random  - by Konq ue ror... W e ll docum e nte d by m e  
in th e  Sandbox.

Vam pire fo: Th e  ultim ate  pow e r is  th e  pe rs on s itting in 
th e  ch air typing. W e  control th e  PC not root. Root, 
plainly and s im ply, is  th e  adm inis trator.
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Bringing Linux to 
th e  Kids

I w as  ins pire d re ce ntly. I re ad about Nich olas  
Ne groponte 's  “One  Laptop Pe r Ch ild” (OLPC) proje ct, 
and s udde nly, I caugh t a glim ps e  of h is  vis ion. Im agine  
m illions , no, te ns  of m illions  of little  k ids  all ove r th e  
plane t us ing ope n s ource  s oftw are . All th os e  ch ildre n 
introduce d to com pute rs , to ope n s oftw are , to th e  ide als  
of s h are d inform ation, ins te ad of th e  s h ack le s  of 
e nforce d inte lle ctual prope rty lice ns ing. I s aw  a dark  
globe , s pinning in th e  vas t black ne s s  of s pace , 
s h adow e d, until a s park  appe are d –  a pinpoint of ligh t in 
th e  dark ne s s , th e n anoth e r, th e n doz e ns , th e n 
th ous ands , until th e  w h ole  plane t w as  blaz ing w ith  th e  
ligh t of young m inds  conne cting, le arning, s h aring. I got 
a bit bre ath le s s . W ith out w arning, I be cam e  a dis ciple  - I 
h ad a m is s ion.

Th e  ne xt tim e  th e  grandk ids  w e re  ove r, I re m e m be re d 
m y m is s ion. But Lil' Mik e  is , w e ll, too little . At one , h e 's  
jus t m ade  th e  fas cinating dis cove ry th at h is  nos trils  and 
h is  finge rs  fit toge th e r rath e r ne atly. So I turne d to big 
s is te r, Aniah . Don't as k  m e  to e xplain th e  nam e . Aniah 's  
m om , "Mom " s ays  it s e e m e d lik e  a ne at nam e  at th e  
tim e . I s ay w e  ne ve r s aw  s om e  of th e s e  odd nam e s  until 
w e  got re e e e allly good labor and de live ry drugs . But 
Aniah  w as  pe rfe ct for m y m is s ion. Going on th re e , s h e 's  
a s pe ak ing, re as oning little  h um an. W h at be tte r tim e  to 
s tart introducing com pute rs ?

Mom  doe s n't th ink  Aniah 's  going to be  "into" com pute rs . 
Mom  th ink s  Aniah  is  going to be  a dance r. Of cours e , 
Mom  als o th ink s  th at "Re ality TV" is , w e ll, re al. Now , I 
w ill adm it, Aniah  can dance . Sh e  can do a s tartling 
Paula Abdul w h e n 'Straigh t Up' com e s  on th e  TV. W h e n 
s h e  w as  around tw o, w e  w e nt to th e  be ach , and h ad 
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dinne r at a re s taurant on th e  pie r. Th e re  w e re  a couple  
of m us icians  about m y vintage  on a little  platform  s tage , 
cove ring th e  70's  and 80's  h its . Aniah  w e nt righ t up to 
th e  s tage  and s tarte d dancing. Sh e  h ad a diffe re nt 
dance  for e ve ry s tyle  of m us ic, and th e  m us icians  w e re  
h aving fun trying h e r w ith  diffe re nt s ongs . Th e  
cus tom e rs  w e re  h aving fun, too, and s tarte d filling th e  
tip jar. Th at doe s n't m e an s h e 's  going to be  a dance r, it 
jus t m e ans  s h e  can dance . Sh e  can le arn to us e  a 
com pute r, too. Righ t?

