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As  I s it h e re  at m y com pute r to w rite  m y m onth ly introduction to PCLinuxO S Magaz ine , 
our favorite  distro is  h aving to de al w ith  s e ve ral proble m s. First, appare ntly th e  
popularity of PCLinuxO S h as  re sulte d in our forum  h ost suffe ring too h igh  a load on th e ir 
re source s  and th e y h ave  tak e n down our s ite . Se cond, PCLinuxO S's  m ain re pos itory, 
Ib iblio suffe re d a m ajor h ardware  failure , and alm ost all th e  Linux distros  (and pe rh aps  
oth e r th ings  th e y h andle d as  w e ll) w e re  lost.

Th e  PCLinuxO S Com m unity h as  re sponde d in am az ing fas h ion. Alm ost im m e diate ly, a 
te m porary h e lp forum  (h ttp://pclossupport.forum sland.com /) was  e stablis h e d, and 
s h ortly th e re afte r th e  donations  from  conce rne d PCLinuxO S us e rs  be gan pouring in. 
Many of th e  pe ople  w h o poste d th e re  h ave  offe re d s e rve r space  and oth e r s upport. Th e  
m ods  and m e m be rs  h ave  be e n providing ongoing h e lp w ith  proble m s.

Spe ak ing of proble m s... Th e re  h ave  be e n th os e  out th e re  th at wante d to us e  our 
m isfortune  to claim  th at PCLinuxO S is  de ad. Th e  ne w s  of PCLinuxO S's  de m is e  h as  be e n 
gre atly e xagge rate d. Th e  distro is  h e alth y, de ve lopm e nt continue s  apace  on TR4, and 
Final w ill arrive  soon afte r. Te x and th e  gang are  h ard at work , addre s s ing both  th e  
h osting proble m  and th e  drive  to Final.

So don't de spair. Th ings  w ill ge t be tte r. W ith  th is  distro, th at is  w h at w e  h ave  com e  to 
e xpe ct, and I k now  Te x and th e  Rippe rs  w ill not le t us  down.

O rdinarily, I'd tak e  space  h e re  to te ll you about th e  article s  in th is  is s ue . Th e re  are  a 
bunch  of good one s  th is  m onth . Explore  and e njoy.

Th at said, I'd lik e  to as k  e ve ry PCLO S m agaz ine  re ade r to tak e  tim e  righ t now  and s e nd a 
donation to Te x. You can m ak e  a donation via th e  Am az on H onor syste m  to h e lp our 
curre nt proble m s.

If you do not alre ady h ave  PASS acce s s, don't forge t to click  th e  link  to pas s  your de tails  
th rough  to th e  re cipie nt, e ls e  Te x won't k now  about your donation and won't be  able  to 
s e nd PASS acce s s  de tails  to you.

h ttp://www.am az on.com /paypage /P213461NKM3JQ4

For th os e  th at do not alre ady k now, PASS is  th e  s e rve r w h e re  update d pack age s  appe ar 
first be fore  going onto th e  public s e rve rs, and w h e re  only donors  ge t acce s s. It's  a sm all 
re ward for th os e  th at contribute  de ve lopm e nt funds. 

Th at's  apart from  th e  warm  fuz z y fe e ling you ge t for h aving h e lpe d!

And if our m ain forum  is  up and functioning by th e  tim e  you re ad th is, donate  anyway. 
D o it now !

Tim  Robinson 

From  th e  Ch ie f Editor's De sk

http://pclossupport.forumsland.com/
http://www.amazon.com/paypage/P213461NKM3JQ4
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PCLinuxOS 2007 FINAL R e le ase d

W ritte n by Te xstar, Sunday, 20 May 2007

Te xstar and th e  Rippe r Gang are  ple as e d to 
announce  th e  final re le as e  of PCLinuxO S 2007. 
Fe aturing k e rne l 2.6.18.8, KD E 3.5.6, O pe n O ffice  
2.2.0, Fire fox 2.0.0.3, Th unde rbird 2.0, Frostw ire , 
Ktorre nt, Am arok , Flas h , Java JRE, Be ryl 3D  and 
m uch  m uch  m ore . Alm ost 2 gigs  of software  com pre s s e d on a 
s ingle  s e lf bootable  live cd th at can be  installe d to your h ard 
drive  provide d it is  com patible  w ith  your syste m  and you lik e  th e  
distribution. O ve r 5000+  additional pack age s  available  afte r 
h ard drive  install th rough  our Synaptic Software  Manage r. Ple as e  
note  PCLinuxO S doe s  not s h ip w ith  W in32code s  or D VD  
de cryption software . Proprie tary Nvidia and ATI drive rs  available  
afte r h ard drive  install.

In addition w e 'd lik e  to give  out a spe cial th ank s  to th e  
PCLinuxO S com m unity w h o ste ppe d up last m onth  to h e lp us  
out and k e pt us  going. Th ank  you for all your support and w e 'll 
k e e p work ing h ard to bring you a good Linux distribution you 
can be  proud of. W e  also want to th ank  Enk i Consulting for 
providing h osting for our w e bs ite  and ib iblio.org for h osting our 
distribution.

Curre ntly available  via torre nt only as  th e  m irrors  continue  to 
populate :  h ttp://linuxtrack e r.org/torre nts - de tails.ph p?id=4143 

Purch as e  dis k  from  O n- D is k .com

http://www.enkiconsulting.net/welcome/landing-pages/growing-company.html
http://www.pclinuxos.com/forums/
http://www.mypclinuxos.com
http://www.mypclinuxos.com/
mailto://mag@mypclinuxos.com/
http://www.pclinuxos.com
http://linuxtracker.org/torrents-details.php?id=4143


De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I w ant to th ank  you for th e  m agazine , it h as  be e n ve ry h e lpfull for m e  and som e  partne rs  inte re ste d in 
PCLINUXOS as  th e  de fault OS in our boxe s . I m e t th e  m agazine  just fe w  m onth s  ago and I w ould lik e  to as k  you if 
you can w rite  m ore  or at le ast one  e xam ple  pe r is s ue  about linux com m ands : cat, gre p, e tc; h ow  are  th e y us e d and 
all th at stuffs .

Th ank s  again and k e e p w alk ing th e  m agazine ...

R e gards ....Noe  C.

Th ank s, Noe , for th e  sugge stion. Look  for us to b e gin providing just such  CLI usage  inform ation in th e  
ne ar future . I'm  sure  you re alize , th ough  th at PCLinuxO S h as ve ry de taile d inform ation on th e  CLI 
com m and se t in th e  m an page s. W e  w ill try to provide  a "re al w orld approach " to using th ose  
com m ands, as th e  m an page s can b e  ve ry daunting if you just ne e d to accom plish  a sim ple  task . -- Ed.

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I h ave  be e n w atch ing PCLinuxOS w ith  a lot of inte re st and th is  m agazine  m ak e s  m e  s e riously w ant to ch ange  to 
Linux (W indow s  Vista also h e lpe d m e  ch ange  m y m ind).

I starte d w ith  com pute rs  back  in th e  late  70's  and e arly 80's  and h ave  w atch e d M$ grow  into a m onste r.

Your m agazine  is  a bre ath  of fre s h  air for m e  and I w ill be  dow nloading e ve ry is s ue  and also PCLOS 2007 w h e n th e  
final ve rs ion is  re le as e d in th e  ne xt fe w  w e e k s .

Ke e p up th e  gre at w ork  - a m agazine  is  pe rfe ct for ne w bie s  to Linux lik e  m e  w h o don't w ant to traw l th rough  
h undre ds  of page s  of forum s .

Th ank  you for th e  gre at re ad. Th om as  M .

Th ank s for th e  k ind w ords Th om as. W e  h ope  you e njoy eve ry issue . In spite  of th e  re ce nt proble m s w ith  
our h osting se rvice  and th e  coincide ntal failure  of th e  Ib iblio re pository, PCLinuxO S is alive  and w ell, th e  
forum  is now  back  up and developm e nt on TR4 (and Final) h as proce e de d apace . Th e  forum  can inde e d 
b e  a b it daunting, b ut if you join in and spe nd tim e  using th e  se arch  function, you w ill find an e norm ous 
am ount of inform ation available , to say noth ing of th e  h undre ds of h elpful m e m b e rs th at w ill jum p at 
th e  opportunity to h elp w ith  any proble m s you h ave . -- Ed.

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

I re alize  th at th is  is  th e  form  for th e  April is s ue  but th e  May is s ue  doe s  not s e e m  to be  up in H TML form at ye t, so I 
am  us ing th is . At any rate  w h at I w ante d to com m e nt about w as  in th is  April is s ue  anyw ay.

In your re ply to Padm a quote d be low

“It's  re ally just a nit-pick  , but it grate d on m y e ye s  to s e e  Fre e  as  in Be e r be ing de fine d as  Fre e  as  in Spe e ch  . - 
Padm a

“De ar Padm a, did you ch e ck  th e  fre e  be e r w e bs ite ? Did you re s e arch  oth e r source s? I did. W h ile  I do not claim  any 
gre at e xpe rtis e  , I stand by w h at I said. Th e  fre e  in "fre e  be e r" is  libe rty. Th e  fre e  in clos e d source  softw are  is  
'w ith out m one tary cost'. Th e  tw o are  not th e  s am e  th ing. Th e re  are  ope n source  com panie s  th at ch arge  , th ough  
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th e ir code  is  ope n. Th at m ak e s  th e m  fre e  (as  in libe rty). Fre e w are  com panie s  h ide  th e ir code  , th us  th e y are  not 
fre e  , no m atte r th at th e y give  aw ay th e ir softw are  . Ope n is  fre e  . Clos e d is  not fre e  . Th e  e xch ange  of m one y or 
lack  th e re  of h as  noth ing to do w ith  it. - M e rlin W h ite w olf, Editor”

Your vie w s  are  corre ct but th e  w ording is  a little  off. As  Padm a said it is  a nitpick  but it w as  one  of th os e  th ings  th at 
just scratch e d m e  w rong.

Don't m is unde rstand; you and th e  oth e rs  are  doing a fine  job on th e  m agazine  and w h ile  I don't re ad e ve ry s ingle  
is s ue , m y com pute r tim e  is  lim ite d th e s e  days , th e  one s  I h ave  re ad I've  e njoye d. W ith  th at in m ind h e re  is  th e  
quote  from  Th e  Fre e  Softw are  Foundation.

Fre e  softw are  is  a m atte r of libe rty, not price . To unde rstand th e  conce pt, you s h ould th ink  of fre e  as  in fre e  s pe e ch , 
not as  in fre e  be e r. h ttp://w w w.gnu.org/ph ilosoph y/fre e -s w .h tm l

Your point is  still valid but by m ixing th e  fre e  be e r and fre e  s pe e ch  around it sounds  just a little  off to pe ople  w h o 
h ave  h e ard or re ad th at ph ras e  be fore .

Ke e p up th e  good w ork  w ith  th e  m agazine . ye tim an

Th ank  you for th ose  com m e nts, ye tim an. Th e  "fre e  as in b e e r" ph rase  h as b e e n a source  of confusion for 
lots of pe ople  ne w  to th e  FO SS e nvironm e nt. H ope fully, b e tw e e n th e  inform ation provide d in th e  
original article , and th e  com m e nts re ce ive d since  th at article  w as publish e d, our re ade rs w ill h ave  a 
cle are r unde rstanding and appre ciation for BO TH  form s of fre e dom . -- Ed

De ar PCLOS Magazine :

You h ad an article  running in May about updating to final from  TR 4. It state d th at it w as  not re com m e nde d as  
th e re  w e re  h idde n file s  th at w e re  s pe cific to e ach  application and m igh t not load.

As  I unde rstand an up date  proce s s , w ould not th e  file s  h idde n or not be  ove r w ritte n from  TR 4 to th e  final? 
Th e re fore  I cannot s e e  a proble m  h appe ning if you w e re  to go th at w ay.

If you could give  som e  clarification on th is  in th e  ne xt is s ue  it w ould be  appre ciate d.

Th ank s  for a gre at m agazine . T.Watch e r

Since  Final h as not b e e n rele ase d as of th is date  (05/17/07), th is m atte r is still up in th e  air. As a ge ne ral 
state m e nt, is is alw ays advisable  to do a cle an install w h e n sw itch ing from  a te st rele ase  to a final 
ve rsion. D uring th e  te st rele ase  cycle , th e  prim ary goal of th e  develope rs is to re ce ive  fe e dback  re garding 
proble m s and fix th ose  th at are  ide ntifie d. It is doubtful th at th e ir goal is to ab solutely m aintain 
com patib ility th at w ould m ak e  upgrade s possible  w ith out a cle an install. Th at b e ing said, Te x is th e  final 
w ord. W h e n Final is rele ase d, I am  ce rtain th at h e  w ill post on th e  forum  w h e th e r it is safe  to sim ply 
upgrade  or if h e  advise s a cle an install. W e  are  all w aiting e xpe ctantly now  to se e  w h at h appe ns. --Ed.
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CH APTER 3: FILES AND  FO LDERS
Th e  File System

O ne  of th e  m ost pow e rful fe ature s  of a m ode rn com pute r syste m  is  th e  ability to store  
data in a form  w h ich  can be  e as ily re trie ve d and transporte d or copie d acros s  to oth e r 
com pute r syste m s  or m e dia. D ata cre ate d and acce s s e d by a us e r in th e  com pute r is  
store d in w h at is  calle d a file . Th is  conce pt of an e le ctronic file  to store  e le ctronic data 
m im ics  th e  ph ys ical world usage  of a file  to store  data w ritte n on pape r. Th is  m im icry is  
carrie d furth e r by th e  organiz ation of th e s e  e le ctronic file s  into e le ctronic folde rs  or 
dire ctorie s. Lik e  a ph ys ical folde r, an e le ctronic folde r can contain m any file s. A folde r 
m ay also h ave  sub- folde rs  or sub- dire ctorie s.