So I fire d up KW rite , s e t th e  font to a nice  gre e n color, 
and a h uge  s iz e . I got anoth e r ch air, and invite d Aniah  to 
th e  com pute r. Our dog, "Daw g" follow e d, and s at be s ide  
us , w atch ing inte ntly. Daw g is  us ually not m uch  inte re s te d 
in ope n s ource , or com pute rs  in ge ne ral. Daw g h as  
s im ply figure d out th at toddle rs  in th e  h ous e  m e an ple nty 
of s pille d food. (Daw g is  pre tty s h arp, in h is  ow n w ay.) So 
I type d Aniah 's  nam e , s low ly h itting e ach  k e y and s aying 
e ach  le tte r as  I pointe d to th e  s cre e n - A...N...I...A...H  - 
Aniah ! Sh e  th ough t th at w as  gre at, and inte ntly w atch e d 
e ve ryth ing I did th rough  th e  w h ole  proce s s .

I s lid th e  k e yboard ove r to h e r and s aid, "You do it." 
Aniah  pus h e d it righ t back  and s aid, "No! You do!" So I 
did.  A...N...I...A...H  - Aniah ! W e  re pe ate d th is  e xe rcis e  a 
fe w  tim e s , until Daw g got bore d and laid dow n. I finally 
took  Aniah 's  h and, and pus h e d h e r finge r on th e  "A" k e y, 
and s aid "A". Sh e  s tarte d to ge t it. I pointe d at th e  "N" - 
s h e  pre s s e d "Q". O k ay, I'll follow  h e r le ad, s o I s aid "Q". 
Sh e  pus h e d a fe w  m ore  k e ys  at random , w ith  m e  s aying 
th e  le tte r and pointing to th e  s cre e n e ach  tim e . Mom  
brough t us  a plate  of crack e rs  and pe anut butte r, and 
Daw g s at up, s udde nly inte re s te d in th e  le s s on again.

Aniah  de cide d to pick  up th e  pace  a little , and s tarte d 
click ing k e ys  fas te r and fas te r, as  I trie d to k e e p up, 
s aying th e  le tte rs  and pointing. Sh e  e s calate d to 
m as h ing m ultiple  k e ys , and in about 3.5 s e conds  
m anage d to h it Ctrl-Alt-Back s pace , w h ich  s h ut dow n th e  
s e s s ion. I s lid th e  k e yboard back , and s tarte d logging 
back  in. I glance d ove r at Aniah , and s h e  w as  h appily 



e ating a pe anut butte r crack e r w ith  one  h and w h ile  
trying to re m ove  one  of Daw g's  e ars  w ith  th e  oth e r. 
Daw g h ad a paine d e xpre s s ion on h is  face , but h e 'll put 
up w ith  a lot if th e re 's  food involve d. Dogs  are  a bit lik e  
h us bands  th at w ay.

Cle arly, it w as  tim e  for a bre ak . I s e nt Aniah  off to w atch  
TV w ith  Mom , Daw g follow ing th e  crack e r crum b trail, 
w h ile  I re th ough t m y s trate gy. Maybe  th e  k e yboard 
w as n't th e  righ t inte rface . Pos s ibly th e  m ous e  w ould be  
be tte r. Som e th ing graph ical. I brow s e d th rough  th e  
PCLinuxOS s oftw are  re pos itory look ing for th e  righ t 
application. Th e n I h ad it. TuxPaint. Jus t th e  th ing. I us e  
it all th e  tim e  for w e b s ite  de s ign. Som e  folk s  rave  about 
th e  GIMP, but I find th at all th os e  be lls  and w h is tle s  jus t 
ge t in th e  w ay of th e  cre ative  proce s s . Give  m e  TuxPaint 
e ve ry tim e . If a cus tom e r ne e ds  a rainbow -s tripe d 
s nak e , or lots  of s tam pe d flow e rs  on th e ir page , it is  th e  
ide al tool, and one  of th e  trade  s e cre ts  th at a lot of w e b 
de s igne rs  w ill de ny to th e ir las t bre ath .