Note : W e  s h all be  us ing th e  te rm s  folde r and dire ctory 
inte rch ange ably, unle s s  state d oth e rw is e .

File s  and folde rs  can be  cre ate d, copie d, m ove d (i.e . 
transfe rre d) and de le te d.  Th e  folde rs  th e m s e lve s  are  
organiz e d in a h ie rarch ical m anne r starting at th e  root of th e  
file  syste m . Each  us e r is  give n a h om e  dire ctory and upon 
logging in, th e  us e r is  place d in h is  h om e  dire ctory.

O w ne rsh ips and Perm issions

As  th e  syste m  is  s e t up to h andle  m ultiple  us e rs  concurre ntly, 
it ne e ds  to h ave  in place  m e ch anism s  w ith  w h ich  it can control 
th e  s e curity and privacy of th e  file  syste m . It ne e ds  to be  able  to control acce s s  to th e  file  
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syste m  re source s  for e ach  individual us e r. In addition, it also h as  to be  able  to control 
acce s s  at a group le ve l, i.e . us e rs  w h o be long to th e  sam e  group can be  give n ce rtain 
privile ge s  w ith  re spe ct to th e  file  syste m  ope rations. To be  able  to pe rform  th e s e  
fe ature s, as sociate d w ith  e ach  file  or folde r are  th e  cate gorie s :

owne r
group
oth e rs

and th e  file  pe rm is s ions :

re ad (r)
w rite  (w )
e xe cute  (x)

and th e  dire ctory pe rm is s ions :

re ad (r)
w rite  (w )
acce s s  (x)

As sociate d w ith  a file  are  th e  cate gorie s  owne r, group and oth e rs  and th e  pe rm is s ions  
w h ich  e ach  one  of th e s e  h ave  on th e  file . Th e  us e r id of th e  us e r w h o cre ate s  a file  by 
de fault be com e s  th e  owne r of th e  file . Us e r ids  on th e  syste m  are  as s igne d to one  or 
m ore  groups. W h e n a us e r id is  cre ate d on th e  syste m , a group w h ich  h as  th e  sam e  
nam e  as  th e  us e r id is  also cre ate d and th e  ne w  us e r id be longs  to th is  group. By de fault 
th is  group, w h ich  h as  th e  sam e  nam e  as  th e  file  owne r, is  as sociate d w ith  th e  file . All of 
th e  oth e r us e r ids  on th e  syste m  w h ich  are  not th e  owne r of th e  file  or do not be long to 
th e  group as sociate d w ith  th e  file , are  place d in th e  cate gory oth e rs.

By de fault, th e  owne r h as  re ad and w rite  pe rm is s ion for a non- e xe cutable  file  and re ad, 
w rite  and e xe cute  pe rm is s ion for an e xe cutable  file . Th e  group as sociate d w ith  th e  file  
h as  re ad pe rm is s ion for a non- e xe cutable  file  and re ad and e xe cute  righ ts  for an 
e xe cutable  file . Th e  oth e rs  group h as  re adonly pe rm is s ion for a non- e xe cutable  file , and 
re ad and e xe cute  righ ts  for an e xe cutable  file .

Th e  righ ts  and owne rs h ip conce pts  de scribe d above  apply to dire ctorie s  too.  H ow e ve r, 
s ince  a dire ctory cannot be  e xe cute d, acce s s  righ ts  are  s ubstitute d for e xe cution righ ts. 
Acce s s  to a dire ctory m e ans  th at th e  us e r id w ith  th e  appropriate  pe rm is s ion can 
de sce nd into th e  dire ctory (i.e . ch ange  dire ctory to it).

Th e  File  Manage r application de scribe d be low  m ay be  us e d to vie w  and m odify th e  
owne rs h ip and pe rm is s ions  of a file  or folde r. O nly th e  owne r of a file /folde r can ch ange  
its  pe rm is s ions  and only th e  s upe rus e r or root can ch ange  th e  owne rs h ip of a file /folde r.
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View ing and Modifying th e  Perm issions of a File or Folder

To vie w  th e  owne r and group of a file /folde r and/or to m odify its  pe rm is s ion s e ttings, 
s e le ct th e  file /folde r and s e le ct from  th e  m e nu bar at th e  top:

File  - - >  Prope rtie s

Click  on th e  Pe rm is s ions  tab. Th e  owne r and group of th e  file /folde r are  displaye d as  
w e ll as  th e  as sociate d pe rm is s ions. Th e  Ö th e rs  ̈tab s h ow s  th e  pe rm is s ions  for us e rs  
w h o are  not th e  owne r of th e  file  or a m e m be r of th e  owne rs  group. A scre e ns h ot is  
provide d be low :

To ch ange  th e  pe rm is s ions, click  on th e  arrow  ne xt to th e  boxe s  and ch oos e  th e  ne w  
pe rm is s ions  de s ire d. Click  on O K to apply th e  ch ange s.

Note : It is re com m e nde d th at you do not m odify th e  de fault file /folde r pe rm ission se ttings 
unle ss you k now  w h at you are  doing. Th is is to m inim ize  th e  risk  of com prom ising th e  se curity 
of th e  file s and folde rs. Th e re  w ill soon b e  anoth e r article  th at w ill e xplain pe rm issions in m uch  
gre ate r de tail.

Using th e  File Manager

As  it is  pos s ible  for a us e r to cre ate  and store  h undre ds  and th ousands  of file s  and 
folde rs, a File  Manage r is  ne e de d to as s ist th e  us e r to m anage  and m anipulate  th e s e  file s  
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and th e  file  syste m  on w h ich  it re s ide s.

In th is  s e ction a brie f de scription of th e  File  Manage r and h ow  to us e  it is  give n.  More  
de tails  can be  obtaine d by click ing on th e  Main Me nu and th e n on More  Applications, 
D ocum e ntation, and th e n KD E H e lp Ce nte r. Afte r th e  KD E H e lp Ce nte r ope ns  ch oos e  KD E 
Us e r Manual and scroll down to "II. Th e  File  Manage r."

KD E Us e r Manual - - >  Th e  File  Manage r

To start us ing th e  File  Manage r, Konq ue ror, double - click  on th e  h om e  dire ctory icon on 
th e  de s k top or in th e  pane l. Th is  s h ould be  nam e d “H om e ” and look  lik e  th is :

W h e n you click  on th e  Ḧ om e  ̈icon s e e n above  th e  File  Manage r w ill ope n a w indow  th at 
look s  lik e  th is :

By de fault, th e  File  Manage r w indow  cons ists  of a s ide  pane  and a m ain vie w  pane . At th e  
top of th e  w indow  just unde r th e  w indow  title bar, are  th e  m e nu bar and th e  location bar.
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Th e  vie w  pane  displays  th e  file s  and folde rs  containe d in th e  curre nt dire ctory th at th e  
us e r is  in. Th e s e  can be  displaye d as  icons  (de fault) or ch ange d to display th e m  as  a 
listing of file nam e s.

Th e  s ide  pane  contains  an icon th at re pre s e nts  th e  curre nt file  or curre nt folde r. Th e  s ide  
pane  also contains  inform ation about th e  curre nt file  or curre nt folde r.   A h ie rarch ical 
(tre e ) vie w  of th e  file  syste m  on th e  com pute r can be  obtaine d from  th e  s ide  pane . By 
navigating th rough  th is, you can acce s s  file s  and folde rs  outs ide  your h om e  dire ctory, 
provide d of cours e  th at you h ave  th e  pe rm is s ion to do so.

Acce ssing File s and Program s

From  th e  vie w  pane  of th e  File  Manage r, you can ope n file s  as  w e ll as  run (launch ) 
e xe cutable  program s  by double - click ing on th e  icon re pre s e nting th e m .

Creating New  Folders

To cre ate  a ne w  folde r unde r th e  folde r you are  curre ntly in, m ove  th e  m ous e  to th e  
m e nu bar at th e  top (just be ne ath  th e  title bar of th e  w indow) and click  on Edit and th e n 
click  on Cre ate  Ne w. A subm e nu w ill pop out to th e  righ t, and th e n click  on Folde r. A 
ne w  folde r w ill appe ar (as  s e e n be low) on th e  vie w  pane  and you w ill h ave  to type  in th e  
nam e  of th e  ne w  folde r.

Copy File s and Folders

If you want to m ak e  a copy of a file  you w ill h ave  to 
place  th e  copy in anoth e r folde r as  you cannot h ave  
two file s  w ith  th e  sam e  nam e , in th e  sam e  folde r. To 
copy a file , righ t click  on th e  file  in th e  vie w  pane  to 
s e le ct it. Th e n s e le ct C̈opy To  ̈from  th e  drop m e nu 
as  s e e n on th e  righ t:

Afte r s e le cting "Copy To" you w ill s e e  anoth e r drop 
m e nu th at lists  your e ntire  file  syste m . Ch oos e  
w h e re  you want th e  file  to be  copie d to and s e le ct 
"Copy H e re "
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You can also click  on th e  file  in th e  vie w  pane  to s e le ct it and 
th e n s e le ct from  th e  m e nu bar at th e  top,

Edit - - >  Copy File ...

Th is  w ill ope n a dialog box w h e re  you can type  in th e  path  to 
th e  folde r to w h e re  you want to m ove  th e  file  to or click  on th e  
brow s e  folde r and navigate  to it, as  s e e n be low :

Th e  proce dure s  above  can be  done  w ith  folde rs  too.

To copy m ore  th an one  file  or folde r at a tim e , s e le ct 
m ultiple  file s/folde rs  by h olding down th e  CTRL k e y w h ile  
click ing on th e  file s  or folde rs. Th e n re pe at th e  ste ps  s h own 
above .

Moving File s and Folders

Moving a file  or folde r is  diffe re nt from  copying in th at a copy of th e  file /folde r is  not 
m ade , i.e . only one  copy of th e  file /folde r e xists, and th e  file /folde r is  transfe rre d from  
one  folde r to anoth e r.

To m ove  a file , righ t click  on th e  file  in th e  vie w  pane  
to s e le ct it. Th e n s e le ct M̈ove  To  ̈from  th e  drop 
m e nu as  s e e n on th e  righ t:

Afte r s e le cting M̈ove  To  ̈you w ill s e e  anoth e r drop 
m e nu th at lists  your e ntire  file  syste m . Ch oos e  w h e re  
you want th e  file  to be  copie d to and s e le ct M̈ove  
H e re .̈

Anoth e r way of m oving a file  is  to drag and drop th e  
file  into th e  de stination folde r.

You can also click  on th e  file  in th e  vie w  pane  to 
s e le ct it and th e n s e le ct from  th e  m e nu bar at th e  
top,

Edit - - >  Move  File s...

Th is  w ill ope n a dialog box w h e re  you can type  in th e  path  to th e  folde r to w h e re  you 
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want to m ove  th e  file  to or click  on th e  brow s e  folde r and navigate  to it, as  s e e n be low :

Th e  proce dure s  above  can be  done  w ith  folde rs  too.

To m ove  m ore  th an one  file  or folde r at a tim e , s e le ct m ultiple  file s/folde rs  by h olding 
down th e  CTRL k e y w h ile  click ing on th e  file s  or folde rs.

R enam ing File s and Folders

To re nam e  a file , righ t click  on th e  file  in th e  vie w  
pane  to s e le ct it. Th e n s e le ct R̈e nam e  ̈from  th e  drop 
m e nu as  s e e n on th e  righ t:

Th e n type  in th e  ne w  nam e . You can also click  on th e  
file  in th e  vie w  pane  to s e le ct it and th e n s e le ct from  
th e  m e nu bar at th e  top,

Edit - - >  Re nam e

Th e  proce dure s  above  can be  done  w ith  folde rs  too.

D eleting File s and Folders

To de le te  a file , click  on th e  file  in th e  vie w  pane  to s e le ct it. Th e n s e le ct from  th e  m e nu 
bar at th e  top,

Edit - - >  Move  to Tras h

You can also righ t click  on th e  file  and s e le ct M̈ove  to Tras h  ̈from  th e  drop m e nu.

Alte rnative ly, you can s e le ct th e  file  and th e n us e  th e  D ELETE k e y on th e  k e yboard to 
de le te  th e  file . Th is  h as  th e  sam e  e ffe ct as  above  of m oving th e  file  to th e  Tras h  folde r. 
Note  th at m e nus  m ay indicate  a k e yboard alte rnative , e .g. F2 to re nam e  a file  or folde r, 
CTRL- C to copy, and so on. To us e  th e s e  alte rnative s, h igh ligh t th e  file  or folde r, and 
apply th e  s h ortcut.

It is  still pos s ible  to salvage  a de le te d file  from  th e  Tras h . To do th is  double - click  on th e  
Tras h  icon on th e  de s k top to ope n up th e  Tras h  folde r. Th e n you can m ove  th e  file  you 
want to salvage  to th e  de s ire d folde r. <bold> Note :</bold>  if you de le te  th e  file  from  
th e  Tras h  th e n it cannot be  re cove re d any m ore .
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Th e  proce dure s  above  can be  done  w ith  folde rs  too.

To de le te  m ore  th an one  file  or folde r at a tim e , s e le ct m ultiple  file s/folde rs  by h olding 
down th e  CTRL k e y w h ile  click ing on th e  file s  or folde rs.

Th e  Trash  Can

Th e  tras h  can icon on th e  de s k top contains  file s  and folde rs  w h ich  you h ave  de le te d 
us ing th e  File  Manage r or an application run from  th e  de s k top. As  note d above , it is  a 
spe cial folde r in w h ich  it is  still pos s ible  to re cove r th e  de le te d ite m s  to anoth e r folde r so 
as  to “unde le te ” th e m . H ow e ve r, ove r tim e , th e  tras h  folde r w ill be  fille d up as  m any file s  
and folde rs  ge t de le te d th rough  usage . So it is  a good ide a to pe riodically e m pty or 
de le te  th e  ite m s  found in th e  tras h .

To e m pty th e  tras h , righ t- click  on th e  tras h  icon and s e le ct “Em pty Tras h  Bin.” 
 O th e rw is e , you can ope n th e  tras h  by double - click ing on it and th e n s e le ct:

Edit - >  Se le ction - >  Se le ct All

and th e n:

Edit - >  D e le te

Using A Text Editor

Ve ry ofte n it is  ne ce s sary to us e  th e  com pute r to input som e  te xt or to m odify th e  data 
in a te xt file . W h ile  a full- fle dge d word proce s sor lik e  O pe nO ffice .org's  W rite r m ay be  
us e d, it can be  an ove rk ill s ince  th e  soph isticate d fe ature s  and form atting available  w ith  
a word proce s sor are  not ne e de d in m any cas e s. A te xt e ditor can be  us e d inste ad. Th e  
Linux syste m  com e s  installe d w ith  m any te xt e ditors. In th is  s e ction w e  s h all be  look ing 
at h ow  to us e  a te xt e ditor w h ich  com e s  w ith  th e  KD E D e s k top -  KW rite .

Note :
A te xt file  h e re  re fe rs to a file  w h ich  contains pure  te xt printing ch aracte rs only.  Som e  type s of 
file s e .g. th ose  cre ate d b y a w ord proce ssor, w h ile  appe aring to b e  te xt-only actually contain 
oth e r non-printing ch aracte rs and h e nce  are  not pure -te xt file s.

Starting KW rite

k w rite  m ay be  starte d from  th e  Main Me nu,

K DE Use r Guide , Part 3

Em pty Tras h  Can Full Tras h  Can



Main Me nu - - >  More  Applications  - - >  Editors  - - >  KW rite

Afte r k w rite  h as  starte d, you can im m e diate ly type  in te xt into th e  m ain e dit w indow. Th e  
m ous e  is  also us e d e xte ns ive ly in k w rite , to m ove  around th e  docum e nt as  w e ll as  to 
pe rform  e diting functions.

Inputing Text

Te xt can be  e nte re d by s im ply typing into th e  m ain k w rite  w indow. By de fault th e  te xt 
w ill wrap to th e  ne xt line  w h e n it re ach e s  th e  borde r of th e  e diting w indow.

Mark ing Text

Th e  m ous e  m ay be  us e d to m ark  (h igh ligh t) a block  of te xt by click ing on th e  be ginning 
of th e  block  and dragging th e  m ous e  to th e  e nd of th e  block  be fore  re le as ing it.

D eleting Text

Te xt can be  de le te d one  ch aracte r at a tim e  by m oving th e  m ous e  to th e  ch aracte r in 
q ue stion and us ing th e  D ELETE and BACKSPACE k e ys  in th e  norm al fas h ion.

If th e re  is  a lot of te xt to be  de le te d, a m ore  e fficie nt way to de le te  te xt is  to m ark  it first 
and th e n pre s s  th e  D ELETE k e y on th e  k e yboard. 
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Copy, Cut and Paste

Te xt can be  e dite d by m ark ing it first and th e n s e le cting Cut or Copy from  th e  buttons  at 
th e  top. "Cutting" w ill re sult in th e  m ark e d te xt be ing copie d into a storage  buffe r and 
th e n de le te d from  th e  e diting w indow, w h ile  "Copying" w ill re sult in just a copy of th e  
te xt be ing copie d into th e  storage  buffe r w ith out th e  de le tion of th e  original te xt. Th e  
te xt cut/copie d in th is  way can th e n be  paste d into anoth e r part of th e  docum e nt by 
m oving th e  m ous e  to th e  de s ire d location and s e le cting th e  Paste  button at th e  top.

Anoth e r way of invok ing th e s e  functions  is  to click  on th e  Edit option on th e  top m e nu 
bar and s e le cting th e  de s ire d function, e .g.

Edit - - >  Cut
Edit - - >  Copy
Edit - - >  Paste

Undo

Afte r pe rform ing an e diting function, e .g. de le ting a block  of te xt, you can undo th e  
action by click ing on th e  Undo button at th e  top. Th e  Undo function can also be  invok e d 
us ing th e  Edit m e nu s e le ction at th e  top.

Saving Text

Th e  te xt type d in can be  save d by click ing on th e  File  option on th e  m ain m e nu bar at 
th e  top and s e le cting,

File  - - >  Save  As...

Move  to th e  folde r you want to save  th e  file  in and e nte r th e  nam e  of th e  file  to save .

Find and R eplace

Th e  Find button can be  us e d to locate  a te xt string. By de fault th is  s e arch  is  not cas e  
s e ns itive  and w ill also locate  th e  te xt if it is  part of a word. Th e s e  de fault options  can be  
ch ange d from  th e  Find dialog.

Th e  Re place  button can be  us e d to locate  a te xt string and re placing it w ith  anoth e r. 
Again th e  de fault options  of non- cas e  s e ns itive  and m atch ing part of a word can be  
ch ange d.

Th e  Find and Re place  functions  can also be  pe rform e d us ing th e  Se arch  m e nu s e le ction 
at th e  top.
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O pening A File

You can e dit a te xt docum e nt alre ady save d on th e  syste m  by ope ning it. From  th e  m ain 
m e nu at th e  top ch oos e ,

File  - - >  O pe n

and s e le ct th e  file  to ope n.

Prefe rence s

Pre fe re nce s  can be  s e t from  th e  Pre fe re nce s  m e nu s e le ction,

Edit - - >  Pre fe re nce s

Th e  Pre fe re nce s  you can s e t include  th e  font, color and point s iz e  to be  us e d, tab 
spacing, auto- w rapping, and auto- inde nting.

H elp

More  inform ation on h ow  to us e  k w rite  can be  obtaine d by s e le cting H e lp from  th e  m e nu 
at th e  top.

In Ch apte r 4 w e  w ill te ll you about Floppie s, CD RO Ms, CD - RW s, USB Mas s  storage , and a 
fe w  oth e r ne e d- to- k now  th ings.
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Th e  Ne w bie 's Linux Adve nture

by iSE

O riginally th is  starte d as  a w e lcom ing post in a forum , but I h ave  be e n as k e d to e xpand 
on it and s h are  w ith  oth e rs  m y adve nture  into Linux.

Th is  is  applicable  to e ve ryone , from  pe ople  ne w  to Linux, righ t th rough  to th os e  w h o've  
grown old w ith  PCLO S and s e e  it as  a fam ily m e m be r. It is  inde e d m y h ope  th at th is  m ay 
h e lp de ve lope rs  to unde rstand h ow  a "ne wbie " fe e ls, and to h e lp ne w  us e rs  to avoid 
som e  of th e  is s ue s  I h ad. W e 'll de lve  into h ow  I be cam e  inte re ste d in com pute rs  and s e e  
h ow  th at progre s s e d into falling in love  w ith  th e  brainch ild of a m an w h o lik e s  to w e ar a 
Mandrak e  h at.

At th e  age  of around 7 (July 19 9 3), I atte nde d a ne w  prim ary sch ool in Manch e ste r (UK 
e q uivale nt of Ele m e ntary Sch ool) w h ich  h ad 1 com pute r. It was  an Acorn Arch im e de s  
A5000 and I be cam e  ve ry fam iliar w ith  th is  m ach ine  to be com e  th e  only one  (including 
th e  staff) w h o could fix and work  it prope rly. So w h e n w e  got th e  ne w  Acorn RISC PC 600 
(in 19 9 4), it was  up to m e  to le arn h ow  it work e d. Th is  m e ant be ing taugh t e ve ryth ing 
about it by an old ge ntle m an from  Acorn. From  th e n on, e ve ry te ach e r and e ve ry pupil 
k ne w  th at I was  th e  one  to as k  anyth ing about it. So naturally I got a lot of e xpe rie nce  -  
at le ast w ith  th e  RISC O S w h ich  was  q uote d to be  "te ste d to de struction e ve ry day by 
prim ary sch ool ch ildre n."

My love  for com pute rs  be gan and it wasn't anyth ing to do w ith  W indow s, Microsoft, or 
Apple , it was  a sm all UK com pany calle d Acorn, w h o are  probably now  long forgotte n.

So, its  19 9 7 and afte r 4 ye ars  of be ing constantly m e ith e re d (both e re d -  e d.) by pe ople  
to stop w h ate ve r I was  doing be caus e  som e one  de spe rate ly ne e de d one  th ing or anoth e r 
w ith  th at flam ing com pute r! ... I pas s e d m y 11+ , and th e  e ntrance  e xam  to be  e nrolle d at 
Altrinch am  Gram m ar Sch ool for Boys  (for th os e  not in th e  UK, all ch ildre n of age  10/11 
back  th e n w e re  m ade  to s it an e xam  to de te rm ine  w h e th e r th e y w e nt to a gram m ar 
sch ool or h igh  sch ool (pas s/fail)). For m y ach ie ve m e nts  and as  a joint Ch ristm as  pre s e nt 
for m e  and m y broth e r, m y pare nts  bough t us  our first h om e  PC. Th e  O S was  W indow s  
9 5 and was  pow e re d by an Inte l Pe ntium  w ith  spe e ds  up to 9 0MH z , h aving storage  of 
512Mb (w h ich  th e n got upgrade d to 1, th e n 2GB). Th is  allow e d m e  to go a lot m ore  in-
de pth  w ith  m y inte re st in th is  ne w  te ch nology and once  m y fath e r obtaine d a copy of 
W indow s  9 8, w h os e  job do you th ink  it was  to ge t it work ing?

Th e  ye ars  w e nt by and at around th e  age  of 14 (th e n 2000) I starte d to stay be h ind afte r 
sch ool and le nd a h and to th e  IT Te ch nician, a young m an calle d Jam e s. Som e tim e s  h e  or 
I would be  busy and so I couldn't stay, but m ore  ofte n th an not I was  able  to actually 
tak e  apart th e  com pute rs  and re place  m oth e rboards, h ard drive s, anyth ing, and 
e ve ryth ing. Privile ge d as  I was  at such  a young age  to be  able  to ch ange  a BNC 
conne ctor, or e ve n re pair a brok e n s e rve r, I was  only us ing W indow s  s ince  I didn't k now  
th e re  was  anyth ing diffe re nt. All th e  ne twork ing was  bas e d on Nove ll but a lot of th e  
olde r com pute rs  us e d W indow s  3.1.1 and th e  ne w e r one s  h ad 9 8SE, if th e y w e re  luck y.

Mys e lf, and s e ve ral frie nds  w h o w e re  all ve ry good at us ing com pute rs  (and ce rtainly 
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k ne w  th e ir way around Linux), starte d our own little  h ack ing club calle d Th e  Re ck le s s  
Th ie ve s  (from  w h ich  I k e e p m y alias  Inte rnal Syste m  Error) and it was  th rough  th is  th at I 
was  first introduce d to th e  e xiste nce  of Linux.

Afte r trying to play w ith  Re d H at (downloade d on a 56K m ode m ) and ge tting e xtre m e ly 
frustrate d trying to ge t it work  (w h e n I didn't re ally ne e d a ne w  O S anyway), I de cide d to 
give  it a re st. By th at point W indow s  XP h ad com e  along and I was  fairly satisfie d w ith  
h ow  th at work e d. To th is  day I still stand by th at XP (w ith  Se rvice  Pack  1) was/is  actually 
a good O S, w h ich  isn't surpris ing w h e n you le arn th at it wasn't code d by Microsoft. Ye s  it 
h as  s e curity is s ue s, but so would Linux or Macs  if as  m any pe ople  us e d th os e . It did 
w h at I ne e de d and afte r ye ars  of th e  blue  scre e n I was  h appy.

Se rvice  Pack  2 was  awful, th at was  w h e n th e  te lltale  s igns  of s h aft th e  custom e r re ally 
starte d to s h ow  w ith  m e . Eve ryth ing from  th e  ne w  s e curity control pane l, th rough  th e  
force d W indow s  Ge nuine  Advantage  sch e m e , to th e  way it lim ite d H alf- O pe n conne ctions  
caus ing proble m s  w ith  m any P2P program s. H aving h ad a h obby in cre ating m us ic on m y 
PC for a ve ry long tim e  now, it be cam e  im m e ns e ly difficult to ge t th e  m p3's  of m y own 
m us ic, w h ich  I cre ate d, to frie nds  and fam ily ove r th e  Inte rne t. W h e n pe ople  as k e d m e  to 
s e nd th e m  m y late st tune  ove r MSN, for instance , I us e d to h ave  to te ll th e m  not to click  
on 'ope n' be caus e  it would be  instantly de le te d. Inste ad, th e y'd h ave  to go into My 
Re ce ive d File s, copy it to anoth e r location, and th e n ope n it.