So I fire d up TuxPaint in full-s cre e n, and w e nt look ing for 
Aniah . Mom  w as  in th e  de n, w atch ing a m us ic vide o 
ch anne l th at w as  playing oldie s . 'U Can't Touch  Th is ' 
w as  on, and Aniah  w as  in front of th e  TV, one  pair of 
baggy pants  s h y of be ing one  of MC's  back up dance rs , 
doing a pre tty fair H am m e r Dance . Afte r th e  vide o, w e  
w e nt back  to th e  com pute r, and I s tarte d s h ow ing h e r 
TuxPaint, click ing on th e  tools  and draw ing on th e  
s cre e n. Aniah  lik e d it, and e ve n Daw g s e e m e d 
inte re s te d, alth ough  I did s till h ave  th os e  pe anut butte r 
crack e rs  s itting on th e  m onitor. Aniah  took  th e  m ous e  
and s tarte d s cooting it all ove r th e  de s k . I s pe nt about 
tw e nty m inute s  trying to te ach  h e r to click  and s lide , but 
w e  jus t w e re n't ge tting th e re . So I th ough t w e 'd try th e  
k e yboard th ing again. I click e d on th e  te xt tool and type d 
a couple  of le tte rs .

Aniah  got th e  ide a im m e diate ly th is  tim e . Sh e  pick e d up 
th e  m ous e  and s tarte d banging on th e  k e yboard w ith  it, 
popping h alf a doz e n k e ycaps  loos e . Daw g w as  s niffing 
h ope fully at th e  k e ycaps  th at h ad h it th e  floor, and I 
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th ough t it m igh t be  tim e  for anoth e r little  bre ak . Aniah  
grabbe d anoth e r pe anut butte r crack e r and w e nt 
bouncing off to th e  de n, Daw g trailing faith fully in h e r 
w ak e , w h ile  I took  a de e p bre ath  and be gan putting th e  
k e yboard back  toge th e r.

I gath e re d m y th ough ts , and de cide d th at th e  proble m  
w as  th e  m ous e  –  m oving it and click ing it at th e  s am e  
tim e  w as  too m uch . W h at I ne e de d w as  an inte rface  
Aniah  w as  alre ady fam iliar w ith . I k ne w  s h e  could h andle  
a crayon, and a graph ics  table t w ork s  pre tty m uch  th e  
s am e  w ay. So I unplugge d th e  table t from  m y PC, and 
m ove d it to th e  fam ily m ach ine . A fe w  m inute s  to ge t X-
W indow s  s e t up for th e  table t, and w e  w e re  re ady to go.

Th at w as  th e  m agic. Sort of. Since  th e  pe n com bine s  
click ing as  you m ove  it on th e  table t, Aniah  did a little  
be tte r. But s h e  als o m anage d to s h ut dow n TuxPaint 
tw ice , los ing fore ve r a couple  of m as te rpie ce s  w orth y of 
Jack s on Pollock . W h ile  I w as  digging around in th e  
docum e ntation, trying to find a "nos h utdow n" option for 
TuxPaint, I notice d th at Aniah  h ad finis h e d h e r crack e r, 
and w as  bus y trying to put th e  table t pe n up one  of 
Daw g's  nos trils . Daw g's  e ye s  w e re  w ate ring a little , but 
h e  w as  s till gam e . I e xtracte d th e  pe n, gave  Daw g th e  
las t of th e  crack e rs  and de cide d to call it a day.

Late r, afte r I'd h ad tim e  to crack  ope n a cold bre w , I s at 
on th e  porch  for a w h ile  and re fle cte d on th e  day. I got 
up and w ande re d into th e  de n. Th e  m us ic ch anne l w as  
s till on th e  TV, and Aniah  w as  bouncing and tw is ting. 
And I h ad a fe w  re ve lations .

My firs t w as  th at w e  don't pay Daw g ne arly e nough .

My s e cond w as  th at Aniah 's  going to be  a dance r. 
Probably. H ope fully, it w ill involve  s om e th ing a bit m ore  
lofty th an pe rform ing w ith  a couple  of be ach  m us icians  
and a tip jar, but as  long as  s h e 's  h appy...

My final re ve lation? Nick  Ne groponte  h as  h is  w ork  cut 
out for h im .
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Vista Suck s Big Tim e

Vis ta, th e  m uch  h ype d up, late s t, Bill Gate s  offe ring to 
th e  w orld, s uck s  big tim e  in m y opinion.