So, it's  now  com ing to th e  e nd of 2006, I've  trie d th e  Vista Be ta's  and RC's, and now  I 
de cide  m aybe  I s h ould give  Linux anoth e r go. Microsoft h ad th e  pote ntial to m ak e  a truly 
am az ing O S w ith  Vista. If th e y'd actually done  w h at th e y said th e y w e re  going to and not 
done  a trum pe d up XP SP2 w ith  a face lift, th e y would h ave  give n Linux and Macintos h  
true  com pe tition. Inste ad, th e  only re ason pe ople  w ill buy Vista is  be caus e  th e y fe e l th e y 
h ave  to, not be caus e  th e y want to. If th e y only want som e th ing th at look s  pre tty th e y w ill 
go for Mac O SX. For m ost pe ople , th e y don't h ave  th e  ch oice , th e y want to play gam e s  
and work  program s  w h ich  only run on W indow s.

Ubuntu, Kubuntu, D e b ian, Mandriva, Fe dora Core , Ge ntoo, Sabayan, Slack ware , MEPIS, 
and oth e rs  totalling around 20 I've  now  trie d. H aving a w ire le s s  ne twork , I m anage d to 
ge t on th e  inte rne t w ith  ve ry fe w  of th os e , w h ich  m ade  m e  re boot into w indow s  and try 
for anoth e r. I was  de te rm ine d not to us e  Vista be caus e  I was  s ick  of th e  e ve r incre as ing 
am ount of D RM built into th e  O S. I did s e e m  to h ave  a good re sult w ith  Ubuntu and 
wante d to try out Be ryl as  soon as  I h e ard of it. My old nVidia card h ad trouble  w ith  
Ubuntu and th e  proprie tary drive rs  so I carrie d on m y s e arch . Vista was  re le as e d, I gave  
in and bough t a copy of Ultim ate . Anybody cons ide ring paying th at ridiculous  am ount 
for som e th ing so you can play gam e s  e ve ry now  and th e n, or us e  a W indow s  program  -  
don't. It re ally is  not worth  it. Microsoft actually h ad th e  ch e e k  to put m y O S in lim ite d 
m ode , accus ing m e  of us ing a pirate d copy. Afte r long de libe ration w ith  th e  online  store  
I purch as e d it from  and a rath e r nice  m an at MS w h om  I was  a b it h ars h  on at first, th e  
m atte r was  s e ttle d afte r about a w e e k .

D uring th at w e e k  (in March  2007), I re ad on D istroW atch  about an O S w h ich  was  still in 
th e  m ak ing (TR1) but was  soon to re le as e  a final e dition w h ich  sporte d th e  slogan 



"radically s im ple ". Th e  scre e ns h ots  look e d ve ry attractive  inde e d and I couldn't wait for 
th e  final to com e  out so I could try it. More  frustration w e nt by and I finally de cide d to 
install TR2 w h e n it was  re le as e d.

Th e y said it was  a Te st Re le as e  so I e xpe cte d bugs, proble m s, e tc. Th is  O S work e d be tte r 
th an any of th e  oth e r "stable " re le as e s  of oth e r O S's  I h ad e xpe rie nce d and I de cide d I'd 
found m y m atch . PCLinuxO S, you are  th e  O S I always  dre am e d of be caus e  you work  so 
w e ll! I k now  you're  h aving proble m s  w ith  th e  s ite  and such  at th e  m om e nt, but th at w ill 
all pas s  and w h e n you h ave  TR4, no doubt still calling such  a stable  pie ce  of software  a 
te st re le as e , I w ill be  waiting to s e e  w h at th e  final w ill be  lik e  if TR2 was  cons ide re d 
unstable . I don't m ind h aving to tink e r unde r th e  bonne t (h ood for th e  North - Am e ricans) 
e ve ry now  and th e n; in fact, I rath e r e njoy it. But w h at you give  m e  is  th e  ch oice  as  to 
w h e th e r I want to, or not.

Th ank  you so m uch  to Te xstar for starting PCLO S in th e  first place , and to th e  oth e r 
de ve lope rs  w h o all do such  a good job of ge tting all th e  righ t com pone nts  in th e  state  
th e y s h ould be . W h e n th e  forum  is  back  up, le t us  all h ope  th at it w ill be  as  w e ll 
organis e d and ope n as  th e  O S is .

Th e  Ne w bie 's Linux Adve nture

http://www.distrowatch.com/


Linux and th e  Masse s

Com m e ntary by H e ath e r/Sq uis h y

Spring is  in th e  air and life  is  starting to be  appare nt again in m y back yard. Th e  bus h  is  
sprouting ne w  buds, th e  b irds  are  re s e ttling, and m y ne igh bors  dog is  back  to bark ing at 
e ve ry little  th ing. It s e e m s  fitting th e n th at th is  be  m y first article  for th is  budding 
m agaz ine ! In th e  future  I h ope  to w rite  som e w h at s h orte r colum ns. And be fore  I ge t lost, 
I want to th ank  Tim  and Ne ptune  for e ncouraging m e  to try th is  colum n out and I w is h  to 
th ank  any w h o re ad th e s e  blurbs  on a page ; ye s, you th e  re ade rs h ip, for e ve n atte m pting 
to de ciph e r m y incoh e re nt babbling. 

I th ink  it only corre ct to introduce  m ys e lf a little  b it be fore  inflicting upon you m y spe cial 
brand of diatribe .

I am  a pink  h aire d Canadian gal w h o h as  done  a fair b it of w riting in th e  past and h as  
dabble d in various  O pe n Source  proje cts  (as  a us e r) ove r th e  ye ars. I am  not a fangirl of 
any particular Linux distribution; th e y all h ave  th e ir m e rits  and de m e rits, so I w ill not us e  
th is  colum n to e spous e  any one  distro ove r anoth e r. I'd fe e l it would be  vastly unfair to 
our re ade rs  if I took  s ide s  in th e  so- calle d "D istro W ars". Th at said, I do h ave  opinions  on 
th ings  and th ough  I w ill try to be  unbias e d, I can't prom is e  som e  b ias  won't slip th rough  
h e re  and th e re . I'm  h um an afte r all, am  I not? (W e ll, unle s s  you be lie ve  a frie nd of m ine  
w h o th ink s  I'm  from  a diffe re nt plane t...)

Th is  colum n, I h ope , w ill not be  about any one  th ing, but h ope fully w ill com e  to 
e ncom pas s  a varie ty of topics  ranging from  h ow  Linux is  ch anging th e  way pe ople  do 
bus ine s s, to ways  th at te ch nology h as  ch ange d be caus e  of th e  de ve lopm e nt of ope n 
source  m ode ls  in th e  private  &  public s e ctors. I'm  h ope ful th at I w ill be  able  to fit som e  
h ow - to inform ation into som e  future  colum ns  and anyth ing e ls e  th at s e e m s  re le vant. 
O ne  aspe ct I w ill try to avoid is  th e  inte r- re lational politics  th at s e e m  to crop up 
w h e ne ve r discus s ing m ost th ings  in th e  O pe n Source  sph e re . I'll also try to avoid th e  
flam e  wars  on m ailing lists  th at te nd to rage  for w e e k s  on e nd at tim e s.

Now, w ith  th at out of th e  way, I w ill warn you I am  going to s h ow  a b ias  in th is  ne xt part. 
Th is  is  m y tak e  on Linux as  it stands  today and h ow  th e  ave rage  us e r w ill lik e ly s e e  
th ings  if pre s e nte d w ith  our ch oice  of O S. Be low  I s h all try to outline  w h y I th ink  th at 
Linux isn't q uite  re ady for th e  de s k top m ark e t, but it is  ce rtainly ge tting th e re  in le aps  
and bounds.

Too fe w  place s  w ill support you if you ne e d h e lp, i.e  profe s s ional te ch  s upport

Th is  is  be com ing le s s  of an is s ue  for m ore  e stablis h e d distributions  lik e  Re d H at &  
ope nSUSE/SUSE, but in th e  m ain Linux sph e re , th is  is  still a th orn in th e  s ide  of m ost 
ave rage  us e rs. Most us e rs  want te ch  s upport to be  th e re , if only as  a sort of invis ible  
s e curity blank e t in cas e  th e y "blow  it" (bork  th e ir O S so badly th e  fam ily frie nd w h o can 
fix com pute rs  w ill scratch  h is  h e ad w h e n face d w ith  a s e g- faulting application be ing run 
unde r any Linux distro).

Installe rs  are  e as ie r to us e  but...



O nce  installe d, m ost pe ople  w ill h ave  ve ry little  ide a h ow  to add software  to th e ir distro 
of ch oice , e ve n w ith  Synaptic. You only h ave  to look  at any Linux distro's  forum s  for 
num e rous  e xam ple s  of w h at h ave  be com e  q ue stions  so w e ll- k nown to de ve lope rs  th at 
th e y put th e s e  th ings  in th e ir FAQs. And ye t I still s e e  th e s e  sam e  q ue stions  ove r and 
ove r on th e  ne t. Us e rs  ne e d to le arn to e ducate  th e m s e lve s  in part, and de ve lope rs  ne e d 
to m ak e  it m ore  obvious  to us e rs  h ow  to install software  th at th e y ne e d. Th is  is  
be com ing le s s  of an is s ue  w ith  som e  distros  as  th e y m ature , but it isn't q uite  th e re  ye t. I 
h ave  a lot of h ope  th is  one  w ill be  solve d soon th ough  and e xpe ct w ith in th e  ne xt th re e  
ye ars  to s e e  a fe w  distros  available  th at w ill not ch alle nge  e ve n an octoge narian w h o's  
us e d w indow s  9 5 s ince  th e  19 9 0s.

As  one  poste r in a forum  I fre q ue nte d said, "w h at is  root?"

Pe ople  are  still confus e d about th is  "root" is s ue . I k now  th at m ost pe ople  w h o re ad th is  
colum n w ill s h ak e  th e ir h e ads  and just m ove  on. D on't do th at. If w e  want pe ople  to s e e  
Linux as  an O S th at is  capable  of doing w h at it is  th e y want to do, w e  as  individuals  ne e d 
to be  w illing to e xplain som e  (w h at are  to us  obvious, but to th e  ave rage  us e r are  not) 
ve ry fore ign conce pts. I h ave  ne ve r us e d a Mac so I can't spe ak  about th e m , but I h ave  
us e d W indow s  and I k now  th at part of th is  proble m  ste m s  from  W indow s  ins iste nce  th at 
th e  us e r run as  a "root" us e r. Most pe ople , if you told th e m  th at is  h ow  W indow s  
ope rate s, would look  at you blank ly and th ink  you've  just be am e d h e re  from  Pluto. I'm  
w illing to e xplain to oth e rs  th e s e  conce pts, and to put e xplanations  into w h ate ve r th e ir 
native  language  is, if I can. Are  you?

Patents

Th is  is  still a big m e s s  and until th at is  sorte d w e  are  going to h ave  to figh t to us e  s im ple  
stuff lik e  code cs  and docum e nt form ats. I am  th ank ful for pe ople  lik e  Mogle n Ebe n from  
th e  FSF, Bruce  Pe re ns  and Rich ard Stallm an, to nam e  a fe w. I m ay not always  agre e  w ith  
th e ir stance s  on th e  O pe n Source  m ove m e nt or h ow  th ings  s h ould proce e d, but th e y 
h ave  stood up for our righ ts  as  pe ople  to us e  th e  software  and oth e r th ings  m ost of us  
tak e  for grante d w ith in th e  O pe n Source  m ove m e nt.

Pack age  Form ats

Until th e re  is  a m ore  unifie d or transpare nt installation m e th od for software  th an th e  
e xisting and confus ing pack age  form ats  (.de bs, .rpm s, .srcs, e tc) us e rs  w ill, on ave rage , 
just give  up &  de le te  Linux.

GUI

W indow s  got one  th ing righ t: a coh e s ive  and fairly straigh tforward inte rface  (GUI) th at 
ch ange s  little  from  w in9 5 to Vista. Try us ing 3 or 4 diffe re nt distros. Sudde nly you m igh t 
h ave  to re - le arn e ve ryth ing be caus e  your ne w  distro doe sn't us e  KD E. Ch oice  is  gre at but 
th e  ave rage  us e r wants  th ings  to bloody w e ll work .

Linux and th e  Masse s
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Menu s

Th e s e  still don't auto- update  th e  installe d pack age s  to th e ir m e nu syste m  afte r installing 
th e m , at le ast a q uarte r of th e  tim e , on m ost distros  I h ave  trie d. D e b ian ge ts  around th is  
w ith  "update - m e nu" but th at is  h ardly an all inclus ive  solution for all distros  as  ye t.

H ardw are  Issu e s

Microsoft h as  an advantage  h e re  th at Linux is  only be ginning to catch  up to and th is  
goe s  back  to pate nts  and ve ndor support. I won't go into th is  m uch , but I w ill say th at w e  
ne e d th is  sorte d out th e  faste st. Us e rs  are n't w illing to go s e arch  th e  w e b for s ix h ours  to 
figure  out h ow  to ge t a w ifi card to work  or a vide o card to s h ow  th e m  a GUI. Too m any 
h ardware  is s ue s  still e xist th at re q uire  m uch  m ore  k nowle dge  th an th e  ave rage  pe rson 
h as  to us e  Linux. Th is  is  sad but true . Eve n th ough  m ore  and m ore  of our live s  are  
be com ing autom ate d and w e  are  be ing re q uire d to le arn m ore  th ings  to do w ith  
com pute rs, m any pe ople  today still only k now  h ow  to us e  th e  on/off sw itch . I won't ge t 
into th e  de bate  of w h e th e r th is  is  be caus e  of O S's  lik e  W indow s  dum bing down th ings  or 
if it is  be caus e  pe ople  are  inh e re ntly laz y or be caus e  alie ns  from  Tau Ce ti h ave  tak e n 
ove r h alf th e  world's  brains  and are  us ing som e  form  of m ind- control to k e e p us  stupid.

Until th e  tie r 1 and 2 ve ndors  start to tak e  Linux s e riously w e  w ill be  playing catch - up

Sadly th is  particular point h as  th e  m ost crucial re le vancy to Linux in ge ne ral. Until w e  
h ave  th e  top ve ndors  work ing w ith  our O pe n Source  com m unity, and until th e y actually 
put th e ir m one y w h e re  th e ir m outh s  are , w e  all face  an uph ill battle  to ge t Linux 
re cogniz e d as  a de s k top- worth y O S. Th is  m e ans  ve ndors  ne e d to give  th e  de ve lope rs  th e  
source  code  to th e ir products  so th at drive rs, software , and h ardware  can work  corre ctly 
on any Linux platform  re gardle s s  of th e  distribution. Th is  last point m ay s e e m  obvious  to 
de ve lope rs  and pow e r- us e rs. Th e  ave rage  pe rson, h ow e ve r, won't ne ce s sarily be  aware  
th at th is  is  w h y h is  ne w  printe r w ill not function w ith  h is  ch os e n distribution. Cons ide r 
th is  your wak e - up call.
...

I can k e e p going but I th ink  th is  is  e nough  food for th ough t for now. I am  not saying 
W indow s  is  a pe rfe ct O S, but for be tte r or wors e , W indow s  is  w h at th e  ave rage  pe rson is  
accustom e d to us ing. Som e  W indow  Manage rs  try to m ak e  th ings  look  W indow sy, but it 
doe sn't h e lp w ith  th e  oth e r unde rlying is s ue s  I m e ntion. Unionfs  is  a gre at stride  towards  
som e  of th e s e  is s ue s  be ing addre s s e d or fixe d. Th e  work  to ge t th e  k e rne l to us e  Ude v 
and auto de te ct/m ount th ings  on boot up (lik e  SD  cards  or USB k e ys ) is  also a s ignificant 
m ove  towards  solving som e  of th e s e  is s ue s. Till 3 ye ars  ago, m ost nuble ts  I k ne w  would 
say to m e  or pe ople  I k ne w  on a m ail- list I was  a part of, "Mount!? Mount w h at!? W TF?! 
 W h y do I h ave  to is s ue  a com m and te lling m y h ard drive  to h um p m y cpu?" I k id you not. 
So ye s, th ings  are  im proving, albe it slowly.

So, de ar re ade rs, do you want to com m e nt? Roast m e  ove r a fire ? Buy m e  a be e r? I'd 
w e lcom e  your fe e dback  and/or sugge stions  for future  colum ns.



Th e  Cat Wh o K ne w  Linux

by Big D addy Be ar
O n a cold rainy day in March , or was  it April,

I sat at m y PC, so bore d ,th at is  until
I saw  a strange  cat walk ing, walk ing uph ill.

H e  walk e d to m y door and into m y h ous e .
I was  tak e n aback , by th is  h ous e  e nte ring lous e .

H e  sat in front of m y PC, grabbe d h old of th e  m ous e
and be gan to do th ings  I'd only h e ard e spous e d.

Th is  cat e nte re d com m ands  and click e d on all m anne r of buttons.
H e  h adn't said ye t a word, not e ve n "h i butth e ad"

Th is  cat was  a loon, a fre ak  and just w e ird.
Th e n h e  turne d round and grabbe d m e , just from  m y be ard.

Turning m y h e ard toward th e  scre e n, h e  did say,
" you'll want to watch  m e , if you want to do th is  som e day".

Th e  scre e n was  w ild, colors  so fulla, "th is  is  be ryl" h e  said " I m e an it, no bulla".

"You can m ak e  w indow s  wobble  and de s k top cube s  spin,
But only if it's  in Linux you're  in."

"No W indow s  can m atch  th is, not XP or Vista
ve ry e asy to do, e ve n by your s ista."

H e  type d a fe w  line s  in on th e  com m and line ,
and turne d and scowle d w h e n h e  h e ard m e  w h ine .

"Th e  CL is  your frie nd, It m ak e s  a lot e as ie r
If you'd only try a little  and try not to be  laz ie r."

Th e n h e  e nte re d startx and th e  scre e n was  aglow,
w h e re  only a com m and line  was  m om e nts  ago.
It's  true , it IS be ryl, w ith  w indow s  th at jiggle .

Look  I s e e  raindrops, th e  snow  m ak e s  m e  giggle .

"Th ank  you" I said, to th e  cat w h o m ust be  a de v.
Th ank s  and ple as e , ple as e  call m e  Ke v"

H e  was  up in a flas h  and back  to th e  door,
th at cat w h o k ne w  Linux h ardly touch e d th e  floor.

"Re m e m be r," h e  said on h is  way out,
“th e  ne xt tim e  you s it at your PC in gloom ine s s  and doubt"

"Linux is  m ore  th an an O S,
It can ch ange  your w h ole  world,

only im agination lim its  it."

I watch e d th at cat go
as  m y m onitor gle am e d and it glow e d,

m y PCLO S w ith  Be ryl e ndow e d.

H e  was  gone  in a flas h  and now h e re  to be  s e e n,
but h e  le ft a w e t spot on th e  floor, in front of m y scre e n.



by jaydot

Follow ing cabs61's  e xce lle nt tip in th e  last is s ue , h e re  is  h ow  to do th e  sam e  for O pe ra. 
 Th is  allow s  you to us e  Scroogle  as  your s e arch  e ngine  if you don't want  Google  to 
colle ct inform ation about your Inte rne t activity.

Go to Tools  >  Pre fe re nce s  >  Se arch

Click  on Add and e nte r th e  follow ing inform ation into e ach  box:

Scroogle  -  add th e  nam e  of th e  s e arch  e ngine

sg –  add your abbre viation

and add th e  URL

h ttp:/www.scroogle .org/cgi- b in/nbbw - cgi?Gw=\ {@ }& ie =UTF- 8@ oe =UTF- 8

You also h ave  th e  option to s e t as  de fault, and in th e  ne w  ve rs ion, spe e d dial.

Scroogle  and Ope ra Inte gration



Linux Mint, A Big Be ar Om ah a R e vie w

by BigBe arO m ah a
bigbe arom ah a@ gm ail.com

Afte r be ing involve d w ith  Linux in ge ne ral for a w h ile  now, off and on s ince  Re dH at 6, 
m ore  during th e s e  last two ye ars,  I h ave  com e  to clas s ify Linux in two ge ne ral 
cate gorie s :  Com m e rcial and Com m unity.  Th e  top com m e rcial offe rings  I would cons ide r 
are   Re dH at, Nove ll Sus e  and Ubuntu.  Ye s, I clas s ify Ubuntu as  a com m e rcial distribution.

Th e re  are  two top Com m unity distros  I k e e p on m y s h ort list, PCLinuxO S and Linux Mint.

Each  of th e s e  re pre s e nts  to m e  th e  be st of th e  .de b and .rpm  offe rings, w ith   PCLinuxO S 
be ing th e  top .rpm  distro.

Linux Mint is  w h at I cons ide r th e  top .de b distro, and it's  its  top rate  com m unity distro I 
would lik e  to discus s  today.

W h e re  doe s it com e  from ?
Linux Mint is  bas e d on th e  Ubuntu distro and h as  be gun to “e volve ” it's  own pe rsonality 
s ince  it's  first re le as e .  Much  th e  sam e  as  PCLinuxO S is  bas e d on Mandrak e /iva and h as  
e volve d on it's  own also.



Now, I h ave  re ad m any re vie w s  of Linux Mint, trying to com pare  it to Ubuntu and th at's  
re ally not fair.  Espe cially if one  doe s  not m ak e  us e  of th e  custom iz e d tools  th at th e  
Linux Mint te am  h as  de ve lope d.

W h at m ak e s it stand out?
In it's  th ird re le as e  now, calle d Bianca or Linux Mint 2.2  Th e  te am  h as  de ve lope d tools  
lik e  Mint Config, Mint Me nu  and Mint de s k top, to nam e  a fe w.

Mint Config is  w h at it sounds  lik e , it is  a ve ry e asy to navigate  syte m /com pute r 
configuration m e nu th at pre s e nts  th e  us e r w ith  a ve ry “cle an” m e nu of apps  and tools  to 
custom iz e  and m odify k e y adm inistrative  syste m s  of th e ir Linux Mint O S.
Mint D e s k top provide s  a m odification of th e  de fault “Gnom e ” de s k top, into w h at is  a 
nice ly laid out and ne atly orde re d de s k top, w ith  all “place ” pe rtine nt icons   line d up on 

th e  le ft s ide  and th e  m e nu bars  and pane ls  in a m ore  re cogniz able  location th at  re ce nt 
im m igrants  from  anoth e r O S w ill appre ciate .

Mint Me nu is  a “slab ” type  m e nu th at is  ve ry us e r frie ndly and actually h e lps  th e  us e r find 
th e  applications  th e y want to us e  and ch oos e  from .

Linux Mint, A Big Be ar Om ah a R e vie w



Linux Mint, A Big Be ar Om ah a R e vie w

Com bine  all th e s e  uniq ue  tools  w ith  custom  wallpape rs  and graph ics  and you h ave  th e  
dawning of a “Ne w  Buntu ” or w h at I lik e  to re fe r to as  Ubuntu done  righ t.

As  th e y approach  th e  ne xt re le as e , code  nam e d “Cassandra”, Th e y w ill be  adding e ve n 

m ore  “Mint” custom  applications  and tools  th at w ill s e t it apart from  th e  original bas e .

For e xam ple , w h ile  th e y w ill us e  Ubuntu's  “Fe isty Fawn” as  a bas e , th e y w ill add th e ir ve ry 
own “Mint Install”.  Th is  is  not a h ardware  installe r but rath e r inte nde d to be  a “be tte r” 
Click  n Run” applications  installe r th e  lik e s  of Linspire s  offe ring, only “ Minty- e r”.

Linux Mint draw s  upon th e  vast Ubuntu software  arch ive s  and add th e ir own Mint 
arch ive s  as  w e ll.  Us ing th e  APT installe r, ( PCLinuxO S us e rs  can re late  to APT for RPM ) 
installing applications  and tools  is  a snap.  

As  I m e ntione d above , Linux Mint is  Gnom e  bas e d, but h ave  re ce ntly adde d a KD E 
ve rs ion.

H ow  w ell doe s it ru n?
I pe rsonally h ave  be e n able  to install Linux Mint on just about any m ach ine  I h ave  trie d. 



Linux Mint, A Big Be ar Om ah a R e vie w

 It is  ve ry s im ilar to PCLO S in th at are na, as  it can install and function on h ardware  th at is  
not pe rh aps  th e  ne w e st ye t able  to m ak e  it run as  th ough  it w e re  ne w .

For th e  olde r h ardware , Th e y are  planning an XFCE ve rs ion be ginning w ith  “Cassandra”.

No re vie w  of a “Com m unity” distro is  com ple te  th ough ,  w ith out discus s ing th e  
com m unity and forum s  th at support it.

W h at about th e  Com m unity?
I am  ple as e d to say th at m any a PCLinuxO S us e r would fe e l righ t at h om e  in th e  Mint 
forum s.  Th e y are  frie ndly, w e lcom ing, and ve ry h e lpful.  W h ile  still a “sm alle r” 
com m unity, th e y do a pre tty good job at trying to k e e p up w ith  ne w  us e rs  (and all us e rs  
for th at m atte r) re q ue sts  for as s istance .

You w ill alm ost ne ve r s e e  th e  dre ade d “RTFM ” in one  of Mints  th re ads,  e ve n w h e n it is  a 
q ue stion th at h as  be e n as k e d and answ e re d a fe w  tim e s  alre ady, I notice  th e  m ods  are  
re ady w ith  th e  answ e r, and only afte r do th e y prom pt th e  q ue stione r to try us ing th e  
h andy h e lpe r PCLO Se r's  k now  and love , th e  s e arch  tool.

Th e  le ade rs h ip of Linux Mint is  strik ingly s im ilar to PCLinuxO S also.  Th e  le ad de v, 
Cle m e nt Le fe bvre  or Cle m , lik e  PCLO S's  own Te x, is  a ve ry involve d in th e  forum s  k ind of 
guy.  H e  is  k nown not only for providing outstanding as s istance  on th e  forum s  but is  
“notorious ” for h is  nonch alant w it and pe rsonable  candor th e re .