My daugh te r bough t a ne w  laptop las t w e e k . Once  s h e  
got it h om e , s h e  could not w ait to s h ow  m e  th is  laptop 
w ith  a gig of ram , 85 gig h ard drive , and Vis ta H om e  
Pre m ium  as  th e  ope rating s ys te m . Sh e  w as  k ind 
e nough  to le t m e  tak e  a look  at th e  ne w  laptop and Vis ta.

W h e n I boote d th e  laptop, I s at w atch ing th e  s cre e n. It 
h ad s om e  gre at graph ics  on th e  boot up s cre e n, but it 
be cam e  q uite  appare nt th at th is  ope rating s ys te m  took  a 
lot m ore  tim e , th an W indow s  XP, to boot. I s at w aiting; to 
m e  it s e e m e d a long tim e , but it finally boote d and th e  
laptop w as  up and running,

Pe rs onally, I run s om e  pre tty old com pute rs  in m y 
h ous e ; a P2 450 w ith  128 m e gs  of RAM and a P3 800 
w ith  384 m e gs  of RAM, s o I w as  e xpe cting gre at th ings  
w h e n th is  laptop h ad a gig ins talle d. To te ll th e  truth , I 
w as  dis appointe d in th e  s pe e d of th e  m ach ine , but th e n 
I re aliz e d th is  th ing us e s  h alf th e  RAM jus t to run th e  
ope rating s ys te m . To m e , th at s e e m e d to be  an 
incre dible  am ount of ram  ne e de d. It m ade  m e  w onde r 
w h at it w ill us e  w h e n it h as  be e n ins talle d for s ix m onth s  
and th e  re gis try ge ts  bloate d.

One  of th e  th ings  th at annoye d m e  righ t aw ay w e re  th e  
pop-ups  th at as k  if you w ant to do th is  or th at. Th e  
pe rm is s ion th ing drove  m e  nuts  afte r a fe w  m inute s , and 
if I ow ne d th e  com pute r, it w ould be  th e  firs t th ing th at I 
w ould turn off.

Vis ta's  e ye  candy look s  gre at; th e  s tart m e nu is  clos e  
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e nough  to XP's  th at I don't th ink  it w ould confus e  m any 
W indow s  XP us e rs , but th e  w ay th e  s ys te m  doe s  th ings  
h as  ch ange d. As  m y daugh te r did not h ave  too m uch  
ins talle d on th e  m ach ine , th e re  w as  not m uch  I could do 
w ith  it. I ch e ck e d out th e  Office  program  but it is  m ore  
th an I w ould e ve r ne e d.

In th e  s tore s  today, curious  to s e e  th e  price , I w alk e d 
ove r to th e  s oftw are  de partm e nt. H aving s e e n th e  price s  
on th e  diffe re nt Vis ta boxe s , I w ould not cons ide r buying 
it. H e re  again is  w h e re  Vis ta s uck s . It w ill s uck  th e  
m one y righ t out of your w alle t!

If you are  running XP, I pe rs onally cannot s e e  anyth ing 
on H om e  Pre m ium  th at w ould w arrant an upgrade . My 
advice  is  s tick  w ith  XP until you re ally do ne e d a ne w  
com pute r. Appare ntly I am  not alone  in m y th ink ing as  
today's  re ports  s ay th at re taile rs  h ave  s old only h alf th e  
am ount of s h rink -w rappe d Vis tas  to date  as  th e y did 
w h e n W indow s  XP w as  launch e d. Als o, Micros oft h as  
diale d back  e xpe ctations  on profits  be caus e  of th e  lack  
of s ale s . Vis ta s uck e d th e  s h are  price  dow n as  w e ll.