In Linux Mint, as  w ith  our own PCLinuxO S, th e re  w ill always  be  th ings  to be  tw e ak e d, 
m odifie d and im prove d upon, th at's  part of th e  cre ative  and ope n m inde d pe rspe ctive  of 
th e s e  type s  of le ade rs  lik e  Cle m  and Te x, th e y're  ne ve r conte nt w ith  w h at's  in front of 
th e m , th e re  is  always  som e th ing th e y find th e y th ink  can be  be tte r.

And th is all m eans w h at?
Linux Mint is  a ve ry solid distro w ith  a gre at bunch  of pe ople  in th e  com m unity,  and 
w h ile  PCLinuxO S is  k nown as  th e  distro h oppe r - stoppe r,  if you e ve r want to s e e  
anoth e r s h ining e xam ple  of th e  true  spirit of Linux in action and want to broade n your 
e xpe rie nce s  w ith  a de pe ndable , solid Linux distro,  I w h ole h e arte dly re com m e nd you 
give  Linux Mint a fair ch ance .  It w ill ce rtainly be  worth  your tim e .

http://www.tuxmachines.org/
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by D e vne t

W h ile  us ing PCLinuxO S 2007 TR3 for th e  last fe w  w e e k s, I’ve  notice d VAST im prove m e nts  
ove r th e  .9 3a re le as e . Th e  m ost notice able  of th e s e  is  boot tim e s. My boot tim e  is  
absolute ly am az ing on th is  D e ll E521n...it ave rage s  30- 40 s e conds. Th at’s  righ t, 30- 40 
SECO ND S. I was  floore d th e  first tim e  I boote d afte r install. I th ough t I h ad done  
som e th ing w rong. I q uick ly re boote d, got out th e  stopwatch  and re corde d 32 s e conds  as  
m y official tim e . I re boote d anoth e r 5- 6 tim e s  and ave rage d in be tw e e n 30- 40 s e conds  
e ach  tim e  and was  clos e r to 30 on 8 out of 10 boots. Absolute ly am az ing.

Linux, w ith  proje cts  lik e  upstart w h ich  is  be ing cons ide re d for th e  ne xt re le as e  of 
Ubuntu, is  ge tting to th e  point now  w h e re  boot tim e s  w ill drop cons ide rably. Th is  is  
w e lcom e  as  far as  I’m  conce rne d...it allow s  you to ge t going righ t away w ith  your 
bus ine s s  be  it pe rsonal or oth e r.

O nce  th e y’re  logge d in th ough , m any pe ople  don’t touch  th e  O S its e lf and inste ad le ave  
it at th e  de fault s e ttings. For m ost pe ople  th is  is  ok ...as  not h aving som e th ing s e t to be  
optim iz e d is  fine , and m ost distribution rolle rs  s e tup th e ir distros  so th at th e y caus e  th e  
le ast am ount of proble m s  for th e  gre ate st varie ty of h ardware . For m e , I lik e  to m e s s  
around. I lik e  to play. "I lik e  th e  nigh t life ...I lik e  to boogie "

So w ith out furth e r s illine s s  and introductory nons e ns e , I proudly pre s e nt th is  data th at I 
gath e re d from  various  source s  (cite d w h e re  pos s ible ) and a fe w  trick s  of m y own th at w ill 
allow  m ost rpm - bas e d distros  to tw e ak  th e ir way into im prove d pe rform ance . Since  I did 
th is  spe cifically for th e  PCLinuxO S com m unity th ough , I’ve  title d th e  article  accordingly. 
As  it is, th e  article  s h ould work  for m ost Fe doras  and Mandrivas  and pos s ibly e ve n 
O pe nSus e .

D isable IPV6

Many distros  are  configure d w ith  th is  fe ature  disable d by de fault (s e e  note  be low). 
PCLinuxO S is  no diffe re nt in th is  re spe ct...but it’s  always  good to double  ch e ck  th ings. 
Since  m ost of us  don’t us e  IPV6 ne twork s, th is  s e tting can slow  down com m unication 
th rough out our ne twork . Turning th is  ne twork ing fe ature  off is  both  de s irable  and e asy 
for th os e  of us  w h o do not us e  IPV6 e nable d ne twork s. To do th is  in PCLinuxO S:

O pe n your Km e nu and ch oos e  “Run Com m and”. W h e n th e  dialog ope ns, type  "k de su k ate  
/e tc/sysconfig/ne twork " and h it e nte r. If it as k s  you for a s e s s ion, ch oos e  ope n s e s s ion. 
Now  th e  file  is  ope n...you can e dit it. Add th e  follow ing line :

CO D E:
NETW O RKING_IPV6=no

Now  save  and e xit out of th e  Kate  program . Th at’s  it! Ne xt tim e  you boot you’ll h ave  IPV6 
disable d. Th is  tip was  tak e n from  th e  "Fe isty pe rform ance ...Fly lik e  a butte rfly" blog post 
at Anoth e r te ch ge e k  on th e  ne t. I also us e d th e  Mandriva Linux 2007 Errata on th is  tip.



NO TE: Som e  pe ople  point to s e ttings  lik e  th e  one  discus s e d in th is  post th at can be  done  
to disable  IPV6. Th is  is  done  by de fault in PCLinuxO S 2007 so no ch ange  is  re q uire d.

Force  u se  of you r R AM vs. Sw ap

Linux us e s  h ard dis k  space  calle d swap to w rite  inform ation it ne e ds  for acce s s ing 
various  te m porary program s  w h e n syste m  RAM is  busy. Th is  is  be caus e  m any ye ars  ago, 
RAM s iz e s  w e re  re lative ly sm all. To com bat th is, swap space  was  born. Now  th e  O S could 
write  to th e  dis k  w h e n RAM wasn’t available . Tim e s  h ave  ch ange d th ough  and m any 
syste m s  h ave  m uch  m ore  RAM th an th e y did in th e  past. W ith  th is  tip you can ch ange  th e  
te nde ncy of th e  distro w h e n it w rite s  to Swap so th at it us e s  Swap le s s  and RAM m ore . 
Th is  s e tting is  calle d “swappine s s.” PCLinuxO S com e s  w ith  a de fault of 60 (s e e n by 
pars ing th e  com m and “cat /proc/sys/vm /swappine s s ” in a console  as  root). To ch ange  
it, us e  th e  follow ing com m and:

CO D E:
sysctl - w  vm .swappine s s=10

Th is  w ill ch ange  th e  te nde ncy of th e  O S to w rite  to RAM w h ich  is  faste r th an h ard dis k  
w rite s. Now  go to Kpane l, Run Com m and and paste  th e  follow ing:

CO D E:
k de su k ate  /e tc/sysctl.conf

add th e  follow ing line  at th e  ve ry bottom :

CO D E:
vm .swappine s s=10

You’re  all done ! Th at s h ould m ak e  th e  ch ange  pe rm ane nt and allow  you to h ave  m ore  
w rite s  to RAM and le s s  to Swap to spe e d th ings  up. Note  th at you s h ould only do th is  if 
you h ave  a large r am ount of RAM (I h ave  2GB...I’d say 1GB and up). Th is  tip was  tak e n 
from  th e  sam e  Fe isty article  link e d above  and also from  th e  Linux Journal.

Ple as e  note  th at th e  re m oval of virtual te rm inals  discus s e d by m any of th e  article s  I’ve  
link e d to above  w ill ge t you NO  notice able  spe e d incre as e s. Quite  h one stly, it isn’t 
ne e de d.

Spe ed Up Boot

In PCLinuxO S, you can us e  th e  PCLinuxO S Control Ce nte r (PCC) to disable  diffe re nt 
running s e rvice s.

Now  th e  PCC is  a fine  option for th e  m ost com m on ite m s  starting up...but w h at about 
uncom m on one s  th at are n’t liste d? In th is  instance , your be st be t is  th e  ntsysv tool. It’s  
not installe d by de fault in PCLinuxO S so fire  up Synaptic and install ntsysv. Now  ope n up 
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a te rm inal/k onsole  and as  root type  “ntsysv” and you s h ould s e e  som e th ing s im ilar to 
th e  scre e ns h ot.

Th e  Linux Journal article  poste d about th is  tool says  to turn off "apm d, autofs, ide ntd, 
ip6table s, iptable s, isdn, lpd, nfs, portm ap, talk d and s e ndm ail" but to re m e m be r th at 
th is  is  disabling s e rvice s  in run le ve l 5 and th at disabling th e m  in runle ve l 3 is  also 
advis e d (s e e  th e  article  for gre ate r de tails).

Th e s e  s e rvice s  didn’t m atch  th os e  pre s e nt in PCLinuxO S, so I disable d h ttpd, iptable s  
(m y fire wall is  in front of m y pclos  box), laptop- m ode , postfix, wltool, and apm d. You 
m ay s e le ct th os e  also...it’s  up to you. Th e s e  s e rvice s  m igh t not also be  running...as  som e  
tools  re q uire  th at you configure  th e m  and run th e m  a s ingle  tim e  be fore  th e y’re  initiate d 
to startup as  a s e rvice .

Also, ple as e  be  advis e d th at you s h ould only disable  iptable s  (your iptable s  fire wall lik e  
s h ore wall or fire starte r) if you are  be h ind a good fire wall/route r.

Add you r h ostnam e  to H osts

Most h ost file s  look  lik e  th is :

CO D E:



127.0.0.1        localh ost

Anoth e r te ch ge e k  s ugge sts  you m ak e  it look  lik e  th is :

CO D E:
127.0.0.1        localh ost

and add th e  line :

CO D E:
127.0.0.1        h ostnam e

w h e re  h ostnam e  is  th e  h ostnam e  of your com pute r. Th is  m igh t spe e d th ings  up a b it for 
application launch  and it m ay spe e d som e  ne twork  functions  up as  w e ll. Th e n again, it 
just m igh t not do anyth ing at all. Many pe ople  do re port succe s s  w ith  th is  th ough  so 
w e ’ll include  it in th is  article .

D o you h ave  any tips  or trick s  th at are n’t liste d h e re  th at give  PCLinuxO S a pe rform ance  
gain? If so, w e ’d love  to h e ar of th e m . Ple as e  PM th e m  to PCLO SMAG on th e  m ain 
PCLinuxO S h e lp forum  or e m ail th e m  to m e  at de vn3t @  gm ail.com . I h ope  th is  h e lps  
som e  of you s q ue e z e  m ore  pe rform ance  out of th e  alre ady fantastic pe rform ance  
PCLinuxO S h as !
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O ur grate ful appre ciation to MyPCLinuxO S.com  
and D e vne t for m ak ing th is  proje ct poss ible .

Th e  PCLinuxOS H ardw are  Database

http://www.mypclinuxos.com
http://www.pclinuxoshwdb.com/
http://www.lortal.org
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CH APTER 4: USING CO MMO N MASS STO R AGE PERIPH ER ALS

Be s ide s  th e  m ain com pone nts  w h ich  m ak e  up th e  m ode rn PC, th e re  are  m any optional 
pe riph e rals  w h ich  can be  attach e d to it. W h e n th e s e  are  prope rly utiliz e d, th e y can 
contribute  to m ak ing th e  com puting e nvironm e nt and e xpe rie nce  m ore  conve nie nt, 
productive  and ple asant. Th e  m ore  com m on pe riph e rals  include :

printe r
scanne r
m as s  storage  de vice s

In th is  ch apte r, w e  s h all be  look ing at h ow  to acce s s  and us e  th e  com m on pe riph e ral 
m as s  storage  de vice s :

floppy dis k  drive
CD - RO M  drive
USB m as s  storage  de vice
CD - RW  drive

Se tting up and us ing a printe r and scanne r w ill be  cove re d in th e  ne xt ch apte r.

Note :
Th e  m e th od is to use  th e  M y Com pute r icon locate d on th e  D e sk top. D ouble -click  on th e  M y 
Com pute r icon, and it w ill display all th e  syste m  device s as w ell as th e  file  syste m .
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Th e  Floppy D isk  D rive

W h ile  m ost of th e  work  is  done  us ing th e  h ard drive  (syste m  and us e r data are  store d on 
th e  h ard drive ), som e tim e s  you m ay want to transfe r or copy file s  to anoth e r PC. O ne  
conve nie nt way to pe rform  th is  (provide d th at th e  file  s iz e s  are  not too large ) is  to us e  a 
floppy dis k  or dis k e tte . D is k e tte s  are  ve ry us e ful as  a portable  storage  m e dium  for sm all 
file s  (1.44Mb or le s s ).

Mounting and Using th e  D isk ette

Be fore  a dis k e tte  can be  us e d, you h ave  to pe rform  an ope ration calle d "m ounting" th e  
dis k e tte . Th is  is  to le t th e  syste m  k now  th at you are  going to acce s s  and us e  th e  dis k e tte  
in th e  floppy drive .

Th e  KD E de s k top e nvironm e nt us e s  a s e rie s  of back ground proce s s e s  to accom plis h  
various  tas k s . Mounting drive s  is  h andle d by th e  "Me dia" proce s s. Sim ply click  on th e  
Storage  Me dia icon in th e  Syste m  (My Com pute r) folde r, and th e  Me dia tas k  w ill be  
s h own.

Acce s s ing Syste m  D e vice s  and File  syste m  in KD E
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D is k  acce s s  is  done  by double  click ing on th e  My Com pute r icon on th e  de s k top. D ouble  
click ing on th e  "Storage  D e vice s" icon w ill ope n th e  w indow  s e e n above . Ne xt, double  
click  th e  "Floppy D rive " icon.

Th is  w ill m ount th e  floppy and add a floppy icon on th e  de s k top. D ouble - click ing on th is  
icon w ill list out th e  file s  and folde rs  in th e  floppy unde r th e  File  Manage r as  s e e n be low :

Storage  D e vice s

Mounte d Floppy
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O nce  you h ave  succe s sfully m ounte d th e  dis k e tte  and liste d out its  dire ctory conte nts  
unde r th e  File  Manage r, you can tre at it lik e  anoth e r folde r to re ad and w rite  file s  and 
folde rs  to. H ow e ve r, you h ave  to be ar in m ind som e  diffe re nce s  be tw e e n th e  floppy 
dis k e tte  folde r and th e  norm al folde r you h ave  be e n work ing w ith .

Th e  dis k e tte  h as  a ve ry low  storage  capacity com pare d w ith  th e  h ard dis k ; a floppy 
dis k e tte  typically w ill h ave  about 1.44 MB of storage  capacity only. In contrast, a h ard 
dis k  w ill h ave  at le ast a fe w  h undre d MB of storage  capacity at th e  m inim um !

If th e  w rite - prote ct tab on th e  dis k e tte  is  e nable d, th e n th e  dis k e tte  can be  us e d for 
re ading only, i.e . you can re ad th e  conte nts  of th e  file s  on it only. You cannot w rite  to 
th e  file s, and so you cannot m odify and/or cre ate  ne w  file s  or folde rs.

Afte r us ing th e  dis k e tte , you w ill ne e d to unm ount it be fore  you tak e  th e  dis k e tte  from  
th e  floppy drive . To unm ount th e  dis k e tte , righ t- click  on th e  floppy icon on th e  de s k top 
and s e le ct "Unm ount". Th is  w ill unm ount th e  dis k e tte  and th e  floppy icon w ill disappe ar 
from  th e  D e s k top. O nce  th is  h as  h appe ne d, you can safe ly re m ove  th e  dis k e tte  from  th e  
floppy drive .

Note :
It is im portant th at you unm ount th e  disk e tte  b e fore  re m oving it from  th e  floppy drive , 
e spe cially if it h as b e e n m ounte d for w riting. Failure  to do so m ay re sult in incom ple te  data 
b e ing w ritte n to th e  disk e tte  and corruption of th e  file  syste m  on th e  disk e tte .

Form atting th e  D isk ette

Be fore  a ne w  dis k e tte  can be  us e d it h as  to be  
"form atte d" first. Th is  w ill cre ate  th e  dire ctory 
structure s  and oth e r inform ation ne e de d for th e  
syste m  to k e e p track  of w h e re  th e  data is  store d on 
th e  dis k e tte . You ne e d to form at a dis k e tte  once  
only. You can subs e q ue ntly form at it again afte r 
us ing it for som e  tim e , but re - form ating w ill re sult 
in th e  los s  of th e  original conte nts  of th e  dis k e tte .

Kfloppy doe s  not com e  w ith  th e  de fault install. You 
can install it and s e ve ral oth e r us e ful utilitie s  by 
ope ning th e  Synaptic Pack age  Mange r and installing 
k de utils.

To form at a dis k e tte , you can us e  th e  KFloppy 
form atte r s e le ction from  th e  Main Me nu.

Main Me nu - - >  Syste m  - - >  Configuration - - >  
H ardware  - - >  Utilitie s  - - >  KFloppy

KFloppy Form atte r D ialog



K DE Use r Guide , Ch apte r 4

Ch oos e  th e  de fault floppy de ns ity of 3.5", 1.44 MB and th e  D O S (FAT) file  syste m  type . 
Th is  w ill e nable  th e  dis k e tte  to be  re ad on alm ost all com m only us e d ope rating syste m s  
including Microsoft W indow s. You also h ave  two oth e r options  for th e  file syste m , e xt2 or 
Minix. Ne xt you can ch oos e  th e  type  of form atting; Quick  form at, Z e ro out and q uick  
form at, or th e  de fault, Full form at. Afte r you h ave  m ade  your ch oice s  click  th e  Form at 
button locate d at th e  top righ t of th e  w indow.

Exe rcise s

•   Form at a floppy dis k e tte , m ount it for re ad- w rite  and copy th e  follow ing file s/folde rs  
found in th e  /e tc dire ctory to it: h osts, te rm cap, m otd and rc.d.
•   Unm ount th e  dis k e tte , m ount it again and copy its  e ntire  conte nts  to th e  folde r tm p in 
your h om e  dire ctory. Cre ate  th is  folde r if it is  not th e re . Unm ount th e  dis k e tte  afte r th e  
copying.

Th e  CD -RO M D rive

Nowadays  th e  CD - RO M is  w ide ly us e d as  a m e ans  to store  and distribute  data and 
inform ation. A typical 5.25" CD - RO M can store  up to 700 MB of data. It is  th us  ide al as  a 
m e dium  for distributing large  file s, m ultim e dia gam e s  and software  pack age s.

By de fault, w h e n a CD - RO M is  place d in th e  drive , a ne w  w indow  w ill ope n th at says  "A 
ne w  m e dium  h as  be e n found. W h at do you want to do?" Be low  th is  you w ill s e e  a list of 
options. Ch oos e  "O pe n in Ne w  W indow" and w h ate ve r data is  on th e  CD  w ill be  displaye d 
in a ne w  w indow. If it is  an audio (m us ic) CD  it w ill be  auto- m ounte d, and th e n th e  
de fault KD E CD  playe r, KsCD , w ill ope n on your de s k top and be gin playing th e  m us ic on 
th e  CD .

Th e  File  Manage r can th e n be  us e d to acce s s  th e  
file s  and folde rs  on th e  CD . If th e  CD - RO M is  a 
re ad- only m e dium , you can only re ad th e  
conte nts  of th e  CD  and not w rite  to it.

Afte r us ing th e  CD , you w ill ne e d to unm ount it 
be fore  you tak e  it out of th e  CD - RO M drive . To 
unm ount th e  CD , righ t- click  on th e  CD  icon on 
th e  de s k top and s e le ct "Unm ount." Th is  w ill 
unm ount th e  CD  and th e  CD  icon w ill disappe ar 
from  th e  de s k top. It is  now  safe  to re m ove  th e  
CD .

Ne w  Me dium  D e te cte d
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Th e  USB Mass Storage  D evice

Anoth e r popular portable  storage  m e dium  is  th e  USB m as s  storage  de vice  (som e tim e s  
also k nown as  a th um b drive ). Lik e  th e  floppy dis k e tte , you can re ad and w rite  to a 
th um b drive  but it h as  th e  advantage  of storing m uch  m ore  data th an a dis k e tte . Th um b 
drive  de vice s  of capacitie s  128MB up to 8GB are  com m on.

To acce s s  th e  th um b drive , place  it in th e  USB slot (port) provide d and a w indow  w ill 
ope n on th e  de s k top. Ch oos e  "O pe n in Ne w  W indow."

Th is  w ill m ount th e  USB th um b drive  and add a 
th um b drive  icon on th e  de s k top.  D ouble -
click ing on th is  w ill m ount th e  USB th um b drive , 
ch ange  th e  th um b drive  icon on th e  de s k top so 
it s h ow s  “m ounte d,” and list out th e  file s  and 
folde rs  in th e  th um b drive  unde r th e  File  
Manage r. Th e n you can tre at it lik e  anoth e r 
folde r to re ad and w rite  file s  and folde rs.

Afte r you've  finis h e d w ith  th e  th um b drive , you 
w ill ne e d to unm ount it by righ t- click ing on th e  
th um b drive  icon on th e  de s k top and s e le cting 
"Safe ly Re m ove ", be fore  re m oving it from  th e  
USB port.

Th e  CD -RW  D rive

W h ile  th e  CD - RO M drive  is  ve ry us e ful as  a 
portable  storage  m e dium  due  to its  h igh  capacity and low  cost, it suffe rs  from  th e  
disadvantage  th at it is  a re ad- only m e dium .

To ove rcom e  th is, m any PCs  are  sold nowadays  w ith  drive s  w h ich  e nable  you to re cord 
data onto CD - R (CD  re cordable ) and CD - RW  (CD  re w ritable ) dis k s . Th e  form e r re fe rs  to a 
CD  m e dium  w h ich  allow s  you to re cord to it only once , w h ile  w ith  a CD - RW  dis k  it is  
pos s ible  to re w rite  data to it m ultiple  tim e s.

Note :
W h ile  a CD -RW  drive  supports both  CR-R and CD -RW  functionalitie s, th e  CD  m e dium  th at you 
utilize  de te rm ine s w h e th e r you can w rite  data to it only once  (CR-R) or m ultiple  tim e s (CD -RW ). 
So it is im portant th at you b uy th e  corre ct m e dium  type  for th e  function th at you w ant.

CD -Bu rne r

Your syste m  h as  a program  w h ich  e nable s  a us e r to copy file s  and folde rs  ve ry e as ily to a 
CD - RW  drive . To us e  th is  fe ature , start th e  K3b program  from  th e  Main Me nu.

Re m ovable  Me dia D ialog
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Main Me nu - - >  Syste m  - - >  Arch iving - - > CD  Burning - - > K3b

Top W indow  -  Data Sou rce s

Th e  K3b w indow  h as  2 m ain w indow  s e ctions, top and bottom . Th e  top w indow  is  
divide d into 2 w indow s, le ft and righ t. Th e  le ft w indow  s h ow s  a list of data source s; Unix 
Tre e , Inte rnal Structure  and CD RO M drive s. Th e  data source s  are  th e  source s  for th e  data 
to be  copie d and burne d into th e  CD - R(W ).

Th e  Unix Tre e  re pre s e nts  th e  file  syste m  on th e  com pute r. Click ing on th e  +  icon of th e  
tre e  w ill e xpand it to display th e  file  syste m , i.e . th e  h ie rarch ical tre e  structure  
com pris ing file s  and dire ctorie s  (folde rs). Click ing on a dire ctory w ill caus e  th e  file s  in 
th e  dire ctory to be  displaye d on th e  righ t pane l of th e  top w indow.

Click ing on CD RO M drive s  w ill e xpand into a listing of th e  CD - RO M drive s  pre s e nt in th e  
syste m  and click ing on one  of th e  drive s  w ill display th e  track s  in it on th e  righ t pane l.

Bottom  W indow

Th e  bottom  w indow  give s  you 4 ch oice s  as  to w h at you would lik e  to do w ith  your 
CD /D VD ; Audio CD , data CD , or data D VD . Th e  fourth  ch oice  is  to m ak e  a copy of a CD . 
If th e s e  are  not w h at you are  look ing for th e n you ne e d to click  on th e  F̈urth e r actions  ̈

K3b CD  Burning Program



tab to s e e  a com ple te  list of options  available  as  s e e n be low :

W riting data to th e  CD - RW  involve s  s e le cting w h ich  type  
of proje ct you would lik e  to cre ate . Afte r ch oos ing w h ich  
proje ct, you can add th e  data from  th e  data source s  
w indow  de scribe d above  by dragging and dropping th e m  
into th e  bottom  w indow  pane l. Th e  bottom  w indow  h as  
th re e  pos s ible  s e le ctions; th e  virtual file  syste m , th e  
track  e ditor, and th e  re corde r s e ttings. Each  of th e s e  can 
be  s e le cte d by click ing on th e  icons  in th e  le ft pane l of 
th e  bottom  w indow.

Th e  virtual file  syste m  re pre s e nts  a vie w  of th e  file  
syste m  s e tup in a track  of th e  CD - RW  to be  w ritte n to 
late r. Note  th at th is  is  not part of th e  actual file  syste m  
on your com pute r and so m anipulating th e  file s  h e re  w ill 
not affe ct th e  one s  in th e  com pute r file  syste m . Th e  
virtual file  syste m  can be  m anage d and e dite d by righ t-
click ing th e  m ous e .

Th e  track  e ditor s h ow s  you th e  track s  th at you h ave  
s e le cte d to be  burne d to th e  CD - RW . You can e dit th e m  us ing th e  track  e ditor by righ t-
click ing th e  m ous e  be fore  com m itting th e m  to be  burne d.

W h e n you h ave  adde d all th e  data or m us ic th at you would lik e  to burn to th e  CD , you 
ne e d to click  on th e  B̈urn  ̈button. Th is  w ill ope n th e  burn w indow  w h ich   e nable s  you 
to ch ange  from  th e  de fault th e  various  param e te rs  for re cording, e .g. re cording spe e d, 
w riting m ode , e tc.

FillstateStatu s

At th e  bottom  of th e  K3b w indow  is  th e  Fillstate  status  pane l. Th is  s h ow s  you th e  curre nt 
space  th at w ill be  tak e n up by th e  s e le cte d track s  as  a pe rce ntage  of th e  space  available  
on th e  CD - RW . Th is  space  utiliz ation is  also displaye d in m e gabyte  (MB) units  as  w e ll as  
th e  audio playing tim e .