W ill I upgrade  to Vis ta? Nope , I w ill upgrade  to 
PCLinuxOS 2007 be ing re le as e d around th e  e nd of th is  
m onth . It is  com ing w ith  3D (ye s , I k now  Vis ta h as  th at), 
it h as  trans luce ncy (ye s , Vis ta h as  th at), it h as  be autiful 
e ye  candy (ye s , Vis ta) and it als o com e s  w ith  a 
com ple te  Graph ical Us e r Inte rface  (GUI). In oth e r 
w ords , you don't ne e d to us e  a com m and line  tool, (ye s , 
I k now , Vis ta doe s  th at as  w e ll) and it is  FREE (I k now , 
Vis ta doe s  not do th at)!

De finition of fre e ? Fre e  to dow nload, fre e  to s h are , fre e  
to m odify, fre e  to ins tall on as  m any com pute rs  as  you 
ne e d it to be  ins talle d on, fre e  to give  to your frie nds  and 
fam ily! Ye s , I k now  Vis ta doe s  not do TH AT! I alw ays  did 
s ay PCLinuxOS w as  be tte r th an W indow s  - it doe s  m ore  
th an Vis ta!
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DISCLAIMER
1. All th e  conte nts  of PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), are  inte nde d 
for ge ne ral inform ation and/or us e  only. Such  conte nts  do not cons titute  advice  and s h ould 
not be  re lie d upon in m ak ing (or re fraining from  m ak ing) any de cis ion. Any s pe cific advice  
or re plie s  to q ue rie s  in any part of th e  m agaz ine  is /are  th e  pe rs onal opinion(s ) of s uch  
e xpe rts /cons ultants /pe rs ons  and are  not s ubs cribe d to by PCLinuxOS Magaz ine .

2. Th e  inform ation in PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), is  provide d 
on an "AS IS" bas is , and all w arrantie s  e xpre s s e d or im plie d, of any k ind, re garding any 
m atte r pe rtaining to any inform ation, advice  or re plie s , are  dis claim e d and e xclude d.

3. PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ), and its  as s ociate s  s h all not be  
liable , at any tim e  for dam age s  (including, w ith out lim itation, dam age s  for los s  of any k ind) 
aris ing in contract, tort, or oth e rw is e  from  th e  us e  of, or inability to us e , th e  m agaz ine  or 
any of its  conte nts , or from  any action tak e n (or re fraine d from  be ing tak e n) as  a re s ult of 
us ing th e  m agaz ine  or any s uch  conte nts  or for failure  of pe rform ance , e rror, om is s ion, 
inte rruption, de le tion, de fe ct, de lay in ope ration or trans m is s ion, com pute r virus , 
com m unications  line  failure , th e ft or de s truction or unauth oriz e d acce s s  to, alte ration of, or 
us e  of, inform ation containe d in th e  m agaz ine .

4. No re pre s e ntation, w arrantie s , or guarante e s  w h ats oe ve r are  m ade  as  to th e  accuracy, 
ade q uacy, re liability, com ple te ne s s , s uitability, or applicability of th e  inform ation to a 
particular s ituation.

5. Ce rtain link s  on th e  m agaz ine  le ad to re s ource s  locate d on oth e r s e rve rs  m aintaine d by 
th ird partie s  ove r w h om  PCLinuxOS Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) h as  no 
control or conne ction, bus ine s s  or oth e rw is e . Th e s e  s ite s  are  e xte rnal to PCLinuxOS 
Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) and by vis iting th e s e , you are  doing s o of your 
ow n accord and as s um e  all re s pons ibility for s uch  action.

Mate rial Subm itte d by Us e rs
A m ajority of s e ctions  in th e  m agaz ine  contain m ate rials  s ubm itte d by us e rs . PCLinuxOS 
Magaz ine  (h ttp://m ag.MyPCLinuxOS.com ) acce pts  no re s pons ibility for th e  conte nt, 
accuracy, and conform ity to applicable  law s  of s uch  m ate rial.

Entire  Agre e m e nt
Th e s e  ite m s  cons titute  th e  e ntire  agre e m e nt be tw e e n th e  partie s  w ith  re s pe ct to th e  
s ubje ct m atte r h e re of, and s upe rs e de s  and re place s  all prior or conte m porane ous  
unde rs tandings  or agre e m e nts , w ritte n or oral, re garding s uch  s ubje ct m atte r.