Duplicating CD s

It is  e asy to m ak e  a duplicate  of a CD  us ing K3b. To do th is  you w ill ne e d one  CD RO M 
drive  and one  CD /RW  drive . W ith  K3b ope ne d on your de s k top, ch oos e  C̈opy CD  ̈and 
th e n ins e rt th e  source  CD  into th e  CD RO M drive . Ne xt, ins e rt th e  CD - R or CD /RW  into 
th e  CD /RW  drive . Th e  drive s  w ill autom atically be  s e le cte d in th e   Source  Me dium  and 
Burn Me dium  w indow s. You w ill s e e  a w indow  to one  on th e  ne xt page :
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Furth e r actions



Th e  only s e tting th at you m ay want to ch ange  is  th e  burn spe e d. Auto w ill s e le ct th e  
spe e d for you but a tip to re m e m be r is  th at th e  low e r th e  burn spe e d, th e  be tte r th e  
burn. To start th e  actual re cording (burning) of th e  CD , click  on th e  Start button at th e  
bottom  righ t corne r of th e  K3b w indow.

CREATING A D ATA CD
Th is  s e ction w ill discus s  h ow  you can copy file s  and folde rs  from  th e  m ounte d file  
syste m  and re cord th e m  into a CD - RW . You can s e le ct th e  file s  and folde rs  you want to 
copy from  th e  Unix Tre e  in th e  D ata Source  w indow  at th e  top le ft or from  th e  top righ t 
w indow  and drag th e m  into th e  virtual file  syste m  righ t pane l in th e  bottom  w indow. Th e  
file s  and folde rs  in th e  virtual file  syste m  can be  e dite d by righ t- click ing on th e  m ous e . 
You can cre ate , de le te  and re nam e  file s  and dire ctorie s  (folde rs).

Afte r you h ave  s e le cte d all th e  file s  you want, you s h ould s e le ct th e  Burn button as  above  
and th e n ch oos e  Start to start th e  re cording.

W riting ISO  Im age s

It is  pos s ible  to copy and store  all of th e  data on a CD  in th e  form  of w h at is  k nown as  an 
ISO  im age  file  form at. If th is  ISO  im age  file  is  th e n w ritte n to a CD , th e  ne w  CD  w ill be  a 
duplicate  of th e  original one  from  w h ich  th e  ISO  im age  was  cre ate d. Th is  provide s  a 
conve nie nt way of duplicating a data CD  if you can copy or download th e  ISO  im age  file  

CD  Copy W indow
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from  anoth e r source  to th e  file  syste m  on your com pute r.

To w rite  ISO  im age s  to a CD - RW , s e le ct F̈urth e r actions  ̈or T̈ools  ̈(at th e  top of th e  
w indow) and s e le ct B̈urn CD  Im age .̈  Th is  w ill ope n a w indow  lik e  th e  one  s e e n be low :

Ne xt, s e le ct th e  ISO  im age  by click ing on th e  file  folde r icon on th e  righ t s ide  of th e  
Ïm age  to Burn  ̈tab at th e  top le ft of th e  w indow  and navigating to th e  ISO  im age  file  

th at you want to burn. Se le ct th e  im age  by le ft click ing on it. Ne xt, ins e rt a blank  CD - RW  
into your CD - RW  drive . Afte r th at, e nsure  th at th e  re cord s e ttings  are  corre ct and click  
on th e  Start button at th e  bottom  righ t of th e  w indow  to start th e  burning.

H elp

Th e re  are  m any m ore  options  and fe ature s  w h ich  K3b h as, e .g. m ultis e s s ion burning, 
m ixing audio and digital data, work ing w ith  CD - RW  m e dia e tc. Th e  K3b docum e ntation 
s h ould be  consulte d for th e s e  m ore  advance d fe ature s. Th e  K3b Us e r's  Guide  m ay be  
obtaine d from :

h ttp://www.k 3b.org

Burn ISO  Im age  W indow

http://www.k3b.org


Top 10 Fire fox Exte nsions

by Iain Jack son (iainrj on PCLinuxO S and MyPCLinuxO S Forum s)

Moz illa Fire fox (ve rs ion 2.0.0.3) is  th e  de fault w e b brow s e r in PCLinuxO S 2007. Fire fox 
h as  com e  on in le aps  and bounds  s ince  it was  first introduce d to th e  public. It now  tak e s  
up about 15% of th e  w e b brow s e r m ark e t (s e cond only to Microsoft's  Inte rne t Explore r) 
and is  w ide ly re garde d in th e  com puting industry as  m ore  s e cure  th an IE.

O ne  of th e  uniq ue  attribute s  of Fire fox is  th at it is  ope n source . Anybody can look  at th e  
source  code  and de ve lop sm all program s  th at e xte nd th e  functionality of th e  brow s e r. 
Th e s e  are  calle d Add- ons.

You can acce s s  Fire fox's  Add- ons  by click ing on Tools> Add- ons  from  w ith in Fire fox. 
Add- ons  fall into two cate gorie s : th e m e s  and e xte ns ions. Th e m e s  just ch ange  th e  look  
and fe e l of Fire fox and are  a large ly subje ctive  th ing, so I won't both e r discus s ing th e m  
h e re . Exte ns ions  are  th e  re al driving force  be h ind Fire fox, turning a good brow s e r into a 
gre at Inte rne t e xpe rie nce ! Click  on Ge t e xte ns ions  from  th e  Add- ons  dialogue  box and 
you'll be  tak e n to th e  Fire fox e xte ns ion page  (h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n-
US/fire fox/brow s e /type :1)

Installing an e xte ns ion is  e asy. O nce  found, ch e ck  if it is  com patible  w ith  your ve rs ion of 
Fire fox and click  on th e  Install Now  icon. You w ill usually h ave  to re start Fire fox be fore  
th e  e xte ns ion can be  us e d.

Luck ily, Fire fox w ill re m e m be r w h ich  tabs  you h ad 
ope n w h e n it re starts. Exte ns ions  can e as ily be  
uninstalle d if you don't lik e  th e m !

Th e re  are  227 page s  of e xte ns ions. Th is  list 
re pre s e nts  th e  m ost us e ful 10 to ge t you starte d (in 

no particular orde r).

1. Dow nload Statu sbar
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/26

Th e  only th ing I find re ally annoying about Fire fox is  th e  
D ownload w indow. Eve rytim e  you download a file , th e  download 
w indow  pops  up. Th is  e xte ns ion re place s  th e  download w indow  
by displaying th e  download in th e  status  bar:

2. Ph ish tank  Sitech eck e r
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/3840

A ve ry s im ple  e xte ns ion th at ch e ck s  th e  s ite  you are  vie w ing against a constantly 
update d black list of ph is h ing s ite s  and re ports  w h e th e r th e  s ite  is  safe  or not. Ph is h tank  
Site ch e ck e r s its  out of th e  way on th e  status  bar:
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3. Colorful Tabs
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/1368

You m ay th ink  th is  is  a us e le s s  add- on. Th at is, unle s s  you re gularly brow s e  in m ultiple  
tabs  at once . Th is  e xte ns ion s im ply displays  e ach  tab in a diffe re nt colour. It is  e ye -
catch ing, ye s, but also functional as  it m ak e s  tabbe d brow s ing e as ie r on th e  e ye s :

4. Adblock  Plu s
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/1865

Probably th e  m ost us e ful e xte ns ion you could install. Sim ply, it block s  all ads  from  
displaying on a w e b page . Th is  not only cuts  down your bandw idth  usage , but pre ve nts  
th os e  annoying, anim ate d adve rts  congratulating you on be com ing th e  m illionth  vis itor. 
It e ve n work s  on fre e  PH Pbb forum s  th at place  ads  and h otlink s  w ith in and be tw e e n 
posts. You can disable  at any tim e  as  it adds  an e ntry in th e  Tools  m e nu. A m ust h ave !

5. 1-Click w eath e r
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/1035

It's  not just us  Brits  th at are  pre - occupie d by th e  w e ath e r. Th is  h andy e xte ns ion installs a 
w e ath e r bar e ith e r in th e  status  bar or m e nu bar in Fire fox. O nce  configure d for your 
city, you ne e d ne ve r watch  th e  w e ath e r fore cast again! If you live  in th e  US, you can e ve n 
ge t vide o and rus h  h our w e ath e r re ports. Just re st your m ous e  on th e  re port you want to 
s e e :

6. No Sq u int
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/259 2

W h e th e r you h ave  visual proble m s  or not, th is  e xte ns ion could m ak e  your brow s ing a lot 
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e as ie r on th e  e ye . W e 've  all s e e n w e bs ite s  w h e re  th e  font s iz e  is  m iniscule  or pe rh aps  
you ne e d to work  in a h igh  scre e n re solution and so w e bs ite  te xt appe ars  sm all. Unlik e  
th e  de fault font s e ttings  in Fire fox its e lf, No Sq uint le ts  you alte r th e  z oom  le ve l by 
pe rce ntage s. A z oom  of 105% m ay be  all th at's  ne e de d to stop you straining your e ye s. 
You can s e t diffe re nt z oom  le ve ls  for diffe re nt dom ains :

7. Extended Copy Menu
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/4554

Th is  is  pe rh aps  th e  s im ple st, but one  of th e  
m ost e ffe ctive  add- ons  of all. It le ts  you 
s e le ct te xt on a w e bpage  and th e n copy it 
w ith  or w ith out form atting. Ide al if you want 
to copy to a forum  or blog:

8. PDF Dow nload
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n-
US/fire fox/addon/636

Click  on a link  to a PD F file  and ge t options  
w h e th e r to vie w  in th e  brow s e r, vie w  as  H TML or download. Sim ple , but e ffe ctive :
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9 . AutoSlide sh ow
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/3177

Th is  am az ing utility cre ate s  a slide s h ow  of all th e  im age s, including link e d im age s, on a 
w e bpage . You can s e t it to ignore  im age s  be low  a ce rtain s iz e . Th e  only drawback  is  th e  
rath e r large , clunk y toolbar, but just try it on a Google  Im age  Se arch . You can paus e  th e  
slide s h ow  at any point and save  th e  im age  on th e  scre e n by righ t- click ing!

10. Answ e rs
h ttps ://addons.m oz illa.org/e n- US/fire fox/addon/735

O nce  installe d, Ctrl- Click  on any word and a de finition from  answ e rs.com  appe ars  in a 
sm all w indow. Say no m ore !

Exte ns ions  can slow  down pe rform ance  in Fire fox if you h ave  too m any installe d, but 
th e y are  e ve r so us e ful. Mak e  it your tas k  to install at le ast one  e xte ns ion today!



1. All th e  conte nts  of PCLinuxO S Magaz ine  (pclosm ag.com ) are  only for ge ne ral 
inform ation and/or us e . Such  conte nts  do not constitute  advice  and s h ould not be  re lie d 
upon in m ak ing (or re fraining from  m ak ing) any de cis ion. Any spe cific advice  or re plie s  
to q ue rie s  in any part of th e  m agaz ine  is/are  th e  pe rsonal opinion of such  
e xpe rts/consultants/pe rsons  and are  not subscribe d to by PCLinuxO S Magaz ine .

2. Th e  inform ation in PCLinuxO S Magaz ine  (pclosm ag.com ) is  provide d on an "AS IS" 
bas is, and all warrantie s, e xpre s s e d or im plie d of any k ind, re garding any m atte r 
pe rtaining to any inform ation, advice  or re plie s  are  disclaim e d and e xclude d.

3. PCLinuxO S Magaz ine  (pclosm ag.com ) and its  as sociate s  s h all not be  liable , at any tim e  
for dam age s  (including, w ith out lim itation, dam age s  for los s  of any k ind) aris ing in 
contract, tort or oth e rw is e  from  th e  us e  of or inability to us e  th e  m agaz ine , or any of its  
conte nts, or from  any action tak e n (or re fraine d from  be ing tak e n) as  a re sult of us ing 
th e  m agaz ine  or any such  conte nts  or for any failure  of pe rform ance , e rror, om is s ion, 
inte rruption, de le tion, de fe ct, de lay in ope ration or transm is s ion, com pute r virus, 
com m unications  line  failure , th e ft or de struction or unauth oris e d acce s s  to, alte ration of, 
or us e  of inform ation containe d on th e  m agaz ine .

4. No re pre s e ntations, warrantie s, or guarante e s  w h atsoe ve r are  m ade  as  to th e  
accuracy, ade q uacy, re liability, com ple te ne s s, s uitability, or applicability of th e  
inform ation to a particular s ituation.

5. Ce rtain link s  on th e  m agaz ine  le ad to re source s  locate d on s e rve rs  m aintaine d by 
th ird partie s  ove r w h om  PCLinuxO S Magaz ine  (pclosm ag.com ) h as  no control or 
conne ction, bus ine s s  or oth e rw is e . Th e s e  s ite s  are  e xte rnal to PCLinuxO S Magaz ine  
(pclosm ag.com ) and by vis iting th e s e , you are  are  doing so of your own accord and 
as sum e  all re spons ib ility for such  action.

Mate rial Subm itte d by Us e rs

A m ajority of s e ctions  in th e  m agaz ine  contain m ate rials  subm itte d by us e rs. PCLinuxO S 
Magaz ine  (pclosm ag.com ) acce pts  no re spons ib ility for th e  conte nt, accuracy, and 
conform ity to applicable  law s  of such  m ate rial.

Entire  Agre em ent

Th e s e  te rm s  constitute  th e  e ntire  agre e m e nt be tw e e n th e  partie s  w ith  re spe ct to th e  
s ubje ct m atte r h e re of and supe rs e de s  and re place s  all prior or conte m porane ous  
unde rstandings  or agre e m e nts, w ritte n or oral, re garding such  s ubje ct m atte r.

Disclaim e r




